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NEWS SUMMARY 


MR. PATRICK BUCHAN-HEPBURN has been appointed 
Minister of Works in the Government reorganisation p. (118 
THE MARLEY TILE COMPANY have announced firm-priced 
further products until the end of June. p. 1134 
A SENSE OF INTEGRITY and willingness to take responsibility 
are the two qualities most needed in the building industry, 
Mr. 1. M. Leslie told Brighton technical students. p. 1135 


THE GOVERNMENT have abandoned plans for rebuilding the 
Queen's Hall, it has been announced in Parliament. p. 1139 
SWEEPING CHANGES in the Princes-street area of Edinburgh 
are recommended in a report by two architects. p. 1139 


IPSWICH CORPORATION are to hold an architectural com- 
petition for the replanning of the town centre. p. 1139 


A COUNTY COURT JUDGE has ruled that notwithstanding any 
trade union agreement, an employer is entitled to give a workman 
an hour's notice. p. 1140 


INDUSTRIAL BUILDING approvals in the first nine months of 


this year were up by nearly half on last year. p. 1144 


EXPORTS 


(PHE building trade has for so long regarded itself as a 
home industry that the recent statement by the then 
Minister of Works, Mr. Nigel Birch, to the effect that 
British firms of contractors last year undertook construc- 
tion work abroad to the tune of £70 mn. may have come 
as a surprise. When in addition to this sum is added a 
further £52 mn. for export of building materials and fit- 
ments (exclusive of paints and pigments which are 
responsible for £11 mn. more) it will be seen that the 
building and allied trades make a not inconsiderable 
contribution to reducing the adverse balance of trade. 


Whether they do as much as they could in this way is 
another matter. It is the opinion of the Board of Trade 
(certainly supplemented by the tours of investigation of 
markets in Canada and Africa made by this newspaper in 
recent years) that overseas markets still present golden 
opportunities for British manufacturers of certain kinds of 
building plant and materials. Two reasons have mainly 
stood in the way of further market development: one, that 
home building demand has been sufficiently keen to absorb 
the greater part of production: the other that some of the 
overseas markets, particularly the dollar markets, are far 
from easy, and demand selling ability and a backing of 
spares and service of a high order. 


It is probable that there are still many firms manufac- 
turing attractive equipment which have not yet seriously 
considered these markets. They might well do so, in their 
own as well as in the national interest. There may well 
be some slackening of demand for building plant and 
materials when the effect of the Butler cuts begins to be 
felt. and overseas markets could be a convenient way both 
of taking up the slack and keeping organisations and staff 
together, and of providing an insurance policy for the 
future. What can be done is well demonstrated by an 
English firm which is supplying 70 per cent. of the total 
supplies of a particular kind of fitting used in West Africa 
and is now looking for fresh fields to conauer. 


The dollar markets, of course, can make the biggest 
contribution to our national prosperity. Canada, the 
United States and the Caribbean and Latin-American 
countries are expanding markets in which it is essential 
that the United Kingdom should win an increased share. 
Personal visits by top executive and technical staff are 
essential, but the first step is to discuss proposals with the 
Board of Trade (Overseas Trade) and the Dollar Export 
Council, based at 21 Tothill-street, London, SWI. The 
former will help with advice on market opportunities and 
assessments, the latter with information of the financial and 
other assistance available to those who propose to invade 
the dollar country markets. Perhaps there is a chance 
here for some of the new generation of “ universe-minded ~ 
young salesmen to influence their chiefs in a venture which 
can bring so many rewards. 


D 
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Notes of the Week 


THE GOVERNMENT CHANGES 
HE sweeping Government changes 
announced from 10, Downing-street 
on December 20 include the appointment 
of Mr. Patrick Buchan-Hepburn, 
formerly Parliamentary Secretary to the 
Treasury and Government Chief Whip 
since 1951, as Minister of Works, where 
he succeeds Mr. Nigel Birch. Mr. Birch 
soon established good relations with the 
building industry during his compara- 
tively short. tenure of office at the MoW, 
and the many friends he made during that 
time will wish him well in his promotion 
(for such it is regarded in political circles) 
to be Secretary of State for Air. Mr. 
Duncan Sandys, who is among the few 
Ministers to stay put, continues as Minis- 
ter of Housing and Local Government, 
but his former Parliamentary Secretary, 
Mr. W. F. Deedes, has gone to the Home 
Department as Parliamentary Under- 
Secretary of State. He is succeeded at 
the MoHLG by Mr. J. E. Powell. 

Mr. Buchan-Hepburn was born in 
1901 and was educated at Harrow and 
Trinity College, Cambridge. He was ap- 
pointed Assistant Government Whip in 
1939; Junior Lord of the Treasury, 1939 
(June)-1940 and 1944-45; and Deputy 
Conservative Chief Whip, July, 1945-48. 
He served in the recent war with the I 1th 
(City of London Yeomanry) from 1940- 
43. Mr. Buchan-Hepburn’s inclusion in 
the Cabinet is believed to be on account 
of his experience and close knowledge of 
Government business derived from four 
years as Chief Government Whip. He 
comes to the Ministry of Works at a 
time when the continually rising costs of 
building and the Government’s credit 
squeeze are causing anxiety in the in- 
dustry, and we wish him well in the diffi- 
cult tasks that lie ahead of him in his 
new Office. 

SAVINGS IN STEEL 

THE London County Council already 
have under consideration the modifica- 
tion of their building by-laws to allow 
full advantage to be taken of the findings 
of the recent full-scale tests on the effects 
of concrete casings on steel stanchions. 
In the meantime, applications for the 
modification of existing by-laws will be 
considered in the light of the results of 
the tests. This was made known at the 
Council meeting on December 20 by Mr. 
Richard Edmonds, chairman of the town 
planning committee, in reply to a ques- 
tion by Mr. Norman Farmer. 

A paper by Dr. Oscar Faber (sum- 
marised in The Builder of December 9) 
on “ Savings to be Effected by the More 
Rational Design of Cased Stanchions as 
a Result of Recent Full-Size Tests,” was 
given at a joint meeting of the Institution 
of Structural Engineers and the British 
Constructional Steelwork Association on 
November 29. The tests disclosed that, 
for example, a 12-in. by 8-in. joist in a 
20-in. by 20-in. casing gave a safe load 
of only 120 tons on the basis of BS449 
(1955), but of 232 tons in the tests. The 
results could result in considerable 
national economies in the use of steel, 
and the ICC are to be congratulated in 
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wasting no time in considering the modi- 
fication of their by-laws to allow full use 
to be made of the discovery. 
“VICTORIAN ” MANCHESTER 

SPEAKING at a luncheon in Manchester 
recently, Professor Henry Russell Hitch- 
cock, who is Professor of Architecture 
and lecturer at several American universi- 
ties, including Yale, expressed his pleasure 
at the results of the establishment of a 
smokeless zone in that city, and of the 
work which had been done in cleaning 
old buildings. 

Manchester, he said, was a Victorian 
city and architectural writers of ‘the 1840's 
had praised the quality of its building. 
which was considered superior to that of 
London. The cleaning was showing up 
the fine red brick and good Yorkshire 
and Derbyshire stone which had been 
employed by architects like Sir Charles 
Barry and Edward Walters, who built the 
Free Trade Hall. 

It was better that the beautiful 
nineteenth-century buildings should be 
restored than that they should be re- 
placed by cheap re-building. Manchester 
had retained a local quality such as was 
disappearing from other cities, and Man- 
cunians should glory in their Victorian 
heritage rather than apologise for it. 


HOUSEBUILDING IN USA 

THERE are uncertainties about the 
future demand for houses in the United 
States, writes a correspondent. There 
has been a slackening in the number of 
dwellings started during the past few 
weeks. Last October the number under 
construction was 1,242,000, while the 
average during the first six months this 
year was 1,373,000. Already housing 
experts are pointing to this decline, and 
anticipate more than the seasonable fall 
during the winter. The officials dealing 
with the administration of the Federal 
Reserve policy are also concerned at the 
way the costs of housebuilding are rising. 
The figures show an increase since the 
autumn of 1954 of about 4 per cent., and 
it is generally recognised that both man- 
power and materials are more difficult to 
obtain than in the past. 

The authorities are therefore faced with 
a choice between two policies. On the 
one hand, if all the credit required by 
every builder is supplied, there is a danger 
of a further rise in costs of houses and 
the prices of materials. This would have 
the advantage of continuing the boom 
of prosperity, but in time the bill of 
inflation would have to be paid. 


On the other hand it is argued that it 
would be better not to increase price 
pressures and keep building contracts 
within a limit of capacity, and so spread 
house construction over a period of years 
rather than of months. 


Economists favour the second course, 
not only for housing but also for other 
industries on the grounds that it will con- 
tribute more to economic stability. 


AUSTRALIA’S OLD BUILDINGS 
RECENT years have seen a growing 

appreciation in this country of the value 

to the nation of preserving our historic 
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Mr. Buchan-Hepburn, the new 
Minister of Works. 


buildings, and it is interesting to note that 
this feeling is spreading to the newer 
members of the Commonwealth. News 
has been received that an awakened pub- 
lic conscience has led to a programme 
now being carried out for the _preser- 
vation and restoration of Australia’s 
historic buildings. 

In Sydney, stonemasons are busy with 
modern power tools on the restoration 
of the nation’s most historic church, St. 
James’ Church of England, in King-street. 
St. James’ was built in 1819 and is 
associated with the Rev. Samuel Marsden, 
senior chaplain in the infant colony, and 
Bishop Broughton, Australia’s _ first 
bishop. 

In Brisbane, the sum of £A16,000 is 
being spent on the historic South 
Brisbane Town Hall, which is being con- 
verted to Queensland’s first conserva- 
torium of music. In Hobart, an 
organisation entitled the Tasmanian 
Historical Research Association _ has 
begun a campaign to establish a perma- 
nent photographic record of the State's 
historic buildings, some of which are 
nearly a century and a half old. These 
records will be kept in the Hobart city 
archives. 

A similar move has been launched in 
Melbourne by the Royal Victorian Insti 
tute of Architects, which enlisted the 
support of other bodies in its campaign 
to preserve Victoria’s historic buildings 
and memorials. The capital cities to-day 
have organisations determined to save 
everything of historic significance from 
the hands of the demolition experts. 


COMING EVENTS 


MONDAY, JANUARY 2 


lecture [0rf 


RIBA.—* Architecture Inside Out ”’ 
boys and girls (1), ** Materials for Building. By 
W. A. Allen. 66, Portland-place, WI. 3 p.m 
RICS.—‘* The Continuous Revision of Ordnance 
Survey Maps and Plans’’ by Brigadier A. H _Dow- 
son, OBE, FRICS, and Brigadier M 0. Coli “4 
CBE, FRICS, 12, Great George-street, SWI 
p.m. 
WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 4 
RIBA.—* Architecture Inside Out"’ lecture 
boys and girls (2), ‘* The Shape of Buildings 
W. A. Allen. 66, Portland-place, 3 p.m. 
FRIDAY, JANUARY 6 ' 
RIBA.—* Architecture Inside Out ” lecture ™ 


boys and girls (3), ** Light, Sound and Colour 
By W. A. Allen. 66, Portland-place wl. 
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CORRESPON DENCE 


ARCHITECTURAL MEMORIES 

To the Editor of The Builder 
GIR—Mr. Goodhart-Rendel’s “ Archi- 
° tectural Memories, 1905-1955,” re- 
ported in your December 16 issue, must 
have moved many older readers to medi- 
tation and recollection. May one of these 
be allowed to add a few footnotes to that 
stimulating discourse ? 

The paradox of the early years of the 
century is that our individualism and in- 
sularity had produced a domestic archi- 
tecture that was justly admired, and an 
urban architecture that was perhaps not 
so justly scorned by the intelligent 
nations of the world. Architects from 
abroad, particularly from Germany, 
flocked here to study Letchworth, the 
Hampstead Garden Suburb, and domes- 
tic work generally, especially that of 
men such as Voysey, Edgar Wood, New- 
ton and Lutyens, but despised or ignored 
our urban activities; while architects 
from this country, contemptuous of the 
French maison a@ campagne, flocked to 
Paris to observe the elegance and 
urbanity produced by over 200 years of 
academic study and development of the 
Classic style. 

Just as it began to seem that after an 
orgy of stylistic borrowing and experiment 
we were about to settle down to a steady 
tun of Free Classic, three voices were heard 
above the tumult, those of Richardson, 
Reilly and Lethaby—Richardson urging 
the case for “ Georgian in the country, neo- 
Grec in town” (as Stanley Ramsey put it 
in a Satirical verse); Reilly pleading for an 
Anglicised Beaux-Arts Classicism ad la 
Mewes and Davis (“The Morning Post 
Building, the Ritz Hotel, and the Royal 
Automobile Club” recurred like a_ /eit- 
motif in all his utterances); and Lethaby 
condemning the “sham styles” and calling 
for an architecture based on structural effi- 
ciency. As we now know, Lethaby won. 

Articled pupilage was going out and full- 
time school training coming in about that 
time. What the pupil got out of his arti- 
cles depended largely on the conscientious- 
ness of the principal; often it was little 
more than some idiosyncrasies of style. a 
knowledge of tracing and an inadequate 
acquaintance with drains. Undoubtedly 
the schools have done a splendid work in 
systematising architectural education. 

But looking back from this distance of 
ume on a period of extraordinary confu- 
sion, we can find much that is worth notice, 
such as buildings by John Belcher (and/or 
his assistants), notably “Electra House,” 
Finsbury-pavement (about the best office 
building of its time, 1906), and the Institute 
of Chartered Accountants, Moorgate: by 
Lanchester and Rickards, such as Cardiff 
City Hall, Deptford Town Hall, and the 
Central Hall, Westminster: by Blomfield. 
such as the United University Club, Pall 
Mall East: and in the sphere of minor com- 
mercial work that of Treadwell and Martin, 
who introduced a type of vertical elevation, 
Gothic in character, that expressed the steel 
frame very effectively—a good example is 
Whitehall House, Charing Cross; while in 
the ecclesiastical sphere much thoughtful 
and unconventional work was being done 
Py men like Nicholson and Corlette, Fel- 
il Prynne, E. H. Sedding, Temple 
! e, and others. 

Mt. Goodhart-Rendel mentioned the 
py Pl ag of La Samaritaine, Paris, as 
if | a idea that we did not copy here, but, 
Cone en rightly, the fagade of the 

‘Xchange, Liverpool (circa 1907), 
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Now there’s a chance of a 
home for aged architects ’'m 
hoping Angela will propose.” 





designed, I believe, by Briggs, Wolsten- 
holme and Thornely, is wholly of metal. 
D. H. Burnham, of Chicago, filled the 
spaces between the Portland stone columns 
of the original Selfridge Store (1909) with 
wholly metal windows; Frank Verity did 
the same thing in his Raoul Shoe building, 
Regent-street, and Richardson and Gill fol- 
lowed suit in the upper storeys of their 
Polytechnic Building in the same street. 

Verity’s Imperial Theatre, which stood 
on the corner of Tothill-street and Dart- 
mouth-street, Westminster, was built not, | 
think, for Mrs. Patrick Campbell, but for 
Mrs. Langtry. I remember going into it in 
1908 when it had just been taken over by 
the demolition contractors, and _ being 
appalled at the destruction of so much 
splendour. No doubt the remoteness of the 
theatre from recognised Theatreland was the 
reason it never paid. Verity, by the way, 
also reconstructed the interior of Nash’s 
Haymarket Theatre, while later examples of 
his work are the Carlton Cinema, Hay- 
market, and the Plazz, Lower Regent-street. 

The dominating theatre architect of the 
period, however (in quantity, though not 
quality), was Frank Matcham, who built 
over 100 theatres and music-halls up and 
down the country and left a fortune of 
£90,000—good going at a time when the 
pound was about feur times its present 
value. The reason for Matcham’s success 
was that he was up to all the tricks of 
theatre planning. I have been told that he 
seldom or never designed his own eleva- 
tions. In the case of the London Coliseum 
he sent the plans to ©. W. English. one of 
the leading perspective artists of the day. 
and said: “Fit me some elevations to 
these ~! Happy times! 

One of the most successful domestic 
architects of the period was undoubtedly 
George Devey (not Deeley, as in your re- 
port). A typical example of his work near 
London is Coombe Warren, Surrey, which 
he built for Sir Donald Currie. 

I wish that Mr. Goodhart-Rendel would 
expand his reminiscences of the early years 
of the century and put them in book form. 
No one could capture the period better 
than he. Though it is now generally dis- 
paraged, it was full of interest and pro- 
duced much excellent work—work that 
posterity may compare not unfavourably 
with a good deal that is being done to-day. 

SCRIBE. 
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A CASE FOR THE HALF-BRICK 
To the Editor of The Builder 


.1R,—Some time ago I supervised the 
erection of a block of flats, the brick 
work of which was in English bond and 
the walls of the balconies in 44 in. work, 
so that the job did not look incongruous. 
I had the usual course of headers as in 
English bond, the stretcher for one course 
and snapped header for the next course, 
but this meant a rough back which had to 
be rendered, whereas if I had had a 
purpose-made half-brick the back of the 
wall would only have to be pointed as the 
work proceeded. The same remarks apply 
to Flemish bond and to the ordinary 
stretcher bond in cavity work, and if 
there is any doubt about strength a brick 
reinforcement every fourth course can be 
employed. 

1 am all for the manufacture of half- 
bricks and would add that I see no reason 
why closures should not be made, thus 
doing away with the ugly look of 
stretcher bond. 

G. W. Harris. 

43, Leopold-road, NW10. 


PLANNING IN UGANDA 

“TOWN PLANNING IN UGANDA ”* is a very 
brief description by Henry Kendall of the 
efforts made by Government over the past 
40 years to control development and preserve 
amenities in the urban areas of Uganda. 

The book is written by a European official 
from the European standpoint and compari- 
sons are seemingly against European 
standards. In spite of the fact that a multi- 
racial society of sharply contrasting cultures 
exists in the urban areas of the Protectorate, 
the author has chosen not to consider the 
basic problems and aspirations of the 
African majority and the Asian minorities. 
Against such a background a description of 
restrictive and negative control fades to in- 
significance, and with this limitation the book 
is unable to make a contribution to current 
African planning thought and technique. 

Almost everything except the vernacular 
is included in roughly 70 photographs of 
buildings. but air photographs of some 
typical African settlements might have been 
welcomed in place of five of the six obliques 
of Mission Stations. 

The book nevertheless forms a short but 
readable “sketch history ” and “ guide ” to 
the townships of the Protectorate and in- 
cludes a number of planning schemes pre- 
sented in a colour-hatched notation. 

The book is evidence of the existence of a 
Director of Town Planning in Uganda. but 
it is hoped that the far reaching problems 
of environmental change are being dealt 
with in a more positive and forward looking 
manner than is generally indicated in the 
book. Considerable hope is known to be 
placed on the new Department of African 
Housing (not mentioned in the book) which, 
by direct contact with. and assistance to the 
African, may lead to the development of an 


indigenous building technique and_ the 
spontaneous growth of new and _ stable 
African communities in rural as well as 
urban areas. R. A: J.:G. 


* Town Planning in Uganda. By Henry Kendall, 
OBE. FRIBA, MTPI. Director of Town Planning, 
Uganda (London: Crown Agents for Overseas 
Governments and Administrations, 4, Millbank. SW1 
Also. obtainable from the Government Printer, 
Entebbe, Uganda.) Price 20s 
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Model of the site’s proposed development. 


DEVELOPMENT AT THE CRYSTAL PALACE 


Proposed National Exhibition Centre 


Architect to the LCC 
DR. J. L. MARTIN, CBE, FRIBA 


Deputy Architect 
F. G. WEST, ARIBA 


Principal Assistant Architects 
N. W. ENGLEBACK, ARIBA B. G. JONES, ARIBA 
M. J. ATTENBOROUGH, ARIBA 
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PLANS for the erection of a 
~ £7 million exhibition centre at 
Crystal Palace, have now been 
drawn up by Dr. J. L. Martin, MA, 
FRIBA, architect to the London 
County Council. It will have a 
total lettable area of enclosed ex- 
hibition space of 500,776 sq. ft. 
unbroken by roof supports, of 
which 338,000 sq. ft. will be on solid 
ground and suitable for heavy 
engineering exhibits. 

The proposed site lies on the 
upper terraces extending along the 
south-eastern side of the Crystal 
Palace-parade, on the site of the 
old Crystal Palace itself. This site 
dominates the whole grounds and 
conversely becomes a focus point. 
There is a sharp fall in levels to the 
south-east, and in the old Crystal 
Palace layout, this fall was over- 
come by the construction of a num- 
ber of terraces. The character of 
the proposed new exhibition build- 
ing is such that the levels would 
have to be reduced in number to 
two. 

It would be possible to provide 
parking facilities for 5,000 cars in 
a multi-storey garage erected on the 
site of the former high level 
station, and the building is so de- 
signed as to enable pedestrian access 
from it by tunnel underneath 
Crystal Palace-parade. A further 
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multi-storey garage could be erec- 
ted to accommodate 2,000 cars on 
the site of the North Tower Lake, 
within the grounds but adjacent to 
Crystal Palace-parade. 

Planning. — The problem was to 
provide a_ building which would 
reconcile two apparently opposing 
requirements—the need for a group 
of several buildings offering adapt- 
ability as well as a large single 
unit for certain types of exhibitions 
such as motor shows and_ heavy 
industry exhibitions. To meet these 
requirements it is proposed to con- 
struct two main buildings. A simple 
square structure at the upper level 
forms a main distribution centre to 
all levels and parts of both build- 
ings with a more intimate type of 
exhibition hall over. Access is 
gained either direct from Crystal 
Palace-parade or via the tunnel be- 
low from the multi-storey car park. 





Circulation from this point of entry Model of the exhibition centre, 
to other parts of the two buildings showing the amphitheatre and 
would be assisted and accelerated arena. Below : Plan and sections. 


by a system of escalators, lifts and 
staircases. The exhibition space 
above the entrance would be pro- 
vided in three suspended galleries. 

The main building runs along the 


whole length of one of the existing PEREREREREEE EE eee 
lower terraces, with its floor area _— e 

effectively divided by changes of = —S 
level along its length into three main 

areas. Each area, while being ie tee rt CERN ate eer rare eo weer e em ST 
capable of independent use, could 
also be used in combination with 
one or both of the others. Within 
one of these areas is an amphi- 
theatre and arena giving up to 
13.500 seats. These diverse areas 
would be covered by one single and 
impressive roof span. 
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The park restaurant. 


Between the main building and Crystal 
Palace-parade, considerable areas are 
provided for open air exhibits, and could 
also be used as supplementary car parks. 

Construction. — The roof would be 
built up from a series of double canti- 
lever trusses springing from a main truss 
spanning the width of the building. The 
cantilever trusses from the vertical glaz- 
ing face and the skin construction linking 
them form a series of intersecting roof 
slabs, which provide good overall 
natural lighting. The construction of the 
roof slabs allows for walking ways giving 
ready access to all services. These accesses 
also allow the vertical roof glazing to be 
cleaned in perfect safety and without the 
use of ladders or cradles. The intersect- 
ing structural forms of the roof with their 
infillings of glass build up into an intri- 
cate woven form. 


Plans have also been announced for the 
development of the Crystal Palace 
grounds before work on the main ex- 
hibition centre begins. These include the 
extension of the length of the motor 
racing circuit from 1.39 miles to 2.4 miles, 
running the extension over the existing 
track by means of a fly-over. One of the 
grass slopes in the area would be conver- 
ted into an open, natural amphitheatre 
for 5,000 people. A 160-ft. high obser- 
vation tower .would be erected, served by 
a lift and incorporating a platform for 
television cameras. A temporary ski- 
jump would be built as part of the tower. 

These features and the exhibition 
centre would occupy 160 of the available 
200 acres, and plans have already been 
approved by the LCC for the erection of 
a national youth and sports centre on the 
remaining 40 acres. 


DEVELOPMENT AT THE CRYSTAL PALACE 





The open, natural amphitheatre for 5,000 people. 
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BUILDINGS FOR 
MAGISTRATES 


[From a Correspondent] 


A RCHITECTS and builders in various 
ys parts of the country are now being 
called in on the question of the replace- 
ment or improvement of court houses, 
which have long been inadequate or un- 
suitable. I know myself one police court 
in a rural area where there is no waiting- 
room for witnesses, who have to stand 
out in the yard of the police house in 
the open, unless, in the case of heavy 
rain, they are allowed to stand in the 
tiny police station itself or in the magis- 
trate’s private room, which is only large 
enough for six people. Only recently has 
electric light been installed in that par- 
ticular police court. 

Of course, the reason for so many 
obsolete police courts still being in use 
is that the provision of better buildings 
for the administration of the law has 
been so far down the list of priorities of 
post-war building. But now at last per- 
mission is being given for public money 
to be spent on providing, if not new pre- 


mises, at any rate more convenient 
accommodation. 
On this question the Magistrates’ 


Association are now asking that magis- 
trates, who have recently had experience 
in these matters, should report on a num- 
ber of points, in order that the new 
accommodation, which may have to last 
for a good many more years, may 
embody the results of careful thought. 
POINTS FOR ARCHITECTS 

It is pointed out, for example, that a 
small piece of grit in the machinery of 
justice can have a considerable effect 
over a period of years. Here are some 
of the points worthy of study by archi- 
tects, in the words of The Magistrate: 
“Local experience will tell, for instance, 
how much space is required in the court 
room for advocates, Press and _ public; 
whether any problems exist of circula- 
tion between custody rooms and the 
dock, for instance, or between the wait- 
ing accommodation for witnesses and the 
witness-box; whether lavatory accommo- 
dation is adequate and conveniently 
sited.” 

The same article continues: “ It must 
be remembered, of course, that in many 
places, the accommodation used for 2 
magistrates’ court on one day a week has 
to be suitable for some other use on 
other days. But if the needs of the 
magistrates are fully known it will often 
be possible to meet them by some adap- 
tation or modification which will not 
interfere with other uses. In particular 
we would urge that the special needs ol 
the juvenile and domestic courts should 
be borne in mind. The segregation of 
juveniles on court premises is a statutory 
requirement which should always be 
taken into account in planning new pre 
mises, and if adequate juvenile court 
accommodation is provided, the same, oF 
some of it, is usually suitable for usé 
on another day of the week as a domesti¢ 
court.” 

«s A recent example of new magistrates’ cO 
the Courts of Justice, Highgate, were illustr 
in The Builder of August 26 last.—ED. 
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FINAL INSPECTION 
The Grange Gives up its Secrets 


THE manor house has been sold at 
last and new owners will, it is said, 
enter into occupation on quarter day. My 
old clients have already departed so it 
merely remains for me to make a final 
inspection and certify the outstanding 
account of Chawley, who has been in 
attendance during the obsequies. 


Chawley is the village builder, and his 
knowledge of the old house is extensive 
and peculiar. Indeed, we have made 
many Odysseys together during the past 
twenty years or so in quest of damp and 
drains and dry rot, and on such adven- 
turous expeditions we were often attended 
by a veritable paragon among handymen 
who was known as Mitch. Mitch was a 
lank, indefinite sort of person who lurked 
unseen in the obscurity of dark door- 
ways and outbuildings, but would appear 
miraculously behind Chawley in response 
to a low whistle. 


I recollect how on one occasion we 
had endeavoured without success to track 
the course of a mysterious chimney flue 
from a large open recess in a disused 
basement room. Mitch, summoned in 
the usual manner, poked his head up the 
flue, studied the problem for a long time 
and then produced a pair of steps. 


“Tl bet there’s climbin’ irons up this 
here old chimbley” said Mitch as he 
disappeared upwards from sight and an 
enormous cascade of soot came suddenly 
down and transformed Chawley and me 
into Christy Minstrels. 

It transpired that after a dark and difli- 
cult journey aloft Mitch had eventually 
wriggled his way through the side of an 
ancient cupboard into a room in the 
bachelors’ wing where an old gentleman 
was roused from an afternoon nap by 
a frightful crash, followed by dense 
clouds of dust and débris enveloping a 
Strange apparition ! Down in the village 
the legend that the bachelors’ wing is 
haunted by a grim Satanic figure is now 
well established and, as I stroll along the 
deserted corridors and peep into the bare 
rooms of the old house for the last time. 
I wonder who will share its secrets when 
Chawley and I are gone. 

There is, of course, the well-known 
secret door in the dining room panelling 
which is so very obvious that everybody 
in the neighbourhood thinks that the safe 
is still kept there. The front door bell 
that cannot be rung is also a topic of 
conversation among the lads of the 
village, but even Chawley has never been 
able to solve the mystery of the power- 
ful jet of soapy water which squirted 
suddenly from the ground in the middle 
of the hard courts during a tennis tourna- 
ment and drenched an athletic young 
lady from Wimbledon. 

And who will know that the crude 
scribblings made by some long-forgotten 
chimney sweep on the inside of the iron- 
mg room door are the only recorded 
Clues to identification of the tall Eliza- 
bethan stacks above the north wing? 

Who will discover the trap door, most 
cunningly devised and concealed by 
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Chawley in the back of the linen store on 
the top corridor during the absence of 
Mrs. Cackitt, the housekeeper, on holiday, 
so that we could penetrate the roof void 
in search of loose tiles and starlings’ 
nests ? 

Who, indeed, will ever find the hal- 
lowed spot where good Mrs. Cackitt hid 
those bottles of her most potent elder- 
berry and cowslip wines when the second 
world war started and could never re- 
member where she had concealed them 
when it was over ? 

The lovely old house seems to doze in 
the autumn sunlight and the weathercock 
on the stable turret stirs uneasily in the 
breeze with a creaking of his ancient 
joints, after an enervating watch over 
convoys of closed vans, filled with furni- 
ture and manned by pale-faced strangers 
wearing green baize aprons. 

Chawley is waiting to bid me farewell 
near the entrance to the walled garden. 
“Everything all right, Guv?” inquires 
Chawley, peering at me somewhat 
anxiously through his spectacles in case 
I may have detected in his account some 


1t23 


blatant overcharge for tap washers or 
sash cords. 

“It is indeed,’ I say as, for the last 
time, we peep together at the apples on 
the trees, through the bars of the old 
iron gate and I am reminded of Henry 
Austin Dobson’s verse: 

Here be shadows large and long: 

Here be spaces meet for song; 

Grant, O garden-god, that I, 

Now that none profane is nigh,— 

Now that mood and moment please, ~ 

Find the fair Pierides. 

““No perishin’ wopses after the fruit 
this year” says Chawley, who has never 
heard of Henry Austin Dobson or met 
the Pierides girls. “Ah, well, so long 
Guv.” And as we shake hands he taps 
me lightly on the chest with his little 
hinged ruler and gazes at me rather in- 
tently through his shabby old spectacles, 
as though he might be making a rapid 
mental record of my physical dimensions 
for future reference. 

At that moment I remember that 
Chawley is not merely a carpenter and 
joiner by trade, but also an undertaker. 

F. R. JELLEY. 


STONE BUILDING IN FRANCE 


A Continuing 


Tradition 


By B.S. TOWNROE, OBE, Hon.ARIBA 


ARCHITECTS and builders who have 
a been enjoying their holidays in 
France recently must have been im- 
pressed by the amount of stone building 
in that country as compared with the 
British Isles. Here buildings made of 
stone can only be found in parts of the 
North of England, in and around Bath, 
and in districts where stone quarries are 
conveniently near, and _ experienced 
labour is available. But ever since the 
fourteenth century building stone has 
been widely used in France, and indeed 
much of the stone at one time was expor- 
ted to this country. Caen stone, for ex- 
ample, from Normandy, of which so many 
churches in Calvados are built, was used 
in the building of the Tower of London 
and Canterbury Cathedral. Stone from 
Courville in the Marne Department was 
used for building the Town Hall of 
Brussels, and some varieties of French 
stone are still sent over the Atlantic to 
the United States. 

In France it is true to say that almost 
all the great architectural monuments 
have been built of stone. The Cathedral 
of Limoges is a granite structure. and 
the Cathedral of Strasbourg is built of 
sandstone from the Vosges. But most of 
the other historic buildings were built 
of limestone. of which there are vast 
quantities still available. Limestone was 
indeed, so popular as a building material 
in the Middle Ages that in 1292 there 
were 14 stone quarries in Paris itself. 
These provided the necessary materials 
needed for the growth of Paris, and were 
the origin of the subterranean passages 
often called the Catacombs. 

An official book was published in 1598. 
giving details of where these underground 
passages ran, as a warning to inhabitants 
to protect themselves and _ travellers 


against the robbers who lived in the quar- 
ries. There were also frequent subsi- 
dences in those days. Nobody was quite 
sure exactly where the subterranean work- 
ings existed, but at times these suddenly 
swallowed up an odd pedestrian or even 


houses. Walking in Paris in the Middle 
Ages had indeed its own _ particular 
dangers. 


The quarries were used for a number 
of years, and then the underground pas- 
sages were filled with the bones of more 
than three million Parisians taken from 
the Paris cemeteries and from the Charnel 
House of the Innocents after this was 
closed in 1785. There is still access to 
some of these Catacombs from one of 
the Paris squares, but in practice any 
further underground quarrying of lime- 
stone under the City of Paris was com- 
pletely prohibited over 150 years ago. 


Quarrying continues, however, in 
many of the areas around Paris, notably 
in the tableland of Beauce and Brie. 
[here are also considerable limestone 
areas in Valois and to the north-west of 
Rheims as far as Laon. It is therefore 
probable that local stone will continue 
to be used in many parts of France for 
vears to come. In some cases the seams 
of limestone are at least 60 ft. deep, and 
architects freely continue to plan build- 
ings to be constructed of stone. Notable 
buildings still to be studied in and around 
Paris, constructed of local stones, are the 
Opera, the Palace of Justice, the Bank of 
France, the National Library, the Palace 
of Luxembourg and a number of 
churches, including the Madeleine. Two 
Paris railway stations, the St. Lazare into 
which trains from Dieppe and Havre run, 
and the railway station of the East, are 
also made of local limestone. 
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The main entrance. 


Below : Snack bar interior. 


CAFE AT NEW GEORGE STREET, PLYMOUTH 
KENNETH M. B. CROSS, MA, V-PRIBA, Architect 


W. J. HALL, Quantity Surveyor 


HIS café, for Messrs. Goodbody’s, Ltd., includes 

a shop and snack bar, a first-floor restaurant 

and a basement grill room. The front elevation 
is faced with Portland stone, and the shop fronts, 
entrance doors and fascia to the canopy are in bronze. 





WAKEHAM BROS., Builders 


The main shop is floored with large terrazzo tiles, and 
hardwood strip flooring has been employed for other 
floors used by the public. The kitchen and bakery 
floors are covered with red quarry tiles. The grill room 
is panelled in hardwood. 
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CAFE AT NEW GEORGE STREET, PLYMOUTH 


Following are the sub-contractors associated with the work : 


Facade and shop fittings, E. Pollard and Co.; snack bar and service equipment, Sumerling and 


Co., Ltd.; steelwork, Daw nays, Ltd.; patent floors, Diespeker and Co., 


— G. N. Haden and Sons; stonework, Bath and Portland Stone Firms, Ltd.; building bricks, 
estern Counties Brick Co.; facing bricks, Uxbridge Flint Brick Co.; metal windows and lantern 


lights, Crittall Manufacturing Co.; hardwood flooring, Acme Flooring Co., Ltd.; terrazzo paving 


and wall linings, Diespeker and Co., Ltd.: passenger lift, Waygood Otis and Co., Ltd.; electrical 
installation, Drake and Gorham, Ltd.; staircase balustrades, George Wright (London), Ltd.; 
handrails, F. J. Lewis, Ltd.: sanitary goods, George Wright (London), Ltd.; canopy lights, 
Lenscrete, Ltd.: asphalt, Val de Travers Asphalte Paving Co.; Panalac, Reeves and Fox Eliott 
(Plymouth); waterproofing, R. I. W. Products, Ltd.; sun blinds, Skinner, Plymouth; door furniture, 
James Gibbons, Ltd.; reconstructed stone copings and cills, Malcolm Macleod and Co., Ltd.; 
8as Installation, South Western Gas Board; Plymax partitions, Venesta, Ltd. 


td.; heating and ventila- 
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EUROPEAN HOUSING 


ECE Committee's Programme of Work 


NUMBER of delegates from eastern 
and western countries who participated 
in the United Nations Economic Com- 
mission for Europe (ECE) Housing Com- 
mittee’s recent deliberations are now visiting 
various categories of moderate-rental hous- 
ing in Zurich and other Swiss cities and in 
Stockholm. As its final business the com- 
mittee established its future programme of 
work. 

Housing Situation—Delegates made con- 
tributions to a draft survey of the housing 
situation prepared by the Secretariat for 17 
European countries and for Europe as a 
whole. 

Housing in Less Industrialised Countries. 

-A scheme was worked out for small 
missions of experts to study the problems 
on the spot in Turkey and Yugoslavia. 
Yugoslavia, for example, seeks help along 
the following main lines: (1) the reconstruc- 
tion of its building materials industry: (2) 
modernisation and equipping of its building 
enterprises; (3) training of workers and pro- 
vision of fellowships for technicians; and (4) 
literature and documentation in the field of 
housing and building. The visits of the 
missions to Yugoslavia and Turkey are 
expected to take place at the end of Febru- 
ary or early March. 


a4 


Industrialisation and  Mechanisation.— 
Delegates examined the progress which had 
been made by rapporteurs from Italy, 
France and the USSR in the study of alter- 
native forms of concrete in house construc- 
tion. As a further step in the effort by the 
ECE Housing Committee to reduce building 
costs in Europe a detailed discussion led the 
delegates to call upon governments for re- 
ports on the development and: trends in 
mechanisation in building. 

Prefabrication. — Governments were 
invited to prepare a short account of the 
main systems of prefabrication (including 
partial prefabrication) which have been suc- 
cessfully introduced in their countries, 
including a description of public and pri- 
vate measures to encourage prefabrication. 

Modular Co-ordination.—The rapporteurs 
from Poland and the United Kingdom intro- 
duced reports on modular co-ordination in 
the building industry. In the further study 
of this question, where experience of others 
could teach much and an_all-European 
system of modular co-ordination would offer 
obvious advantages. the Polish and UK rap- 
porteurs will be joined by rapporteurs from 
the Soviet Union, Eastern Zone of Germany 
and the International Council for Building 
Research, Studies and Documentation (CIB). 

Building Costs-—Delegates were invited 
to send information for studies undertaken 
by CIB on the effects of height, width and 
shape of dwellings on total costs, studies 
which when complete will be submitted to 
the ECE delegates. To achieve an inter- 
national comparison of the make-up of costs 
of various types of construction, an investi- 
gation is to be undertaken into costs of 
industrial workers’ housing, including per- 
manent houses at least four storeys high and 
one-family houses, as well as those of tradi- 
tional construction and those of non- 
traditional construction. Studies are also 
under way on contract practices in the build- 
ing industry. 
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The main block’s aspect from the east. 


TELEPHONE EXCHANGE AT YORK, FOR THE GPO 


Chief Architect (MoW) 
ERIC BEDFORD, CVO, ARIBA 


Senior Architect (MoW) 
A. LLOYD SPENCER, FRIBA, AMTPI 


Consulting Engineer 
HARRY BROMPTON, MICE, MISE 


Senior MoW Engineer (Services) 
R. A. LORTON 


i) ie new building houses an automatic telephone 

>xchange of the most modern design, and also 
houses a modern auto-manual switchboard for trunk 
and toll calls. The site (formerly a slum area) is 
situated in the Stonebow, in an area scheduled for 
light industrial development. 

The new building is L-shaped on plan and consists 
of a large basement, ground, first and second floors. 
The main wing accommodates the power plant, 
apparatus and switchroom. The subsidiary wing 
accommodates the welfare and ancillary offices. The 
total floor area of the building (excluding staircases) 
is approximately 50,000 sq. ft., and provision has been 
made for extending the main wing towards the south- 
east and the subsidiary wing in a_north-westerly 
direction, 

Because the basement level of the building was below 
the level of the adjoining River Foss, it was necessary 
for the building area to be surrounded with a cofferdam 
of steel sheet piling to enable the foundations and 
basement to be built. The basement is constructed in 
reinforced concrete and tanked with asphalt. The 
superstructure is of steel frame construction with filler 
joist floors and hollow tile roof slabs, and the walls are 


Supervising Architect (MoW) 
W. S. BRYANT, MBE, ARIBA 


Senior Structural Engineer (MoW) 
J. F. GREINIG, AMICE 


Builders 
HIGGS & HILL, LTD. 


of brick, faced with handmade local bricks. The 
windows are of aluminium with surrounds in recon- 
structed stone and the remaining masonry in natural 
Portland stone. Internally the walls are plastered and 
painted. The floors are finished with wood block to 
the apparatus rooms and linoleum to the switchroom 
and ancillary offices. The main staircase is finished in 
terrazzo. The cost of the building, excluding telephone 
equipment and furniture, is approximately £250,000. 

Sub-contractors and suppliers were: 

Asphalt tanking and roofing, Highways Construction, Ltd.; steel 
sheet piling steel frame, United Steel Structural Co., Ltd.; excavation, 
W. Elliott and Sons; steel reinforcement, Dorman Long and Co., Ltd.; 
bar bending and fixing, G. Moore; bored piling, Cementation Co., Ltd.; 
hollow tile slabs, Higgs and Hill, Ltd.; bituminous felt roofing, Ruberoid 
Co., Ltd.; bricks, Wraye and Sons, York Facing Bricks, Ltd.; natural 
stone, South Western Stone Co., Ltd.; reconstructed stone, Empire Stone 
Co., Ltd.; aluminium windows and doors, Allan H. Williams (Chester), 
Ltd.; pavement lights, J. A. King and Co., Ltd.; plastering, James Phillips 
(Plasterers), Ltd.; cement glass, Quickset Water Sealers, Ltd.; terrazzo 
and granolithic staircases, floor and wall tiling, A. Andrews and Sons, 
Ltd.; cement screed and paving, E. J. Elgood, Ltd.; wood block flooring, 
J. Gerrard and Sons, Ltd.; acoustic ceiling, May Acoustics, Ltd.; wood 
doors, Leaderflush, Ltd.; joinery and partitions, Beaumont and Wilson, 
Ltd.; sliding and removable partitions, Esavian, Ltd.; hardwood gates, 
C. W. Norris, Ltd.; wrought iron balustrades, Isaac Robson and Co.; 
guard rails, Accles and Pollock, Ltd.; roller shutter, W. S. F. Holt, Ltd.; 
chain link fencing, Proctor Bros. (Wirework), Ltd.; cycle stands, Kingston 
Concrete Products, Ltd.; paint, R. Gay and Co.; plumbing and glazing, 
J. H. Shouksmith and Sons, Ltd.; heating and hot water, Leeds Marble 
and Heating Co., Ltd. 


December 30 1955 








nber 30 1955 December 30 1955 
THE BUILDER 
1827 


East elevation of 
the main block. 
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PLANNING AGAINST NOISE 
Mr. Hope Bagenal’s Paper at the Royal Society of Arts 


4 PLANNING Against Noise ” was the 
subject of the Alfred Bossom Lec- 


ture given by Mr. Hope BAGENAL, 
FRIBA, at a meeting of the Royal 
Society of Arts held in London on 
December 7, with Dr. J. L. Martin, 


FRIBA, Architect to the London County 
Council, in the chair. We take the fol- 
lowing extracts from Mr. Bagenal’s re- 
marks. 

Introducing his subject, Mr. Bagenal 
said: ** Our subject cannot be understood 
if considered as a purely technical sub- 


ject. It is not a quantity but a relation- 
ship. It is largely social: its causes are 
partly economic: it involves modern 


building practice, modern traffic develop- 
ment, modern machine design; it tests 
theories in physics; it is implicated in 
modern styles of architecture; its reme- 
dies must depend chiefly on planning and 
on intelligent siting and zoning. There 
is also, lying beneath it, the difficult legal 
problem of how to define noise nuisance 
and beneath that the more difficult ethical 
problem of whether ‘peace and quiet’ 
is to be defended against speed, or to be 
sacrificed.” 
FACTORIES 

Mr. Bagenal went on to excuse day 
and night noise, the legal aspect of noise, 
and background noise, after which he 
continued: 

What can a firm do if it genuinely de- 
sires to be a good neighbour and reduce 
its noise? One such is known to me— 
a firm building a number of new factories 
in different parts of the country in which 
noisy processes are unavoidable. The 
firm also has a campaign once or twice 
a year in which they work all night. The 
method is briefly as follows: they and 
their architect take the six-inch scale map 
on which their new site, and the adjoin- 
ing property is marked, and note houses 
which come within at least 100 yards of 
their boundary. They also have a survey 
made in close proximity to the houses of 
the existing noise background in order 
to form a judgment of what noise back- 
ground the occupiers are accustomed to. 
both by night and by day. It is important 
to assess the right conditions. The 
proximity of existing noise sources is 
also noted. It may happen that a loud 
night source such as a shunting yard or 
arterial road is there already which would 
mask their own noise and reduce its risk 
of nuisance for the more remote houses 
—but leaving perhaps some six or eight 
houses close enough to their site to re- 
quire special consideration on one side, 
and perhaps a very close pair of houses 
on the other side. Then the factory. 
and its production track, is laid out as far 
as possible so as to place the loud factory 
noises away from the houses. Also, 
wherever a canteen building, or mana- 
gerial block can be interposed as a screen, 
this is done. 

Next it is important to pay attention 
to entrances, openings, air-intakes, and 
locate them so that they are directed 


away from the housing. In the case I 
have in mind it happens that the loading 
bay is quiet: but very often the loading 
bay with wide openings into the heart of 
the factory is a serious noise source, and 
should be specially considered. All this 
hinges on the production track, that is 
on the basic organising of the whole fac- 
tory process. Then comes the question 
of how far it is necessary to contain the 
noise by solid structure. Factories for 
econcemy are usually built of frame 
structure and then cladding, which easily 
transmits loud noise, and it may be neces- 
sary along one flank, or at one or two 
gable-ends, and angles, to go to the ex- 
pense of nine-inch brick work. Here the 
roof is equally important and should be 
designed so that the bays slope away 
from the vulnerable aspect or that it is 
screened by a high parapet. 


SHRILLNESS AND IRREGULARITY 


A survey of the noise background, as 
far as sound energy recorded in decibels 
on an objective noise meter of the stan- 
dard type, is not difficult. But it does not 
give the whole picture because it only 
gives an average loudness over a wide 
frequency band. Two other factors 
contribute to noise nuisance namely, 
shrillness or stridency, and also irregu- 
larity. The normal human ear is much 
more sensitive to sound at a high pitch, 
and if, for instance, a factory gives out 
a thin high-pitched scream at night 
neighbours may complain even if that 
scream registers something very small 
indeed on the standard noise meter, and 
even if a noise background from heavy 
lorries is quite loud. It is therefore neces- 
sary to measure the relative loudness at 
the different pitches—high, middle, and 
low. For this another standard instru- 
ment, namely, an octave band filter set, 
is used, which gives the relative loudness 
over a number of octaves. 

In the matter of planning and building 
this factor of shrillness is less intractable 
because high-pitched noise can be more 
easily contained by structure than middle, 
and low-pitch. But again there must be 
no openings. Also, since high-pitched 
noise does not bend round corners, and 
gives a sharper sound-shadow, it can 
sometimes be directed skywards from 
high level openings. This principle is 
made use of in designing aeroplane test- 
ing beds. 

Irregularity is very difficult to assess 
yet is a vital factor, and in assessing 
potential noise nuisance must be taken 
into account, and it is also well to remem- 
ber that any new type of noise in a 
locality draws attention to itself. 


CLOISTRAL PLANNING 

After considering community reaction 
to noise, street traffic noise and other 
aspects of the problem, the author con- 
tinued: 

It follows that newly planned office 
buildings in cities should reverse the 
old social tradition (that important 
suites of rooms should come on the street 
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front) and deliberately place the cop. 
dors, lavatories, stores, canteens, stair. 
cases, kitchens on the street front. The 
general offices, manager’s, engineer 
director’s, medical officer’s, board-room 
and committee rooms will be plannej 
on the court. This will immediately Pose 
a daylighting problem and a _furthe 
noise problem. For light the ingenioy; 
plan will step back on the cloistral sid 
but height must clearly be limited. The 
noise problem will be due to the fac 
that “container courts” can prove ver 
noisy, if basement noise from mechanic;| 
equipment, bins, coke dumps and 
forth, is not controlled. Also the very faci 
that traffic noise is screened, will uncover 
the interior noises which are now caused 
by footsteps on cheap, hard floor 
finishes, by telephone — conversations 
heard through thin sectional partitions, 
by door bangs prolonged by reverbera- 
tion, and by tabulating and_ punching 
machines of all kinds. Yet in spite of 
the difficulties—how well worth while it 
would be. I happen to know the resent- 
ment which some of our new transparent. 
to-noise office buildings inspire. Even 
“acoustic event” (as our American 
friends say) is registered on the senses 
Telephoning, dictating, — interviewing 
causes strain. Note the real value of 
quiet floor finishes and of sound-absorb- 
ing ceilings. 


TRAFFIC NOISE 

In all cases it is the quiet site with low 
background that requires extra care in 
specification in respect of interior noise. 
whether in flats, offices, institutions. And 
so the two risks—that of exterior noise 
and interior noise—are reciprocal. 

On outer circular roads a great deal 
of residential building develops withou! 
proper consideration of traffic noise 
Houses should be set back from kerb 
far as possible—say 100 feet, and main 
bedrooms planned at the back. In the 
Chapman Survey, nearness is taken 4 
within 100 yards and within that distance 
complaints go up. The LCC planners 
say that in cases of planning nea 
arterial roads (and railways) the housing 
density is important; with less density i! 
is easier to plan for quiet, whether 0 
the principle of putting building block 
parallel to the road, giving shaded cour's 
behind, or at right angles exposing gable 
ends rather than fronts. Both method 
have their own advantages and di 
advantages. 

The principle of pedestrian ways n tie 
new town planning, and the interposin; 
of green spaces, will considerably reduc! 
noise problems. In modern town plan 
ning it is important to ensure that heav) 
traffic will not find short cuts fron 
arterial roads through residential art 
to trading estates and to railway station 

I am informed on good authority 
buildings of sixteen to twenty store) 
can be supported on the London cl 
High buildings are already going up. “ 
we should consider their future effect ° 
the noise problem. Much depends | 
their set-back from the building line. 
am informed that New York sky-scrap®” 
have acoustic levels corresponding “ 
storey heights. The first eight or 
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storeys are so noisy that closed windows 
and air conditioning is a necessity: then 
comes a moderate noise belt: and above 
forty or fifty storeys there is a relatively 
quiet zone where the only complaints are 
those due to wind-noise. (The Empire 
State Building, is, I believe, 102 storeys.) 
But the New York buildings are often 
directly over the street, forming canyons, 
which inter-reflect from noise sources 
at street paving. If in London we should 
set back the “towers” in the centre 
portion of the island blocks and put 
shops, and packing places of one or two 
storeys on the building fronts, we should 
then have quieter conditions up above: 
we should be defending against street 
traffic noise. But we should not be de- 
fending against helicopters. 

Heavy glazing kept shut will defend 
against street traflic. On noisy sites it is 
well worth while having this protection. 
The frames should be sufficiently far 





b 
monly found in Dublin. 
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apart to be able to line the “reveals ” 
with perforated absorbent tiles. But this 
involves a special ventilation system, or 
else air conditioning for the whole build- 
ing. Hence in nine cases out of ten a 
tratlic insulation problem involves also a 
ventilation scheme. 

We have so far omitted an important 
thing, namely motor horns. Though we 
suffer from street noise in this country, 
many continental cities having no horn 
blowing restrictions suffer very much 
more. Noise measurement of _ traflic 
usually excludes motor horns. It is there- 
fore very desirable that the new cities 
in the Commonwealth should follow 
British practice in this respect rather than 
continental. 


AIRCRAFT NOISE 


We come to our central problem when 
we consider aircraft noise. It is louder: 
it is more ubiquitous; it is increasing. 


IRISH AIRLINES’ NEW LONDON OFFICE.—The newly opened Aer Lingus 
(Irish Airlines) office at 174, Regent-street, has an all-glass frontage measuring 18 ft. 


V13 ft. 6in. The doorway is a representation of the type of Georgian doorway com- 
The decor, furnishings and fittings were designed by Mr. 
James Gardner, OBE, RDI. The interior colour motif is green in which Connemara 
marble has been effectively used. Structural alterations were carried out by Messrs. 
C. P. Roberts and € 0., Ltd., and the architects were Messrs. Body, Son and Fleury. 
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It was directly related to the weight of 
aircraft. The exception to the close 
relationship between air-liner weight and 
noise is the Elizabethan aeroplane. In 
my opinion this machine gives to the 
public a certain standard of quiet both 
for passengers and for persons on the 
ground when it is overhead. Also it has 
a feature, which is likely to be associated 
with the reduction of noise on the ground 
underneath it, namely it is a high-wing 
design and the exhausts are placed on top 
of the wings. There is a directing of 
noise upward and a corresponding shad- 
ing of noise downwards. The principle 
of reducing noise by shading is now 
recognized by designers: in my opinion 
the public have a right to point to the 
standards of quiet set by the Elizabethan 
and ask that these should be further 
applied. 

There is a prima facie argument from 
the point of view of the public for not 
increasing weights above the 50,000 
pounds weight limit and being content 
with moderate-size air vehicles for nor- 
mal travel. 


VULNERABLE BUILDINGS 


From the zoning aspect the obvious 
defence is to keep the noise at a distance 
and this means siting with knowledge of 
future aircraft development. The clear 
objective is to keep vulnerable buildings 
from being put out of action and also 
prevent the hardship now inflicted. All 
buildings are not equally vulnerable: 
they come in an order of sensitivity some- 
what as follows—recording studios, cer- 
tain types of laboratory, auction rooms: 
hospitals and clinics; then law-courts 
and schools; and finally the large audi- 
torium class, including the common com- 
mittee room. 


In hot countries where open windows 
are the rule it should be noted that the 
auditorium class is more vulnerable and, 
unless zoning measures are taken in time, 
the unrelated planning of new air-fields 
and new parliament houses and universi- 
ties in the British Commonwealth may 
lead, in the future, to insoluble noise 
problems. 

The maintenance testing noise on the 
flying ground, which at London Airport 
caused complaints from residential areas, 
can be reduced by “shading *—that is, 
again, by planning so that some buildings 
screen others. Or as at London Airport 
by deliberately building a_ thirty-foot 
high, buttressed, wall. I want to suggest 
that a brick wall planned on the zig-zag 
would buttress itself and give more area 
for absorbing the high-frequency com- 
ponents. 

The future of helicopters must _in- 
fluence tewn-planners in their decisions 
as to high buildings in cities. “* Air-to- 
ground noise is more direct and dan- 
gerous in its assault than “ ground-to- 
ground noise. The noise comes down 
on to roofs and into courts, and enfilades 
streets. This means that we can no longer 
protect from major noise by putting top 
lighting on, for instance, law-courts and 
council chambers. It is roofs which will 
be generally attacked: and to resist. our 
roofs will have to take on the mass. 
equivalent of walls. 
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TELEPHONE EXCHANGE AT UXBRIDGE, MIDDX., FOR THE GPO 


; ‘f 


South-east elevation. 
Right: Main entrance loggia. 


Builders 
HARRY NEAL, LTD. 


Clerk of Works 
M. V. STROWBRIDGE 


i lee new telephone exchange, formally opened on 
December | last, is a steel-framed four-storey 
building on a sloping backland site between the 
High-street and a quiet residential road. It has an 
entrance road both from the front and rear with 
pedestrian access from the High-street. The walls are 
faced in hand-made Sussex stocks, the steel windows 
have reconstructed stone surrounds, and the concrete 
casing of the frame is exposed in the two long side 
elevations of the ground and first floors. The entrance 
is recessed with glazed hardwood screens and doors to 
the lobby. 

All floors are apparatus height and strength, but the 
front part of the ground floor is 9 ft. high with a service 
basement beneath. The rear of the ground floor is 
underground and contains a cable chamber, battery 
room and spare space. The apparatus room on the 
first floor has large windows filling the whole space 
between the piers and carried almost to the ceiling. 





Chief Architect (MoW) 
ERIC BEDFORD, CVO, ARIBA 


Senior Engineer (MoW) 
R. A. LORTON 


Consulting Structural Engineer 
T. BEDFORD, MICE, MISE 


Superintending Structural Engineer (MoW) 
A. E. HEWITT, AMISE 





Both staircases are carried up to roof level, which has 
been designed for staff recreation. The cost, excluding 
telephone equipment and furniture, is approximately 
£128,000. 


The principal sub-contractors are as follows: 


Hollow tile roofs, F. Bradford and Co., Ld.; roof pavement lights, S. B. 
King and Co., Ltd.; asphalt tanking, The Excel Asphalte Co., Ltd.; 
asphalt roofing, The General Asphalte Co., Ltd.; terrazzo work, Marriott 
and Price, Ltd.; carving Royal Cypher, Frank Mortimer, Ltd.; patent roof 
covering, Frazzi, Ltd.; wood block flooring, Hollis Bros., Ltd.; flush 
doors, Cattle, Ltd.; structural steelwork, Redpath Brown and Co., Ltd.; 
metal windows, doors, Aygee, Ltd.; wrought iron balustrades, Hurst 
Franklin and Co., Ltd.; hardwood handrails, E. A. Higginson and Co., 
Ltd.; ornamental WS gates, J. W. Palmer and Co., Ltd.; fencing, Blakeney 
and Strange; letter plate and name plate, B. Finch and Co., Ltd.; electric 
floor conduits, Beehive Electrical Co., Ltd.; dome lights, R. Seddon and 
Sons (St. Helens), Ltd.; heating and hot water services, E. Deane and Beal, 
Ltd.; ventilating hoods, T. Gardner and Co., Ltd.; ash hoist, Hoisting 
Appliance Co., Ltd.; roller shutters, Deans Blinds (Putney), Ltd. ; Portland 
stone caps, The South Western Stone Co., Ltd.; granite bollards, Coopet 
Wettern and Co., Ltd.; metal ducting, Sheetcraft and Ovens, Ltd.; 
electric lighting and wiring, George E. Taylor and Co. (London), Ltd.; 
lifts, Etchells, Congdon and Muir, Ltd. 
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INDUSTRY AND POPULATION 


Effects of Communications and Distribution 


TIYHE theme of the Town and Country 

Planning Association’s national con- 
ference, held at County Hall, London, 
on December 1 and 2, was communica- 
tions and their effect on the distribution 
of industry and population, and the 
conference was named “* Changing 
Britain.” 

The first day was devoted to the means 
of communication themselves, and the 
second to their effect on industry and 
population, with particular reference to 
the London conurbation. 


The conference was opened by Mr. 
J. D. Profumo, Joint Parliamentary 
Secretary, Ministry of Transport and 


Civil Aviation, who said that the plan- 
ning of road communication did not end 
with the planning ,of a national road 
network. There was need to plan the 
most efficient and economic use of high- 
ways and transport services, so as to 
stagger peak loads so far as possible. 

Following are summaries of the papers 
contributed : 


“ Railways and Air” 


Mr. PETER MASEFIELD, MA, president 
of the Institute of Transport, said empha- 
tically that domestic air services were 
not a serious threat to the economic 
and competitive development of the rail- 
ways. In many respects railway and air 
transport were complementary. The rail- 
ways were predominantly goods carriers 

—and although slower, very much 

cheaper. Air travel was predominantly 
passenger and offered a substantial saving 
in time. One of the worst handicaps con- 
fronting air transport was the inadequate 
surface transport between city centres 
and airports. Sites for helicopter stations 
must be planned in the redevelopment 
of the larger city centres—roofs of rail- 
way Stations, suitably strengthened, might 
well prove ideal. Another form of high 
speed short distance travel was the over- 
head monorail system, with a_ possible 
cruising speed of 150 m.p.h. * Whether 
the monorail will be acceptable from an 
aesthetic town planning point of view 
remains to be seen... but as a means of 
speeding up short distance transport it 
deserves closer study. ...In the future we 
may expect to see vertical take-off Jets. 
capable of operating from city centres 
providing that the noise level can be 
made tolerable. Such aircraft, cruising at 
1.800 m.p.h. or more, could reduce 
journey times to a fraction of today’s 
figures.” 

For domestic air services most major 
existing airports, he continued, were 
likely to be adequate for future types 
of aircrafi. with the possible exception 
of runway strength. The planners’ prob- 
iem of today was to look into the future 
and make the necessary provisions in 
their plans for the development of both 
air and rail transport. Both should be 
developed hand in hand. Whilst there 
was ground for collaboration there was 
sufficient field for competition to spur 
both means of transport on to still more 
Vigorous endeavours. 





“ Roads and Roed Transport” 


Mr. CHRISTOPHER T. BRUNNER, past 
president of the Institute of Transport, 
in his paper on “ Roads and Road Trans- 
port ” stressed the fact that road moderni- 
sation in Britain had not matched the 
growth in the use of road transport, due 
to a failure, at Government level, to 
appreciate the economics of twentieth 
century transport developments, to plan 
ahead, and to translate plans into action 
in terms of new road construction and 
major improvements. Out-of-date roads 
piled up transport costs as well as the toll 
of accidents. As a specific example, Mr. 
Brunner mentioned the vital interdepen- 
dence of South Wales and the Midlands. 
A capital outlay of £37,400,000 for a new 
motorway scheme (including £10,600,000 
for the Severn Bridge) would yield a 
saving in transport operating costs of 
£4 m. a year, or more than 10 per cent. 
of the capital costs. 

Dealing with the question of petrol 
filling stations and the need for an effi- 
cient service for motorists and transport 
drivers, he asked for a re-assessment of 
national requirements, and urged the pro- 
vision of a chain of “service enclaves,” 


at strategic intervals along the new 
motorways, equipped with cafés, 
restaurants, rest rooms and toilets in 


addition to vehicle fuelling and servicing 
facilities. 

Mr. Brunner concluded by saying that 
unless we acted now to build at least 
800 miles of motorways, we should soon 
be imposing a volume of traffic on our 
present roads so heavy that industrial 
chaos would result. “It is no use plan- 
ning for great increases -in_ industrial 
productivity without planning and 
building—the roads to carry the conse- 
quent products the need for better 
roads is now urgent and essential to the 
nation.” 


* Distribution of Population” 


Mr. PETER SELF said that some 40 per 
cent. of the population of England and 
Wales lived in the giant conurbations 
of London, Birmingham, Manchester. 
Liverpool and Leeds. In Scotland two out 
of every five Scots lived on the congested 
Clydeside. 

Mr. Self discussed the legislation and 
Government policies which, he said, since 
the war, had done much to redistribute 
the population—directing industry to 
Development Areas, new towns and ex- 
panding country towns. which would 
ctherwise have gravitated to London, 
Birmingham and the other large conurba- 
tions. But it appeared that the pressure 
for industrial growth in the large conur- 
bations was threatening to bear down 
before it the defensive bulwark of public 
controls, and although powers existed to 
control industrial growth of the large 
cities the blatant truth was that they were 
not being used effectively. 

“It is vital,” said Mr. Self, “that a 
damper be placed on employment in the 
big centres. and magnets provided to 
draw industry and commerce elsewhere.” 
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These magnets were a_ selection of 
medium- and small-sized towns which 
should be expanded, some of them by 
only a few thousand, others by as much 
as 25,000. The bigger expansions must 
be well away from the congested centres. 

“In these broad issues of policy,” said 
Mr. Self, “the initiative can only come 
from the centre. Green belts, industrial 
location, new and expanded towns—al] 
are vital elements in a single grand de- 
sign, which will collapse if pursued in a 
sporadic and piecemeal manner.” The 
next steps were twofold—to integrate 
those national policies which now were 
weak (such as the treatment of indus- 
trial location), and to push boldly ahead 
with those other policies which already 
commanded general agreement (such as 
dispersal to new and expanded towns), 
In these ways, a much better distribution 
of the population could be brought about 
within the next 20 years. 


“London in Relation to the Rest of 
the Country” 


Mr. W. G. Fiske, chairman of the 
LCC’s housing committee, dealt with 
London as the centre of the whole net 
of communications for the country, and 
also as the area from which there would 
be the greatest redistribution of popula 
tion. 

On the subject of traffic problems and 
road construction he posed the following 
questions: (1) Should the inner area of 
London be banned to private and com- 
mercial vehicles? (2) Should drastic steps 
be taken to limit office employment in 
the City and West End? (3) Should there 
be a traffic force augmenting the police 
force with powers to fine on the spot for 
such things as parking offences? (4) Do 
we need fines calculated in to-day’s 
money? (5) Should a Roads Commission 
be set up to plan and build roads for the 
country as a whole taking over the job 
from the mass of local authorities in- 
volved and the Ministry of Transport, 
and working on a clearly defined budget 
settled for some years in advance which 
can be taken out of motor taxation or out 
of general reserve? 

Dealing with the question of the 
300,000 people who had no hope of find: 
ing accommodation in the County ol 
London, Mr. Fiske said that the LC 
were pressing forward with schemes 
under the Town Development Act, 1952 
which enabled arrangements to be made 
with towns beyond the green belt area 
(50, 60 and 70 miles from London) © 
take London's population, and with Lon- 
don’s population London’s _ industry. 
* How quickly this will operate it 1s Im 
possible to say.” said Mr. Fiske, “bul 
we have every hope that by reducing th 
pressure on London's facilities we ¢a? 
make London itself a more desirable 
place for the 34m. people who will oe 
left behind to live in it . . . and will als 
bring a vigorous new infusion of life im? 
the old country towns which are In ditt 
culties because they cannot provide - 
amenities of modern living and s0 a 
their young people to the larger toW® 
in the area. ce 

“To do this we need a great vst" 
of the future and a great faith i the 
energy and ability of our generation. 
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News of the Week 


CRYSTAL PALACE APPROVED 


HE proposal to build a £7m. exhibi- 

tion centre in the grounds of the 
Crystal Palace, if sufficient financial sup- 
port is received from industry and the 
Government, was approved in principle 
by the London County Council on 
December 23, after considerable opposi- 
tion had been expressed by Conservative 
members. Sir Norris Kenyon, leader of 
the opposition party, supported the pro- 
posals in principle, but successfully 
moved an amendment to the report of 
the general purposes committee deleting 
the words “exhibition centre for Lon- 
don,” and substituting “a national exhi- 
bition centre.” 

An estimate for liability of £7,500 in 
respect of a contribution towards the pro- 
vision of a youth hostel at Holland 
House, Kensington, was approved at the 
same meeting. 


THE ROYAL GOLD MEDAL 


THE RIBA announced on Wednesday 
that Professor Walter Gropius, of Cam- 
bridge, Massachusetts, has been awarded 
the Institute's Royal Gold Medal for 
Architecture, for 1956. 
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SALTIRE SOCIETY’S AWARDS 


HousInNG schemes in the two new Scot- 
tish towns, Glenrothes, Fife, and East 
Kilbride, Lanarkshire, are to be given the 
architectural design awards made 
annually by the ‘Saltire Society. The 
Glenrothes award is for a block of flats 
known as “ The Beeches.” The society’s 
adjudicators say that the landscape treat- 
ment is exceptionally good in relation to 
the design of the flats and houses. “ The 
Beeches” were designed by Miss Nina 
L. Forbes, ARIBA, under the supervision 
of Mr. Peter Tinto, ARIBA, chief archi- 
tect of the Glenrothes Corporation. 

The terraced houses in Stuarton Park, 
East Kilbride, designed in the architec- 
tural department of the East Kilbride 
Development Corporation, under the 
supervision of the chief architect, Mr. 
F. C. Scott, LRIBA, are described as 
having an unusual and imaginative layout 
which does everything possible to get 
away from the monotony often associated 
with large-scale housing. 


NEW CHURCHES 


THE Central Council for the Care of 
Churches have extended until January 10 
the date at which architects may submit 
specimens of their work for inclusion in 
the exhibition on new churches which the 
Council is to hold at the Building Centre 
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during the fortnight beginning February 
6. Plans and drawings of buildings 
which have not yet been erected, but 
which are likely to be built in the near 
future, are now eligible. Details from 
the Council’s Librarian, Fulham Palace, 
SW6. 


RICS JUNIORS 


THE RICS Junior ORGANISATION is to 
hold a meeting on January 5 at which Mr. 
J. R. W. Alexander, CBE, LLB., will 
speak on “Reminiscences of an Arbi- 
trator.” Mr. E. C. Strathon, FRICS, will 
be in the chair. The meeting has been 
arranged by the Junior Organisation 
Quantity Surveyors’ Committee and is 
open to all Junior members. It will be 
held at 6.15 at the Institution. 


PUBLIC SCHOOL RECRUITS 


THE NFBTE will be acting as hosts to 
the Public Schools Appointments Bureau 
at the latter’s annual meeting, to be held 
at the Dorchester Hotel on Friday, 
January 6. The chair will be taken by 
Mr. Harvey G. Frost, OBE, president, 
NFBTE. 

The morning session, which will start 
to assemble at 10 a.m., will be on “ The 
Building Industry and Its Opportunities,” 
and the speakers will be Mr. D. E. Wood- 
bine Parish and Mr. L. J. Holloway, 
president, LMBA. The afternoon will 























cently completed ice stadium at Cortina d’Ampezzo, in the Dolomites 


of northern Italy, where the seventh Winter Ol lympic Games are to be held from January 26 to February 5 next. A summary of 


progress made on the main Olympics site at Melbourne, Australia, is given on page 1141. 
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be on “ Advertising To-day,” followed at 
5 p.m., by films on the building industry. 


PRICE STABILISATION 


FOLLOWING the lead given to industry 
by the cement and plaster board manufac- 
turers, Leighton Buzzard Tiles, Ltd., 
which is a member of the Eastwoods 
Group of cement and building material 
producers, has announced that it has de- 
cided to stabilise its selling prices of con- 
crete roofing tiles until June 30, next. 

Stramit Boards, Ltd., manufacturers 
of structural building slabs, have 
announced that there will be no increase 
in the price of either roofing or partition 
grade Stramit during the next six months. 
BEDFORD “SKYSCRAPERS” 

BEDFORD HousING COMMITTEE is con- 
sidering plans for the erection of a three- 
point block of ten-storey flats on land 
near the town centre known as St. John’s 
Glebe. 

In reply to local criticism, the com- 
mittee points out that, far from being out 
of keeping with their surroundings, the 
flats would consort very well with their 
parkland setting and would enable 90 per 
cent. of the trees to be left standing. Part 
of the site, moreover, is low-lying, and 
additional building works would be 
necessary to ensure that all dwellings 
were above flood level. Consequently a 
scheme for bungalows only would be un- 
economical, but provision is made for ten 
bungalows for old people, in the present 
plans. 


MONMOUTHSHIRE SURVEY 

THE way in which Sir Cyril Fox and 
Lord Raglan collected archaeological 
material for their recently completed sur- 
vey of minor domestic architecture in 
Monmouthshire, was described in a 
BBC Third Programme talk on Sunday, 
December 11, by M. W. Barley, of the 
Department of Extra-Mural Studies, 
University of Nottingham. Mr. Barley 
also discussed the bearing of this new 
evidence upon current knowledge of 
social conditions in seventeenth-century 
rural England. 


YORK MARKET 

A NEW MARKET, which is being estab- 
lished in York behind the medieval 
Shambles, will have six permanent stalls 
built in brick in medieval style, with pan- 
tiled roofs and oak shutters. Forty new 
stalls with tubular frames and_ gaily 
coloured tops will be arranged round 
them. This new market was officially 
opened on December 15, after the re- 
moval of the market stalls in St. Samp- 


son’s-square, which will probably 
become a car park. 
RIBA COMPETITIONS 

THe Board of Architectural Educa- 


tion has called the attention of intending 
competitors for the RIBA Intermediate 
Design Prize and Victory Scholarship 
Competitions, 1956-57, to the fact that 
the closing date for the submission of 
forms of application is February 4 next. 
Under the arrangements for the RIBA 
Intermediate Design Prize only one en 
loge competition will be held. This 
will take place in London and at non- 
metropolitan centres on Tuesday, March 
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20. The en loge competition for the 
Victory Scholarship will be held on the 
same day. 


MAINTENANCE SCHOLARSHIPS 

THE Architects’ Registration Council of 
the United Kingdom are to award in 
June, 1956, certain maintenance scholar- 
ships in architecture to students of 
British nationality who could not other- 
wise afford to attend architectural schools 
approved by the Council. Scholarships 
will not be granted to students less than 
17 years of age on October 1, 1956. Par- 
ticulars may be obtained from the Secre- 
tary to the Board of Architectural 
Education, ARCUK, 68,  Portland- 
place, Wl. Completed applications must 
be received by January 31 next. 


ST. PAUL’S CHURCH, BARKING 


A CHURCH of a somewhat novel de- 
sign is being erected in Barking to take 
the place of the old St. Paul’s Church, 
which was destroyed by bombing during 
the war. The church proper is on the 
first floor, with halls and a Sunday school 
on the ground floor. 

The foundation stone of the church 
was laid recently by the Marquess of 
Salisbury in the presence of the Bishop 
of Barking, and the building is due to be 
completed next summer. 

The architects are Messrs. Braddock 
and Martin-Smith and the contractors 
E. H. Burgess. 


PROFESSIONAL ANNOUNCEMENTS 


Miss GERTRUDE LEVERKUS, who was the second 
woman to become a Fellow of the Royal Institute of 
British Architects, has become an associate in the firm 
of Messrs. Norman and Dawbarn, architects and 
consulting engineers, 5, Gower-street, WC1. 

Mr. W. F. Howarp, FRIBA, has moved his office 
to 35, Thurloe-street, London, SW7 (tel.: Kensing- 
ton 8759). 


Mr. J. A. BeeLtty, ARICS, chartered quantity 
surveyor, has opened an office at Adelphi Chambers, 
30, Hoghton-street, Southport, Lancs. 

Mr. N. G. MarsH, ARICS, MRSH, chartered sur- 
veyor, has commenced practice on his own account 
at 44, Avenue-crescent, Cranford, Middlesex (Hayes 
3232), and will be pleased to receive trade literature. 


FROM “THE BUILDER” OF 1855 
Saturday, December 29, 1855 


CRIMEAN Huts.—The timber huts sent 
out to the Crimea are much complained 
of. The roofs are not watertight, the 
sides are not wind-tight, and the stoves 
do not give heat enough. At Aldershot 
there have been two fires in these timber 
huts. As this is a model camp, we pre- 
sume the fires were model fires also: a 
warm look out this cold weather for our 
men in the Crimea. 


COMPETITION NEWS 
Ipswich Civic Centre 

IPSWICH TOWN COUNCIL has decided 
to obtain by competition under RIBA 
conditions designs for the layout of the 
whole area of about six and a half acres 
between Matthews-street, Museum-street 
and Black Horse-lane. This area is allo- 
cated in the development plan for the 
civic centre, to include buildings for Cor- 
poration offices, a Council Chamber suite, 
law courts and a public hall. A Corpora- 
tion spokesman told The Builder that the 
Borough Surveyor, Mr. J. B. Storey, is 
to prepare a scheme for the competition 
in consultation with the RIBA and details 

will be announced at a later date. 
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ARCUK 
Ninety-fifth Ordinary Meeting 


AT the 95th ordinary meeting of the 

Architects’ Registration Council oj 
the UK, held on December 16 at 66, 
Portland-place, WI, under the chairman. 
ship of Mr. Denis Poulton, FRIBA, , 
total of 219 applicants were admitted to 
the Register. Of these, 216 had qualified 
by examination under Section 6 (1) (c) of 
the Principal Act; two had qualified 
under Section 6 (1) (d) of the Principal 
Act and under Regulation 26 (a) (3) 
(architects resigned seeking re-admission): 
and one application had been under 
Section 6 (1) (d) of the Principal Act and 
Regulation 26 (b), supported by a con- 
stituent body of the Council. Of the 
33 applications submitted under regula- 
tions 26 (b), nine were admitted, 23 
rejected and one withdrawn. 

The appointment was noted of Mr, 
Desmond Heap, president, Town Plan- 
ning Institute, as member of the Board of 
Architectural Education, in place of Mr, 
E. H. Doubleday, OBE; and _ also the 
appointment as member of the council of 
Mr. J. H. Forshaw, CB, MC, FRIBA, 
MTPI, by the Ministry of Housing, in 
place of Mr. G. J. M. Gray, retired. 

The panel of examiners for the Main- 
tenance Scholarships, 1956, recommended 
by the Board of Architectural Education, 
were appointed as follows: Mr. Martin 
S. Briggs (chairman); Mr. F. F. S. Bry- 
son (general knowledge); Dr. E. S. 
Martin (mathematics); Dr. G. I. Sinclair 
(essays); and Mr. Hubert  Lidbetter 
(drawing and design tests). 

It was decided that there should be no 
upper income limit in connection with the 
admission of a candidate to the exami- 
nation for the ARCUK maintenance 
scholarships, and that in place of the 
present scale for the value of these 
scholarships the scale of rates as set oul 
in the Ministry of Education Administra- 
tive Memorandum No. 502 be adopted 
for future scholarships, but that there 
would be no specific requirements for 
parental contribution. It was also decided 
that in future there would be no separate 
allowance in respect of one-third of the 
fees. 

Concerning the examination in_pfo- 
fessional practice and practical experi 
ence, it was reported that the examining 
bodies concerned have jointly determined 
that, with effect from November |, 1962. 
candidates must have had a_ minimum 
period of two years practical experience, 
of which one year must be subsequent 10 
the passing of the main examination. The 
existing rule would continue until thal 
date. 


“ FILMS FOR INDUSTRY ” 

The Central Film Library has just issued 
its catalogue for 1956-57 of “ Films for I0- 
dustry.” The edition contains details of 50° 
industrial films which are available from the 
library and its branch libraries in Scotland 
and Wales, together with 57 film-strips whic! 
are available for sale and a further 111 titles 
of ‘ recommended” films available from 
other sources. The catalogue cost 2s. and 
can be obtained from The Central Film 
Library, Government Building, Bromyard: 
avenue, Acton, W3. 




































































pe ee eT 


™ oo =e 8. = - 





er 20 1955 


A eeting 


ting of the 
Council of 

16 at 66, 
> chairman- 
FRIBA, a 
admitted to 
ad qualified 
6 (1) (c) of 
1 qualified 
1e Principal 
26 (a) (3) 
-admission); 
yeen under 
pal Act and 
| by a con- 
il. Of the 
ider regula- 
dmitted, 23 


ted of Mr. 
Town Plan- 
he Board of 
lace of Mr. 
d also the 
ie council of 
IC, FRIBA, 
Housing, in 
retired. 
r the Main- 
‘commended 
1 Education, 
Mr. Martin 
. F. S. Bry 
Dr ots 
i. I. Sinclair 
t  Lidbetter 


hould be no 
tion with the 
y the exami- 
maintenance 
ylace of the 
lue of these 
es as set oul 
Administra- 
be adopted 
t that there 
irements {of 
also decided 
> no separate 
-third of the 


Hon in pro- 
‘tical experi- 
Ye examining 
y determined 
nber 1, 1962, 
a minimum 
il experience, 
subsequent (0 
\ination. The 
re until thal 


ras just issued 
Films for In- 
details of 50 
lable from the 
es in Scotland 
me-strips which 
rther 111 titles 
vailable from 
» cost 2s. af 
Central Film 
1g, Bromyard: 


peat 


ea te 


— 





ay ta 





December 30 1955 


OBITUARY 


Robert Thompson 


Wit the death of Robert Thompson, 
’ of Kilburn, on December ‘8, the 
building trade loses one of its most 
romantic figures. A native of the north 
Yorkshire village where his wood carving 
community has grown up, “Bob” 
Thompson was first apprenticed to his 
father, the village joiner and wheelwright. 
Later, his pioneering spirit sought fresh 
fields. He began to study the medieval 
woodwork in such north country shrines 
as Ripon and Beverley Minsters, and 
dreamed of the day when he might 
achieve something comparable. 

His career as wood carver really started 
when the Abbot of neighbouring Ample- 
forth Abbey (a modern Benedictine 
house) asked him to make a Cross for a 
figure of Christ. After the Cross, he 
fashioned a monk’s chair for the Abbot— 
and then came _ the 
“mouse.” Now widely- 
known, this device was 
adopted because it so 
effectively symbolised 
“industry in quiet places.” 
Thanks to this creeping 
mouse, which has been 
carved on every piece of 
Kilburn handiwork for 
over 30 years, Mr. Thomp- 
son needed no other adver- 
tisement. To thousands of 
people he was known 
affectionately as the 
“mouse man,” and every 
summer coach-loads_ of 
tourists would stop to look 
round his workshop. 


Thompson worked ex- 
clusively in English oak, 
and many of his carving 
tools were specially forged 
for him to the design of those used by 
monastic craftsmen of bygone times. The 
community itself is rooted in his early 
days when he would encourage local lads 
by handing them a chunk of wood and 
some tools. If they showed promise they 
were invited to come again. Eventually, 
he took some of these youths into his 
employ, when they left school, nurturing 
their abilities until they became craftsmen 
in their own right. To-day the Kilburn 
community numbers about 30 and, 
although every piece of work is hand- 
made throughout, there is never any 
dearth of orders. It is perfectly true to 
say that “Bob” Thompson rescued the 
att of wood-carving in the north of 
England, and gave it new vigour and 
purpose. 


Though a constant student of medieval 
design and method, he was no imitator. 
In his carving he could be as humorous 
as his forebears—but it was his own 
humour. Saints, devils, animals, birds, 
grotesques—these abound on his ecclesi- 
astical work, but they are definitely of 
the twentieth-century. 

Most of his work is to be seen in 
cathedrals and churches, but he also 
helped to equip many colleges, schools, 
and private homes. Not in Britain only, 

ut overseas too. His preliminary work 
at Ampleforth Abbey has been 
Mentioned. This great establishment 
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can now show almost every type of 
work that has made his name famous. 
Outstanding features are the L-shaped 
library, complete with monastic carrels, 
or studies; the monks’ choir—a sublime 
essay in what might be called Kilburn 
Gothic; and the boys’ studies. 


Other notable examples of his handi- 
work can be seen in Westminster Abbey, 
York Minster, Peterborough Cathedral, 
Workington Priory, and St. Peter’s 
School at York. A fine tribute was paid 
to him some years ago when an authority 
on medieval craftsmanship ranked his 
work as equal with that of the re- 
nowned Ripon School of Carvers which 
flourished 400 years ago. 

Fortunately, the tradition established 
by Robert Thompson is now in the 
capable hands of two grandsons, who 
carry on the business. Mr. Thompson 
was in his 80th year. Characteristically, 
the coffin that bore him to his grave was 
fashioned in his beloved English oak. 


% 
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* mouse ”’ symbol. 


Albert Newcombe Hookway, FIAS 


Mr. ALBERT NEWCOMBE Hookway, 
FIAS, has died at his home, Essex House, 
Kiln-road, Thundersley, Essex. Mr. Hook- 
way wrote a number of letters to The 
Builder on quantity surveying matters. 


Charles Fowkes, ARIBA 


WE REGRET to announce.the death of Mr. 
Charles Fowkes, ARIBA, AMTPI, AIBD. 


L. W. H. Francis, FRICS 


WE REGRET to announce the death. on 
December 20, of Mr. L. W. H. Francis, 
partner in the firm of L. A. Francis and Son, 
quantity surveyors, of Sicilian-avenue, WC1. 
He was 48. 


PRICE MAINTENANCE 


Marley Tile to Hold Prices 


THe Marley Tile Company, Ltd., have 
announced that they will not increase the 
basic ex-works prices of any of their pro- 
ducts between now and June 30, 1956. The 
company say they hope that if moderate 
counsels prevail in pending wage claims and 
the suppliers of basic raw materials are pre- 
pared to stabilize their prices, it should be 
possible for them to continue the undertak- 
ing beyond the period stated. 
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THE ABILITY TO TAKE 
RESPONSIBILITY 


“ Industry's Cardinal Need” 


‘JHE Building Industry’s cardinal need 
was for well-trained men who were 
prepared to take responsibility, Mr. 
IAN M. LeEstiz, OBE, JP, HonARIBA, 
Editor The Builder, told students of the 
Civil Engineering and Building depart- 
ment of Brighton Technical College at 
their annual prizegiving on December 14. 
Mrs. M. G. Mills, MA, chairman of the 
College Governors, presided. 

As a Sussex man of some four years’ 
standing, said Mr. Leslie, Brighton Tech- 
nical College was well known to him as 
a place where aims were clear and acti- 
vities well balanced. He had been im- 
pressed to learn that no less than 75 per 
cent. of all students sitting for their 
various tests had been successful. “ That 
is a very fine record, for it means that the 
students, with the help of the staff, are 
determined to equip themselves to the 
fullest extent that their keenness and 
abilities will permit, and 1 hope that -you 
will all reach your particular goals and 
will leave this College as men and women 
qualified in the particular way you in- 
dividually desire. 

“ But qualified for what?” asked Mr. 
Leslie. ‘ Education, however good, isn’t: 
an end in itself. It is a tool, a technique, 
which enables you to do a job for a pur- 
pose, and in your case that must be to 
raise the standards of the building in- 
dustry. All of you are qualifying as 
architects or engineers or craftsmen, and 
without doubt -you will be able to make 
what I am sure you are all anxious to 
make—a contribution to progress. But 
I ask you to do more than to contribute 
on a technical plane; you must bring to 
what you do a sense of integrity and a 
willingness to accept responsibility. These 
two qualities are essentially needed in 
the industry today, an industry which is 
no longer purely a craft industry but 
equally a process of assembly, with inter- 
relationships between many different sides 
which make the possession and exercise 
of those qualities quite vital.” 


COLLABORATIVE TRAINING 


At the end of next month, the speaker 
continued, a conference had been ar- 
ranged at the RIBA on the subject of 
collaborative training for students en- 
gaged in the various professional and 
executive sides of building, when it was 
hoped to lay some plans for making it 
possible generally for students in the dif- 
ferent groups to take some parts of their 
training together and to share the same 
common room. “ The need is for students 
to learn at an early stage some of the 
problems of those engaging in other sides 
of the industry, and to learn them on a 
basis of common equality. I have been 
very glad to know that in this College the 
principles underlying the proposals are 
well understood and to some extent are 
already in being,” said Mr. Leslie who 
added, in congratulating the prizewinners 
present, that he thought they would agree 
that the real pleasure in gaining an 
award was less the prize than the know- 
ledge that they_had done as well as they 
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possibly could; that knowledge was some- 
thing which extended also to those who 
had not reached the prize list, and could 
be a very real consolation. 


A RECORD YEAR 


The Principal, Dk. GORDON E. Watts, 
MA, PhD(Cantab), BSc, in presenting his 
report, stated that the College as a whole 
was being attended by 888 full-time, and 
by 757 part-time students, which showed 
an upward trend. In addition there were 
155 other part-time day students and 
2,451 attending in evenings only, a grand 
total of 4,251. All departments were 
suffering from a serious shortage of ac- 
commodation but the College was greatly 
cheered by the prospect of future new 
building. 

After detailing some of the principal 
examination successes (which included 
10 graduations out of 11 candidates for 
the BSc engineering degree of London 
University; 22 out of 25 in the final 
examination for the College diploma in 
civil and structural engineering, from 
which four Malayan students had pro- 
ceeded to Imperial College for post- 
graduate courses, two with Rockefeller 
Foundation bursaries; 12 successes out of 
17 in the RIBA “inter.” and 14 out of 
23 in the “final” examinations; and 
a high percentage of successes in Higher 
National and Ordinary National certifi- 
cates, and in the City and Guilds of 
London examinations,. in which one 
student, H. W. Hicks, had gained first 
prize and silver medal in the final section 
A examination in builders’ quantities), the 
Principal said that of a total of 254 
students in the department sitting for 
recognised examinations, no fewer than 
190 had passed, a percentage of 74.9. 
“This reflects very great credit both on 
students and those who have taught 
them,” said Dr. Watts who paid high 
tribute to Mr. P. E. Sleight, head of the 
Department, and the other members of 
the staff. 


FULL TIME DIPLOMA COURSE 


In concluding, The Principal an- 
nounced that, after full consideration, 
the College had decided to replace the 
4-year National Diploma course by a new 
3-year full-time course which would lead 
to an internal qualification known as the 
Brighton Technical College Diploma in 
Building. The course had been approved 
by the Institute of Builders, and the effect 
would be that holders of the College Dip- 
loma would be entitled to a substantial 
measure of exemption from the Licen- 
tiateship examination of the Institute. 

Mr. Leslie then presented the prizes, 
diplomas and certificates, and was 
thanked by Mr. A. S. Watts and, on 
behalf of the students, by Mr. M. J. 
Willett. Mr. H. H. Ridge, FIOB, thanked 
the Chairman for her grand work on 
behalf of the College. 


Those present included: Mr. F. Leslie 


Wallis, OBE, President Institute of 
Builders; Mr. J. Addison, HMI; Mr. 
Norman Longley, CBE, (E. Sussex 


County Education Committee); Dr. W. M. 
Varley, Mr. F. T. Chaffer, vice-Principal; 
Mr. A. J. Belton, MIOB; Mr. Kenneth 
Black, FRIBA; and Mr. Percy E. Sleight, 
MEng., Head of Department. 
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SOME PROBLEMS OF 
HOUSING MANAGEMENT 


Recommendations on Residential 
Qualifications, Bad Tenants and 
Accommodation for Ex-Servicemen 


HREE aspects of housing and housing 

estate management were discussed at 
the Housing Centre recently by Mr. P. L. 
LEIGH-BREESE, secretary of the Guinness 
Trust and chairman of the Management 
Sub-Committee of the Central Housing 
Advisory Committee. The subjects upon 
which Mr. Leigh-Breese spoke were those 
on which his sub-committee recently re- 
ported — residential qualifications and 
unsatisfactory tenants—and he also re- 
referred to the housing of regular 
servicemen. 

In the residential qualifications report, 
he said, one of the recommendations was 
that residence on a fixed date as a quali- 
fication for housing ought in principle to 
be abolished. It was also felt that the time 
had come for the residential qualification 
to be removed altogether in certain areas 
—and especially country districts—while 
in others, where pressure on the housing 
lists was greatest, it should be eased off 
gradually. 

Another recommendation was_ that 
waiting lists ought not to be closed. If 
they were closed, it was hard for the 
housing authority to judge the need in the 
district. 

Thirdly, it was suggested that adjoining 
authorities should get together and try to 
bring their practices into line with each 
other. 

With regard to housing the regular 
serviceman, said Mr. Leigh-Breese, the 
committee asked local authorities care- 
fully to consider applications from these 
men and not to insist on a residential 
qualification. The committee also sug- 
gested that the serviceman should him- 
self conside? possibilities other than 
council housing, such as_ renting 
privately-owned accommodation. Housing 
associations might be formed to provide 
a pool of accommodation to be let in 
areas where suitable employment for 
ex-servicemen existed. The possibility of 
house purchase through the local 
authority or a building society was also 
worth considering. 

Referring to the second report, which 
dealt with unsatisfactory tenants and was 
issued in September, Mr. Leigh-Breese 
said that in considering this question it 
was at once apparent to the committee 
that social services other than housing 
were involved. 

There were three main reasons for 
eviction. These were arrears of rent, neg- 
lect of house or garden, and nuisance to 
neighbours. The committee estimated 
that 2,500 families a year left council 
dwellings as a result of notice to quit. 
Local authorities now controlled 
million dwellings, so that only 0.1 per 
cent. of the tenants were involved, which 
did not sound much. However, consider- 
able waste of time and effort was involved 
in dealing with these cases. 

On rent arrears, Mr. Leigh-Breese felt 
sure that most housing managers would 
agree that there were genuine cases of 
hardship where arrears occurred through 
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no fault of the tenant. Also, there was 
great deal of thriftlessness among tenants 
People should be warned of the danger of 
undertaking too many _hire-purchase 
commitments. 

The committee felt that in genuine 
cases more could be done in arranging 
transfers and exchanges and by means of 
some kind of differential rent scheme. 

One of the most difficult tenants was 
the man who could afford to pay his rent 
but would not do so. Two methods 
which had been successful were to serve 
distress warrants and default summonses, 
In the first case the procedure was quick. 
If the tenant who would not pay his rent 
saw he was likely to lose any of his 
possessions he would quite likely pay up 
his rent arrears. The chairman of the 
National Assistance Board had informed 
the committee that if a family were re- 
ceiving assistance and the rent was not 
being paid, the local authority could 
arrange to have it paid direct from the 
Board. Mr. Leigh-Breese felt we should 
go further than this and that any tenant 
who was drawing National Assistance for 
the specific purpose of paying his rent and 
was not paying it, should be put in prison. 

The committee had rejected the sug- 
gestion that specially “ tough ” accommo: 
dation should be provided for families 
who did not take care of their houses and 
gardens. On the other hand, local 
authorities might well have a pool of old 
houses for letting to their worst tenants, 
who might be encouraged to improve by 
the hope of obtaining better 
accommodation. 

Secondly, the committee thought that 
in dealing wth “ problem ”’ families one 
must think first of the children and take 
all possible steps to keep the family 
together. 

Finally, it was suggested that the work 
of voluntary bodies should be studied. A 
wealth of evidence had been received 
from Spofforth Hall, the Family Welfare 
Services and the Family Service Unit, all 
of whom were doing good work. 


DISCUSSION 


Mr. PoInTON Taytor (late of the 
Ministry of Health) pointed out that in 
cases of genuine hardship the building 
societies allowed people to pay only the 
interest on a mortgage for, say, 12 
months and this met most of the diffi 
culties which arose. Mr. LEIGH-BREESE 
replied that the committee had_ been 
aware that building societies treated their 
borrowers very fairly, but had not felt it 
desirable to over-emphasise this point 10 
the report, as it might cause difficulties 
for the societies. People might be et 
couraged to make frivolous claims. — 

Miss J. M. Upcorr (who presided) 
thought the reason why the majority of 
evictions were for rent arrears was partly 
that it was easier to go to court on arrears 
than to obtain eviction on other grounds. 
Commenting on the question of provision 
to be made for evicted families, MISS 
CocksuRN said that many i 
boroughs had been using requisitione 
property as “half-way houses.” — This 
property would now have to be 
linquished and she wondered wpe 
there would now be that much less hall- 
way ” accommodation available. 
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Hydraulics Research for the Civil Engineer 


NEW BUILDING FOR LARGE-SCALE MODEL STUDIES 
By A. G. THOMSON 


N designing large coastal engineering 
projects, engineers are handicapped 
by the absence of any reliable method of 
estimating the effect of the proposed 
works on the configuration of a bed or 
channel, the strength and distribution of 
the currents set up by given wind con- 
ditions and other factors, and the de- 
structive effects of breaking waves. It 
is therefore standard practice in the 
United States and in several Continental 
countries to carry out experimental tests 
with models before work is started on 
any major project in order to ensure 
that the design finally adopted shall 
prove satisfactory. 

For many years there was no national 
research centre in the United Kingdom 
which could provide civil engineering 
firms with reliable data obtained from 
model studies under precisely controlled 
conditions. In order that this need might 
be met a Hydraulic Research Board was 
set up by the Department of Scientific 
and Industrial Research in December, 
1946, and Sir Claude Inglis, CIE, FRS, 
was appointed Director of Hydraulic 
Research. 

The most urgent problem confronting 
the new organisation was to find a site 
which was suitable for the research 
station. This presented peculiar difficul- 
ties, because the essential requirements 
included suitably sloping land, suitable 
subsoil, and an adequate water supply. 


After a long search a property compris- 
ing some 90 acres with a large house 
was acquired at Howbery Park, near 
Wallingford, Berkshire, on the bank of 
the River Thames. Here a modern re- 
search station is rapidly taking shape 
and an expanding programme is being 
undertaken. The facilities include wave 
basins in which artificial waves and tides 
can be generated, flumes and channels 
of various constructions and sizes, a 
laboratory for studying sands and silts, 
and workshops fully equipped for the 
construction of models and components 
and of the precision instruments required 
for model studies. 


FLOODING RESEARCH 


To investigate problems associated 
with the flooding of a river, the con- 
struction of a barrage, or the silting of 
a harbour, it may be necessary to repro- 
duce very accurately several miles of river 
or coastline (or both) on a scale which 
is fairly large. Models may therefore be 
much too big to be accommodated in any 
building of normal size. Yet studies of 
this nature can often be undertaken more 
conveniently under cover and with less 
risk of distortion and other undesirable 
effects. 

In planning the research programme 
provision has accordingly been made for 
a main hall in which work involving very 
large models can be carried out under 
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SCOUTS BUILD NEW HEADQUARTERS .—The 17th Stretford (Manchester) 
Scout Group are constructing their new headquarters building themselves and, as the 


Photograph shows, are making good progress. 


The new building will be of two storeys 


and will include a spacious hall, chart room, kitchen workshops and Scouts’ “‘dens.”’ 
T he Plans for the building have been prepared by the senior Scoutmaster, Mr. Jack 
Swinchatt, who is a structural engineer. It is estimated that the new headquarters will 
cost £2,000 to build, i.e., half the cost if put out to tender. With the industry crying 
out for recruits, is it too much to hope that some of the Scouts engaged will decide to 


take up building as a career ? 
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optimum conditions. This building is 
being constructed in four stages and will 
ultimately have a floor area of 170,000 
sq. ft. The first stage was completed 
early this year, making an area of 300 ft. 
by 200 ft. available for experimental 
work. 

This building is being erected by the 
Ministry of Works for the DSIR and 
was designed by the Chief Architects’ 
Division. The engineering services and 
equipment were designed and carried out 
by the Chief Engineer’s Division. The 
reinforced concrete and steel frame was 
designed by the Division’s structural 
engineers and is so constructed that the 
girders carrying the roof are supported 
on 12 columns, spaced 100 ft. apart. 
Except for two of these columns the floor 
area is left entirely clear. The roof is a 
comparatively light structure for its size. 

One of the chief aims was to design 
the building in such a way that the 
extensions could be carried out in further 
stages, as planned, by moving each of 
three of the walls in turn 100 ft. and 
200 ft. further out. This has been made 
possible by planning the building on a 
grid system, the walls being treated as 
curtain walls, so designed that each wall 
can be dismantled very rapidly and re- 
erected, the same cladding being again 
employed. 


WATER FOR EXPERIMENTS 


The fourth wall separates the main hall 
from a laboratory and workshop build- 
ing which was already in existence when 
the new building was designed. This wall 
is therefore a permanent structure and 
is of brick and reinforced concrete frame- 
work. A_ gallery traverses .its entire 
length with access staircases at the 
corners. Along the other walls are a series 
of tanks mounted on temporary supports, 
which supply water for circulation 
through the models under investigation. 
The capacity of the overhead tanks is 
sufficient to ensure an adequate supply 
of water for all future requirements of 
the experimental programme. 

The hall is surrounded by a triple row 
of storage, measuring and drainage 
channels, the latter discharging into the 
Thames. Inside the perimeter of the 
channels is a tar macadam runway for 
vehicles by which materials or equipment 
can be conveyed to any part of the build- 
ing where work is in progress. The floor 
itself is formed of hoggin and the surface 
sprayed with two coats of a cold bitu- 
mastic solution. While of sufficiently 
solid construction, it can thus be dug 
into with ease when excavations are 
required for models under construction. 

Four hand-operated transporters, with 
an adjustable platform just above floor 
level, cover the whole of the building, 
so that scientists with their instruments 
can convey themselves over for taking 
measurements, making adjustments, or 
taking photographs from overhead. 

In order to provide sufficient head for 
the experiments the building is 26 ft. high 
from floor to ceiling. A space 10 ft. deep 
separates the ceiling from the roof cover- 
ing and is for the purpose of viewing the 
models from above. The lighting fittings 
flush with the main hall ceiling are hinged 
to provide apertures for this purpose and 
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for camera positions. A system of gang- 
ways affords ready access to these com- 
bined lighting fittings and: inspection 
points. 

Since the greater part of the floor will 
normally be occupied by models and the 
walls are 200 ft. and 300 ft. apart, the 
only effective method of heating the 
building was from overhead. The 
designers further decided, with the full 
agreement of DSIR, that, instead of con- 
trolling the air temperature at a value 
which is normal in factories or work- 
shops, the aim should be to provide 
radiant heating for comfort to give about 
55 deg. F. air temperature with an 
equivalent radiant temperature rather 
higher. The lower air temperature allows 


substantial economies in fuel to be 
achieved. Compensation for sudden 
changes in temperature conditions is 


automatic and provides further fuel 
economy as well as comfort for the staff. 

The heating is by a “ Frenger ” ceiling 
constructed of aluminium sheets, 2 ft. 
square, which are attached to a series of 
pipes maintained at a suitable tempera- 
ture. About 10 per cent. of the heat from 
the ceiling travels upwards and heats the 
roof space where staff also work. In 
order to cut down thermal losses, the roof 
is effectively insulated. 

The artificial lighting is from 300-watt 
lamps mounted flush with the ceiling, 
located at frequent intervals. The reflec- 
tors are of a normal industrial type, 
which are low in cost but very effective. 
A series of switch boards round the main 
hall and in the roof space provides ade- 
quate electricity supplies of several volt- 
ages, AC and DC, for experimental 
equipment. 


HUMIDITY PROBLEMS 


Consideration had also to be given to 
the very high humidity resulting from 
the large expanse of water within the 
building. Instead of installing dehumidi- 
fiers. which are expensive, advantage was 
taken of the fact that the building itself 
forms an effective wind barrier. Louvres 
controlled by humidistads have been 
provided in all four walls, so that what- 
ever the direction of the wind, all excess 
moisture can be blown through the 
openings and mechanically ejected. 
Should the humidity become too high to 
be effectively controlled by the louvres, 
electric fans are available to assist 
ventilation. The ventilators are remote— 
controlled, either by hand or by motor. 

Five models are at present planned for 
the main hall. The first to come into 
operation was one of the River Severn, 
which has been constructed to study a 
flood relief scheme prepared by the 
Severn River Board in 1948. A basic 
filling of ordinary washed sand was laid 
down and templates were set in from an 
assumed datum level. Concrete was then 
put in up to the level of the templates. 

Another section of the main hall will 
be devoted to a model investigation of 
the Karnafuli River from the sea to its 
junction from the Halda River some 20 
miles upstream. Chittagong is being 
developed as the main port of East 
Pakistan, but conditions in the river must 
be improved if the port is to expand and 
offer suitable facilities for world shipping. 
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THE ABS QUIZ—THE ANSWERS 


OW printed are the answers to the Quiz, organised at the Building Exhibition in 
aid of the Architects’ Benevolent Society Homes Trust. £175 was raised for the 


fund. 


The compiler of the Quiz wishes to express regret that a small number of 


uncorrected printers’ errors appeared in the quiz form and to thank those com. 


petitors who were kind enough to draw attention to them. 
note of this fact in their final adjudication. 


1.—{a) Screen or shelter fixed near a main 
door in medieval domestic buildings to 
minimise draughts. 


(b) Diamond or diagonal square of glass. 

(c) Small fortified borderland stronghold 
(15th/ 16th century). 

(d) Ornamental bracket—part of a classical 
cornice. 

{e) Intermediate rib in a vaulted roof. 

2.—(a) Westminster Abbey, London—Corona- 
tion Stone. 

(b) Castle Blarney, Co. Cork. Traditionally 
held that those kissing the stone are 
endowed with eloquence. 

(c) British Museum, London. _ Inscribed 
stone reputed to have provided the key 
to the translation of Egyptian hiero- 
glyphics. 

(dq) The Kaaba, Mecca. Pilgrims’ kissing 
stone. 

(e) Whereabouts uncertain. Originally re- 
puted to be the largest diamond in the 
world (280 carats). Koh-i-nor and/or 
Orloff imperial diamonds possibly were 
formed by cutting this stone. 

3.—(a) Painting in water colours. 

(b) Dental surgery. 

(c) An Actuarial profession. 

(d) Naval Architecture. Ship design. 


(e) Architecture (France). 
4.{a) Ice hockey. 
(b) Fives. 
(c) Bowls. 
(d) Chess. 
(e) Croquet. 
5.—(a) Paris. 
(b) Toledo. 
(c) Venice. 
(d) Rouen. 
(e) Tower of London. 
6.—(a) P. G. Freeman. 
(b) Harvey G. Frost. 
(c) F. M. Lea. 
(d) F. Leslie Wallis. 
(e) Stephen Hudson. 
7.—(a) Varieties of type face. 
(b) Varieties of apple. 
(c) London Telephone Exchanges. 
(d) 18th-century China manufacture. 
(e) Presidency of the United States of 
America. 
8.—(a) Death of King George VI. 
of Queen Elizabeth II. 
(b) The Conquest of Everest. 
(c) Birth of H.R.H. Duke of Edinburgh. 
(d) Alcock and Brown first to fly the 
Atlantic: and German J'leet scuttled at 
Scapa Flow. 
(e) Crystal Palace destroyed by fire. 
9.—{a) Philip If of Macedon. 
(b) Jesse. 
(c) Francis I, Emperor of Austria. 
(d) Polonius or Acrisius. 
(e) Laertes or Sisyphus. 
Banks. Barclays, I loyds, Midland, 
National Provincial and Westminster. 
11.—(a) Forget-me-not. 
(b) Love-in-a-Mist. 
(c) Red-hot-Poker. 
(d) London Pride. 
(e) Catmint. 
12.—(a) Painting. 
(b) Sculpture. 
(c) Musical composition. 
(d) Theatrical production. 
(e) Gastronomy. 
13.—@a) Fenland—drainage canal. 
(b) Staffordshire—underground river. 
(c) Chester—medieval houses and shops: 
or Great Yarmouth—narrow lanes. 
(d) Tunbridge Wells—terraced parade. 
(e) Folkestone—open space on clifftop. 


Archery. 


Accession 


10. 


Devil in a bush. 
Torch Lily. 
Rockfoil. 


14.—(a) Gothic Church (rood loft or screen). 
(b) Ancient Greek or Roman _ House 
(women’s quarters). 
(c) The Great Mosque, Mecca (sacred 
edifice). 


(d) Ancient Hebrew temple. 
(e) Eastern Church (Sanctuary screen). 


The judges took due 
The questions were printed last week. 
15.—{a) Hassan. James Elroy Flecker. 
(b) Strife. John Galsworthy. 
(c) The Good Companions. J. B. Priestley, 


(d) The Apple Cart. George Bernard 
Shaw. 
(e) The Importance of Being Earnest, 


Oscar Wilde. 
Herbert Gribble. 
Francis Fowke. 
(c) Thomas Collcutt. 
(d) Alfred Waterhouse. 
(e) Aston Webb. 
17.—(a) Starling. 
tb) Hedge Sparrow. 
(c) Cuckoo. 
(d) Barn Owl. 
(e) Swallow. 
18.—(a) The Passionate Shepheard to his Love, 
Christopher Marlowe. 
(b) Invictus. W. E. Henley. 
(c) The Prisoner of Chillon. 


16.—(a) 
(b) 


Lord Byron, 


(d) The Soldier. Rupert Brooke. 
(e) The Ancient Mariner. Samuel Taylor 
Coleridge. 
19.—(a) Scaffolder. Steel erector. 
(b) Slater. 
(c) Plumber. Pipefitter. 
(d) Plasterer. 
(e) Bricklayer. 
20.—{a) Senatus Populusque Romanus. Roman 
insignia on buildings and standards. 
(b) Intelligence quotient. Standard meas- 
ure for intelligence. 
(c) Diesel Engined Road Vehicle. Fuel 
oil filling station sign. 
(d) Fidei Defensor. Part of the title of the 
British Monarch. 
(e) Pour prendre congé. Written on visit- 


ing cards left by individuals before 
moving from a particular district. 
There are in addition to the above certain 
admissable alternatives to a few of th 
questions. 


NATIONAL PARKS COMMISSION 


Land Fund, Designations and 
More Public Awareness 


HE commission’s sixth annual report 
published on December 16 (HMSO, 
price 4s.) refers to the widely held view that 
part of the National Land Fund should te 
applied to National Parks. The commission 
state “We ourselves think that the use ol 
moneys from the National Land Fund for 
National Park purposes would be in line 
with the original intention of the fund. The 
commission propose, as opportunity arises. 
to press the Minister of Housing and Local 
Government to find some way by whic 
grants from the fund can be made available. 
The commission have designated National 
Parks in the Brecon Beacons and in North 
umberland, and the designation orders at 
before the Minister for confirmation. | 
confirmed this will bring the number 0 
established National Parks to ten, with 4 
total area of over 5,000 square miles. Th 
proposals for the Offa’s Dyke Long Distanct 
Route of some 168 miles running {rom 
Prestatyn in the north, down _ the Welsh 
Marches to Chepstow in the south, have beet 
approved by the Minister. The commissid! 
and the Park Planning Authorities are als 
taking steps to create more public awale 
ness of National Parks. Their plans includ: 
the preparation of guide books, registers 
accommodation, picture poster maps, file 
strips, leaflets, and displays and exhibition. 
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IN PARLIAMENT 
Hospital Building 


HE total estimated value of hospital capi- 

tal building projects now in progress or 

to be started in the current financial year, is 

about £31,500,000. This figure was given by 

the Minister of Health, Mr. IAN MACLEop in 

a written Parliamentary answer on Decem- 
ber 19. 

Questioned by Mr. J. SimmMons on what 
extent it was his policy to allow the use by 
hospital management committees of amenity 
funds for carrying out capital projects, Mr. 
Iain MacLeop said that he welcomed pro- 
posals by hospital authorities for the use of 
non-Exchequer funds for urgently needed 
capital works, and he saw no reason 
to repay any such expenditure from the 
Exchequer. 

He informed Mr. V. Yates that he had now 
approved the temporary extension of the 
casualty department at Seliy Oak Hospital, 
Birmingham, and that four treatment 
cubicles, relatives’ waiting rooms and other 
facilities would be provided. 


STEEL SUPPLIES 


Replying to the member for Sunderland 
North, on December 19 the Minister of 
State, Board of Trade, Mr. A. R. W. Low, 
said that there was strong pressure on steel 
supplies generally, but he was not aware of 
special difficulties about the supply of con- 
structional steel to building contractors in 
north-east England, 


TRUNK ROAD IMPROVEMENTS 


The Minister of Transport and Civil 
Aviation, Mr. BoyD-CARPENTER, in a written 
Parliamentary answer on December 19, listed 
34 schemes for improvement of trunk roads 
on which work has started since July 20, 
1955, all of which were estimated to cost 
over £5,000. These included the £1,086,000 
Cromwell-road extension (started on Octo- 
ber 24); improvements on the London- 
Edinburgh-Thurso A.1 at Browney Bridge, 
costing £128,633 (started on August 15); 
and improvement at Buckholme Tunnel on 
the A.7, Edinburgh-Carlisle. costing £76,031 
(started on August 8). He also gave details 
of a further 41 schemes authorised since 
July 20, on which work had not yet started. 
All of these were authorised in the second 
half of the year, and the largest were; the 
construction of Handcross by-pass on the 
A.23 London-Brighton (£189,512); construc- 
tion of Linlithgow Bridge on the A.9 London- 
Edinburgh-Thurso (£146,000); and widening 
the Bridge of Don on the A.92 Perth-Inver- 
ness road (£127,000). 


THE ST, PAUL’S AREA 


MR. DuNcAN SaANDys, the Minister of 
Housing and Local Government, was asked 
in the House on December 20 when he ex- 
pected a decision to be reached in the re- 
planning of the area round St. Paul’s Cathe- 
dral. He said that he could not forecast a 
Precise date. 


PRIVATE STREETS 

R23 S. SWINGLER asked to what extent 
the Minister of Housing and Local Govern- 
ment would authorise local authorities to re- 


— Owners of private streets and roads to 
Pair them where they had fallen into a dan- 
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Mr. SANDYS said that 


gerous condition. 
most local authorities already had power to 


do this. “Those who have not may apply 
to me for an order to enable them to do so,” 
he added. 


CWMBRAN PUBLIC HOUSES 


Mr. D. G. West asked whether the Minis- 
ter of Housing and Local Government would 
direct the Cwmbran Development Corpora- 
tion not to proceed with the erection of the 
five licensed premises which he had approved 
for the area until all housing needs had been 
met. 

Mr. SANDYs: “ The development corpora- 
tions are not proposing themselves to erect 
any licensed premises. They will do no 
more than make the necessary land available 
to developers.” 


QUEEN’S HALL ABANDONED 


The Government have decided to abandon 
the project for rebuilding Queen’s Hall. 
Announcing this on December 21 in a 
written answer to a question by Sir Hugh 
Linstead, about the report of the committee 
that was appointed to consider a new 
Queen’s Hall, Mr. HENRY BROOKE, Finan- 
cial Secretary to the Treasury, said: 

“Tt has been decided, in the light of the 
committee’s closely reasoned arguments, to 
abandon the Queen’s Hall project. It has 
also been decided to accept their recom- 
mendation that a comprehensive survey of 
the needs for cultural building in London 
and the rest of the country is needed, and 
I am glad to say that the Arts Council are 
willing to undertake this task. 

“This decision should not be taken as 
indicating that increased funds will neces- 
sarily be forthcoming in the future for these 
purposes, but it will be valuable to this and 
future Governments to have expert advice as 
to the order of priorities between the many 
claimants for assistance. This survey will 
include within its scope the London Society’s 
plan for a music centre in Regent’s Park.” 


EDINBURGH PLANNING 
PROPOSALS 


Changes in Princes-street 


WEEPING proposals for the future of 

Princes-street and the central area of 
Edinburgh were contained in an interim re- 
port presented by Mr. J. L. Gleave, ARIBA, 
and Mr. W. H. Kininmonth, ARSA, FRIBA. 
to the planning committee of Edinburgh 
Town Council on December 21. 

The report stated that if traffic in Princes- 
street increased beyond the capacity of the 
Streets in the central area to absorb it. 
the ultimate result would be strangulation 
of this area and the flight of capital else- 
where, as was happening in other cities. 

The two-man panel said that their aim 
was to evolve conditions from which in the 
future a fine architecture might emerge, and 
thereby create a street worthy of its setting 
and of the prestige of Edinburgh as a capital 
and festival city. In their opinion the 
character and atmosphere of Princes-street 
should be that of a busy terrace promenade 
linked with Princes-street Gardens. 

Princes-street was generally recognised as 
one of the finest streets in Europe, but the 
visual and physical continuity between the 
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buildings and their setting was interrupted 
and, to some extent, marred by the main 
traffic roadway. The architecture of the 
street did not match its unrivalled setting, 
the report stated, adding in another section 
that the architecture was largely second rate. 

It was fundamental to the recommenda- 
tions for Princes-street that the north pave- 
ment should be widened and this in turn 
would result in one-way traffic, 

Among the proposals made by the panel 
were reducing Princes-street to half its width 
and instituting one-way east to west traffic: 
routing all suburban and long-distance buses 
round the perimeter of the central area; 
introducing a parking meter system; the 
construction of an “open” place over the 
railway at Waverley Bridge; the erection 
of multi-storeyed garages holding 1,000 cars 
as a long-term plan; banning moving signs 
on Princes-street shops; and a proposal that 
in the space between Queen-street and 
Princes-street some space might be used for 
new buildings, such as a festival centre. 


Car Park Plan Dropped 


EDINBURGH TOWN COUNCIL, at a special 
meeting called on December 16, agreed 
unanimously to withdraw the provisional 
Order they had promoted for the purpose of 
building a car park in East Princes-street 
Gardens. The reason given for the with- 
drawal was the appeal by the Chancellor of 
the Exchequer to Local Authorities to cut 
their capital expenditure. 


CHRISTMAS GREETINGS 


WE acknowledge additionally the receipt 
of further Christmas messages which we 
warmly reciprocate: 


Sir Hugh Beaver; The Architectural Associa- 
tion: The Royal Institution of Chartered Sur- 
veyors: Mr. and Mrs. Arthur Kenyon; F. C. 
Holbrook (Riches and Blythin); Sydney Tat- 
chell: Raglan Squire and Partners; Patrick 
Horsbrugh; Rolf Rosner; John Stillman and 
John Eastwick-Field: Leonard J. Multon; Mr. 
and Mrs. Vincent Burr; Mrs. C. Spurgin; R. 
Howarth: Gordon Tomalin; Mr. and Mrs. 
Alister MacDonald; Ronald S. Shapley (Shap- 
ley and Davison): Nigel Hannen; Clifford 
Culpin: Mr. and Mrs. Frank Beazley; Thomas 
Foster: F. Boothby (Cement and Concrete 
Association): Sir Stephen Tallents, Mr. and 
Mrs. Frederick Gibberd, Robin Mudie, F. Leslie 
Wallis, Hammett and Norton. 

The National Federation of Building Trades 
Employers: The Architects’ Journal; The 
Southern Counties Federation of Building 
Trades Employers: Peter Trench (Bovis, Ltd.); 
The Yorkshire Federation of Building Trades 


Employers: H. A. Hughes; Architectural 
Design; Aluminium Development Association ; 
English Joinery Manufacturers’ Association: 


Cement and Concrete Association: The South 
African Builder; A. Anderson; F. Coven- 
try: L. Cranston: Globe News Service, Ltd.: 
F. J. Lyons and Staff: Haywards, Ltd.: Oliver 
Lawson Dick (Public Relations Associates, 
Ltd.): Victor Lewis (Holden’s Press Bureau); 
The Pyrene Co., Ltd.: Peter Pitt; H. S. 
Ruggles (The Cement Marketing Co., Ltd.):; 
Michael F. Kelly (Mackay Industries); Urqu- 
hart Broadbent (John Laing and Son, Ltd.); 
Pamela Gray (Thomas De La Rue): James 
Riley (Housing), Ltd.: Leicester Lovell and Co., 


kitge: Edwards, Ltd.: Hugh Rodway: 
Sidney-Barton, Ltd.: London Co-operative 
Society, Ltd.: The 


United Steel Companies, 
Ltd.: Trojan. Ltd.: Contractors Record; R. C. 
Liebman: Illustrated Carpenter and Builder; 
Leslie Hardern: Mercury Information Service, 
Ltd.: Sealdraught, Ltd.: The Operative 
Builder; Wills and Smerden: Wimpey News. 
BICC. Harcourt Kitchen and Partners, Aero 
Research. Ltd.. Scottish Industrial Estates, Ltd. 
Mr. and Mrs. Laurence Rose. 
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COMPENSATION ON 
COMPULSORY PURCHASE 


Present “ Unfair”’ System Criticised 
[N the course of a paper on “ Compensa- 

tion on the Compulsory Purchase of 
Land,” given by Mr. James G. KEKWICK, 
barrister-at-law, at a meeting of the Royal 
Institution of Chartered Surveyors in Lon- 
don on December 5, the author criticised 
the present system of compensation* as “ un- 
fair.” We take the following points from 
Mr. Kekwick’s summing up. 

No one now doubts that the overall regu- 
lation of land use in the United Kingdom 
by town and country planning and the acqui- 
sition by public or local authorities of con- 
siderable areas of land which this necessarily 
entails, is essential and is in the public in- 
terest. But if one advances the thesis of 
compensation at market values for inter- 
ference with development rights, whether by 
way of purchase or of restriction, as an 
immediate proposition, one is directly con- 
fronted with the question of cost and the 
eternal problem of striving to obtain some 
sort of balance between private right and 
the public advantage. 

The fact must be faced that compensation 
for destruction or removal of such rights at 
current market values has hitherto proved a 
very great obstacle to proper town planning 
and, if persisted in under modern conditions, 
may well now render its continuance impos- 
sible. On this account it may very well be 
that to-day the problem of compensation 
and betterment is capable of no solution 
which will either endure or will be generally 
accepted as reasonable, still less as equitable. 
But the very high compensation costs of 
town planning as now effected may well lie 
only in the first stages, that is to say in 
the initial establishment of development 
plans and in their first amendments. Sub- 
sequently compensation costs should tend 
substantially to diminish. 

It will be said that henceforth develop- 
ment values will be in great measure created 
by the impact of specific development plans. 
But it would appear that in the past they 
have been created largely by the impact of 
public and municipal schemes and, in no 
less measure, by particular private develop- 
ment or schemes carried out by companies 
or individuals. Within the various zones and 
areas set out on the development plans, 
private purchases and sales of land will 
continue, and in the market, as heretofore, 
there will always be the prudent and the 
lucky, the less prudent and the less fortunate. 


EQUITABLE PRINCIPLE 


Thus is would appear that the only sound 
or equitable permanent principle of compen- 
sation for the deprivation of development 
rights by compulsory acquisition is the prin- 
ciple well tried and long accepted in the 
past, which is that once something of value 
has come info the pessession of the subject. 
on compulsory purchase by the public, the 
subject is entitled to its full current market 
value. On principle, once development value 
has already become established in the hands 
of a particular owner, it would seem inequit- 
able to take it away under compulsory 
powers at a figure usually considerably less 





* The paper was delivered before the announce- 
ment of the Government’s new proposals (reported in 
our last issue) On compensation in certain cases of 
hardship. 
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than, and frequently less than one-half of, 
its current market value. 

However it may be with the present, 
judged by the above standard, I think that 
the 1954 system of compensation for the 
total loss of development rights on compul- 
sory purchase will become recognised as 
increasingly unfair, the more particularly in 
the future when the value of development 
rights should tend to rise far above their 
early 1947 levels. Since it will be generally 
recognised as unfair, I do not consider that 
it will remain. I doubt whether, in the long 
run, it will prove very much more workable 
or endure very much longer than the 1947 
financial system. The aftermath of its pros- 
pective demise might well form a profitable 
subject of research for interested persons or 
institutions. 

The system of “logging up” in registers 
of local land charges of sums paid in com- 
pensation under the 1947 and 1954 Acts, 
and repayments and set-offs in respect of 
such sums, is already fully established by 
the 1954 statute. It may well be that, follow- 
ing the initial financial problems created by 
the establishment of the plans, there could 
be on compulsory purchase, in respect both 
of the land and of the right to use its 
potentialities, a return to compensation at 
market values, assessed according to the 
principles of the 1919 Act but with set-offs 
in respect of sums already paid under pre- 
vious statutes. It is difficult now to foresee 
whether, in the circumstances which may 
prevail at the relevant time, such a solution, 
or a solution along similar lines, is likely 
to be adopted. It would, at least, have the 
merit that it would be less cumbersome than 
the present system, rather more easily under- 
stood, and that its fairness should be gener- 
ally recognised. 


SAFETY PRECAUTIONS 


London Firm Fined for 
Non-compliance 


MEN were working on a roof, the edge of 
which was 26 ft. from the ground, without 
duck ladders or crawling boards, the South 
Staffordshire stipendiary magistrate, Mr. 
Kenneth Wood, was told at Bilston on 
November 29. George Ayres, of Chingford 
Road, London, E.4, was fined £5 with 6s. 
costs, for not using sufficient crawling 
boards and ladders on a roof through which 
a person was liable to fall more than ten 
feet. 

Mr. R. E. Sawyer, Inspector of Factories, 
said that on October 14, men were seen 
working on a building, almost entirely of 
asbestos, being constructed at Coseley. No 
duck ladders or crawling boards were used 
as they walked about the part of the roof 
already sheeted. Nine men were engaged. 
The method used was for a man on the 
ground to rope a sheet of asbestos; a man 
on the roof then hauled it up and walked 
down the roof already covered to where 
the sheet had to be fixed. 


Workmen found that they could get on 
quicker without using the safety measures, 
observed Mr. R. J. PritcHarp, defending. 
Ayres had seven gangs of men engaged on 
such work from Carlisle to the South coast. 
Ladders and other equipment were provided 
but it was a case of familiarity breeding 
contempt. Strict instructions had been given 
that the safety precautions must be observed. 
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NOTICE TO WORKMAN 


County Court Judge’s Ruling 


COUNTY Court judge ruled op 

December 15 that an employer js ep- 
titled to give a workman one hour’s notic, 
at any time, even though the workman js , 
member of a trade union which hag ap 
agreement stipulating two hours’ notice on 
a Friday. 

At Eastbourne County Court, Judge B. E, 
Dutton Briant was giving judgment in , 
case in which a painter, Leslie Alex 
Williams, of Meadow-lane, Hailsham, 
claimed he had been wrongfully dismissed 
by his employers, F. W. Earl and Sons, of 
Longstone-road, Eastbourne. 

The case had been previously heard by 
the registrar, Mr. A. E. Stevens, who gave 
judgment in Mr. Williams’ favour and 
awarded him damages of £1 10s.—a day's 
pay. 

Through Mr. J. W. Cheesbrough, solici- 
tor, Earl and Sons applied to the judge to 
have the registrar’s judgment set aside. 

Mr. Williams claimed that Mr. Earl 
knew he was a member of the National 
Society of Painters and that he was there- 
fore entitled to two hours’ notice on 4 
Friday, under rules laid down by the Joint 
Regional Council for the Building Trade. 

When his employment terminated he was 
given notice on a Thursday. 

Mr. Earl, who was not a member of the 
National Federation of Building Trades Em- 
ployers, had claimed that he engaged Mr 
Williams under rules of his own workshop, 
and he was entitled to one hour’s notice at 
any time. 

Judge Dutton Briant held that there had 
been no clear agreement as to the terms on 
which Mr. Williams was te be employed and 
the issue must be decided on the custom of 
the trade. 

Mr. Herbert Cushney, of Freshfield-road, 
Brighton, Southern Counties District Officer 
of the National Society of Painters, and Mr. 
Cecil Philcox, secretary of the Eastbourne 
branch of the Society, said in evidence that 
it was the custom even among employers 
who were not members of the National 
Federation of Building Trades Employers 
and not bound by its agreements, to giv? 
two hours’ notice on a Friday. 

But Mr. Cecil Bulwer, a non-union painter 
and decorator, of Court-road, Hampden 
Park. said that he normally expected onl 
one hour’s notice and he was quite satisfied 
with the notice given to him by Mr. Eat). 
Mr. Leslie George Alfred Faint, a carpenter 
and joiner, also said that during his 20 years 
experience in the trade the normal length 0! 
notice was one hour on any day. 

“1 am driven to the conclusion that the 
custom is still as it always was before these 
rules were drawn up,” said JupGE DUTTON 
BRIANT, setting aside the registrar's judy 
ment. 

“If either side wishes to rely on thee 
rules, where either party is not a membel 
of the contracting parties to the agreemenl, 
then he should make it abundantly clea! 
at the start of the employment.” 


FIDOR CONFERENCE 


The Governing Council of Fidor announ® & 


that the third annual general meeting 4” 
conference will be held at the Krasnapoll 
Hotel, Amsterdam, on May 31 and June I 
1956, 
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SMALL HALLS AND 
THEIR STAGES 


Advice on Design Problems 


MPHE Scottish Community Drama Associa- 


tion has sent a note to all village hall 
committees in Scotland, and to a number of 
architects, drawing their attention to the 
pitfalls to be avoided in the design of small 
halls and their stages. The Association, 
which was founded in 1926 by Dr. C. 
Bernard Childs, and is under the patronage 
of Princess Margaret, offers a free informa- 
tion service, not confined to Scotland, open 
to all interested in the construction, use or 
management of small halls belonging to a 
village, community, school, church or club. 
Despite present costs, many such halls are 
being built, planned or appealed for; others 
are the objects of extensions or improve- 
ments, and, no matter whether an architect 
be employed or not, it is often found when 


the job is done, states the Association, that 


there are one or two little things which might 
have been better had the idea occurred in 
time. 

In no part of a hall is this more often 
true than in connection with the platform 
or stage, the means of access thereto, or the 
necessary ancillary accommodation and 
equipment — dressing-rooms and _ toilets, 
storage space, lighting and so forth. Here, 
more than anywhere if there is the usual 
shortage of money, is it necessary to plan 
so that additions or improvements can be 
made simply and economically at a later 
time should the need arise or funds permit. 
There are many considerations, some vital, 
some of detail, which experience shows get 
overlooked by even the most eonscientious 
designers unless they have had wide personal 
experience of working on such small stages, 
usually for amateurs, and have also a good 
knowledge of the fully-equipped professional 
stage and realise what desirable features of 
it can be simplified down te suit the all- 
Purpose hall of which we are thinking. 

The Association says that members of 
dramatic clubs should take a special interest 
in this matter, for there is nothing more frus- 
trating to sustained effort and acceptable 
achievement than to have to work under 
conditions which demand improvisation, and 
expenditure on temporary stage extensions, 
for each production. No stage can be too 
deep from front to back and, while it is not 
often possible to get as much depth as is 
desirable without encroaching too far on the 
floor space required for badminton, dances, 
and SO on, this point is one of the first to 
consider. Another is that, for adequate 
Presentation and to provide essential wing 
Space, the stage must go completely across 
the hall from wall to wall. This need net 
Prohibit side access from the hall to behind 
the Stage when the stage is not in use. 

If possible, the stage should be surrounded 
by a rigid proscenium structure stretching 
from wall to wall and from ceiling to floor 
a necessary with doors at the sides at floor 
level. This invariably presents a more 
pres aspect not only to the stage but also 
br whole wall. If the stage is then pro- 
fain With a certain surround of a suitable 
pon) neutral colour the effect upon the 
the ia 18 Incomparably better than that of 
ig Ponsa high, bare platform; and this 
ve no matter whether the function be 

Play, a concert, a dance band, a platform 
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party, a lecture, a religious service or one 
of the many other community activities. 

The lighting of the small stage is a further 
matter for expert advice in order to avoid 
waste of money and to ensure a start with 
the most essential items, to which others 
can be added in the course of time. To 
emphasise this it need only be remarked that 
commonly the last item of lighting equip- 
ment needed on a small hall stage is the 
footlights; too often this is the first to be 
installed. 

A little “ know-how” applied to back-of- 
stage premises will ensure that dressing- 
rooms, toilets, etc., are placed so that back- 
stage noises cannot penetrate to the audito- 
rium during a performance; and will suggest 
economical amenities in dressing-rooms— 
proper make-up benches, mirrors, lighting 
and clothes-pegs, and hot water for washing. 

Inquiries to the Association at 19, 
Melville-street, Edinburgh, 3. 


OLYMPIC GAMES 
PREPARATIONS 


Melbourne Progress Report 


M R. W. S. KENT HUGHES, Minister for 
= Interior and Works, the chairman of 
the Melbourne Olympic Organising Com- 
mittee, said in a progress report on Novem- 
ber 22 (a year from the opening of the 
games) that Melbourne had entered the final 
year of its preparations for the 1956 Olym- 
pic Games with success already in sight. 
‘““ Twelve months’ intensive work has trans- 
formed the Olympic scene in the host city,” 
he said. “Our major problems have been 
overcome and our years of planning are now 
paying off. Another few months should 
see Our preparations close to completion. 
Particularly gratifying is the fact that, with 
the games still a year off, 65 nations have 
already entered. There is every prospect 
that the number of national teams lining up 
on the Melbourne Cricket Ground for the 
opening ceremony on November 22 will be 
an all-time record.” 

Mr. Kent Hughes said that Melbourne 
would have some surprises waiting for its 
visitors. Among outstanding features would 
be the beautiful garden and parkland setting 
in which the main Olympic programmes 
would be staged—looking its best in the 
early summer; probably the biggest main 
Olympic stadium ever provided for the 
games; a full-scale model suburb of 837 per- 
manent houses and flats built to accommo- 
date athletes. 


CONSTRUCTION PROGRESS 


Mr. Kent Hughes said that the state of 
preparations on November 22 was: 

Melbourne Cricket Ground: Work was in 
full swing to convert this into the main 
Olympic Stadium. A new three-tier con- 
crete stand rising 80 ft. above the parkland 
was more than half finished and would be 
completed by next June. It would increase 
spectator capacity from 85,000 to 110,000. 
During the construction of the stand, 40 
to 45 broadcasting studios, 40 dressing rooms, 
administrative offices and a network of com- 
munications would be installed. 

Olympic Park: On this 25-acre site, a few 
hundred yards away, three new arenas and 
the swimming stadium were compactly 


grouped to form the finest sports centre in 
The steel super-structure of the 


Australia. 
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unorthodox swimming stadium was com- 
plete, concrete seating tiers were being built, 
execavation of the pool was well under way, 
and filtration equipment was being installed. 
The magnificent combined soccer and 
athletics arena was virtually ready for use, 
except for the stand now approaching com- 
pletion. Stands were being built at the 
cycle track and the hockey field. Olympic 
Park was scheduled to be completed by June. 

Olympic Village: More than 750 houses 
and flats and a shopping centre were in ad- 
vanced stages of construction. Nearly 200 
of the homes were nearly ready to be handed 
over by the State Housing Commission to 
the Olympic Committee. The rest of the 
837 homes would be started during the next 
month. All homes were being fitted with 
baths and hot and cold showers. Already 
painted in bright pastel shades, the avenues 
and crescents of homes of varied designs 
made a most attractive picture. Thousands 
of trees and shrubs and acres of lawns were 
being planted. 


Work was started on the erection of 10 
dining room and kitchen units, each designed 
to serve 600 athletes and officials, in addi- 
tion to a concert hall and steam bath unit. 

Apart from these major construction pro- 
jects, preparatory work would be carried out 
at other competition and training sites. Most 
of this involved erection of such temporary 
structures as additional dressing rooms, and 
tubular steel or wooden stands, and installa- 
tion of technical equipment and communi- 
cations. 


Civic Plans: Thanks to the magnificent 
response of private citizens, the problem of 
providing accommodation for Olympic 
visitors had been solved. ‘So far the Olympic 
Civic Committee in Melbourne had regi- 
stered excellent accommodation in private 
homes for 15,000 visitors. The city authori- 
ties were planning an arts festival, Olympic 
street decorations, festivities and a round 
of hospitality. 


BUILDING SOCIETIES’ RETURNS 


Shares and deposits placed with building 
societies during the quarter ended Septem- 
ber 30 last, increased from £82 million to 
£107 million, reports the November issue 
of “Building Society Affairs” (published 
by the Building Societies Association, 14, 
Park-street, W1). However, withdrawals 
were still higher than usual although .the 
surplus of receipts over withdrawals of 
£34 million is stated to be an improvement 
on the surplus recorded during the previous 
quarter (£22 million). It is thought there- 
fore that the increased rates of interest 
announced by most societies have had the 
desired effect in securing a greater inflow 
of investments. Notwithstanding exception- 
al conditions, the 206 societies which made 
returns, advanced nearly £94 million during 
the period, only £6 million less than in the 
previous quarter. 


ABT DIARY 


The 1956, 35th edition of the Building 
Technicians’ Diary is now available from 
the Association of Building Technicians, 1, 
Ashley-place, London, SWI, price 5s. 6d., 
including postage. It retains all the features 
of earlier editions and the technical section, 
which is revised and checked annually, now 
covers 144 pages. 
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TIMBER ROOF TRUSSES 


A SET of eight typical designs of timber 
“™ roof trusses has been published in book- 
let form by MacAndrews and Forbes, Ltd., 
as a guide to the correct and economic 
design in this medium. Based on the latest 
techniques in timber connector construc- 
tion, the designs give full working details, 
including a setting-out diagram, schedule of 
timber sizes and lengths, schedule of iron- 
mongery and specification notes. Some of 
the designs given are stated to be suitable 
for the roof structures of larger buildings, 
such as factories, warehouses, churches or 
flats. Copies, price 2s. 6d. post free, may 
be obtained from the publishers at 2, Cax- 
ton-street, SW1. 


POWER STEERING 


A recent development with the “ Load- 
master” hydraulic shovel, produced by the 
Chaseside Engineering Co., Ltd., Hertford, 
Herts, is the availability of power-assisted 
steering as an optional.extra. Its use is 
understood to substantially reduce the effort 
required in steering, the assistance being 
provided by a hydraulic piston which acts 
directly on the centre steering arm. This 
hydraulic pressure is supplied by a pump 
pulley driven from the front of the engine. 


MULTI-PURPOSE DIGGER 


A pamphlet on the “ Multipick” all- 
purpose digger has been issued by S. Guiter- 
man and Co., Ltd., 37, Soho-square, W1, 
explaining simply how the unit can help in 
day-to-day jobs on a building site. A self- 
contained tool, the “‘ Multipick” is supplied 
complete with quick-change tools for 
digging, breaking, shearing rivets, tamping. 
chasing and other work. The cutting tool 
and power component are comprised in a 
single unit, operated by one man. 


FLUORESCENT LIGHTING 


A four-page, two-colour leaflet describing 
the first of their “Blue Label” range of 
fluorescent light fittings has been issued by 
the Stella Lamp Co., Ltd., 37-39 Oxford- 
street, Wl. This range includes ceiling 
batten, ceiling vee, industrial trough, slotted 
light trough and angle reflector fittings. 


PAINT TEST 


Photographs of an actual test carried out 
in the research Jaboratories of Blundell, 
Spence and Co., Ltd., 9, Upper Thames- 
street, EC4, showing how present-day 
plastic emulsion paints react to humid con- 
ditions is the theme of a window display 
at the permanent Scottish Building Exhibi- 
tion at Glasgow. The test ascertained the 
reaction of water on “Pammastic” and 
another plastic emulsion paint over a 12- 
minute period. In the test, a sheet of plate 
glass, on which “ Pammastic” and one other 
emulsion paint picked at random were 
applied at a definite thickness, was sub- 
merged in water. After 12 minutes, the 
“ Pammastic”” coating remained unchanged. 
The other paint, however, had lost adhesion 





and was peeling off. The test was continued 
by leaving “ Pammastic” in water for three 
days, at the end of which there was still no 
breakdown. 


REVISED CATALOGUE 


A revised and enlarged edition of the 
“Gyproc Book” has now been published 
by Gyproc Products, Ltd., 82, Piccadilly, 
WI. The section dealing with the fire- 
resistance of “Gyproc” products now 
explains in detail the fire-inhibiting qualities 
of gypsum materials and provides compre- 
hensive tables of fire ratings for different 
types of construction. The text is freely 
illustrated with views of installations as well 
as details of suggested specifications, and 
the sectionalised make-up is retained. There 
are now 13 sections covering such subjects 
as fire protection and heat insulation, as 
well as the acoustic and technical charac- 
teristics of the products. 


VITRIFIED TILES 

A range of vitrified tiles suitable for work- 
shop floors, yards, corridors and as treads 
to concrete steps, has been placed on the 
market by the Leeds Fireclay Co., Ltd., 
Leeds House, Cavendish-place, W1. Known 
as the “ Lefco” vitrified tile, it has a crush- 
ing strength of 11 tons per sq. in., with a 
water absorption of less than 1 per cent. 
With a grade 1 abrasion resistance, the tiles 
have also been subjected to tests carried out 
in accordance with BSS 784/53, indicating 
a 99.7 per cent, acid resistance, 








The 55 “‘Radiant”’ low-cost convector gas fire 
introduced by R. and A. Main, Ltd., 48, 
Grosvenor-gardens, SW1, is constructed from 
sheet metal pressings. The heating unit com- 
prises 13 radiant bars, and the absence of rear 
projections permits the unit to be fitted into most 
existing coal fire grates. The fire can be sup- 
plied in a range of six colour finishes, with a 
governor if required. Fully heated, it has a 
gas rate of 18,000 BTH/hour consumption. 
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MOBILE CRANES 

Literature describing their — standarq 
mobile cranes for handling one ton and 
upwards is now being issued by Ransome; 
and Rapier, Ltd., 32, Victoria-street, SW. 
These units have a 90 degrees steering lock 
to enable them to turn so sharply that, in 
effect, they slew about the midpoint of the 
front axle. Available with either diesel. 
electric or petrol-electric power units, and 
with pneumatic or solid tyres, these crane 
are now supplied with a_ three yeary 
guarantee from the makers agains 
mechanical breakdown. 


TRADE NEWS 


TRACTORS IN THE ANTARCTIC 


Two Antarctic Expeditions which started 
out recently are accompanied by Ferguson 
tractors. The Commonwealth trans-Antare- 
tic Expedition is taking two of these tractors 
(with two more to follow next year) and the 
British section of the — International 
Geophysical Year has three Fergusons with 
it. In each case a range of implements js 
included such as high-lift loaders, winches, 
transport boxes and earth movers. These 
mobile power units will be used for hauling 
stores, erecting huts, clearing tracks and 
collecting seals for food. 


ANTARCTIC GENERATORS 


The generating equipment to provide 
power for electric light, heat, radio communi: 
cation and scientific research during the 195S- 
58 Trans-Antarctic Expedition is being sup 
plied by Auto Diesels, Ltd., of Uxbridge, 
The company are also supplying equipment 
shortly for another Antarctic base, to be 
established in connection with the Royal 
Society’s International Geophysical year, 
1957-58. 


LAMINATED PLASTIC 


Details of the new range of plain colours 
in which ‘“ Formica” laminated plastic is 
to be marketed can now be obtained from 
Thomas De La Rue and Co., Ltd., Imperial 
House, 84-86, Regent-street, WI. This 
addition to the existing range is expected 
to be available early in the New Year. 


HARDWARE TRADES FAIR 


The second Hardware Trades Fair to be 
held from February 20 to 24, 1956, will b 
twice the size of the first one and will occupy 
both Royal Horticultural Halls at West 
minster, SW1. It will have a much large 
section of builders’ hardware than before. 


NEW ADDRESS 


The new address of the Gypsum Building 
Products Association is GPO Box No. 221, 
London, W1. This address will also be tha! 
of the “ Gypsum Journal.” 


PERSONAL COLUMN 


Tue Rt. Hon. Lorp CULLEN OF ASHBOURNE, ME 
has been elected a director of Lorang Corporal! 
(London), Ltd. 


COMPANY RESULTS 


Following are brief details of company Rig 
CELoTEx, Ltp.—Profit before taxation edge 
Participating dividend of 7 per cent. on 5} Lgghhons 
cumulative and participating first preference $ 4 
The directors of Dussek Bros. & Co., L1D.. 1 
recommend the payment of a final dividend 0? Nita 
nary shares of 144 per cent., making with the rr 
dividend a total of 174 per cent. for the year 


October 31, 1955, on the Ordinary share capi ie 


trading profit for the year, before charging 7,496 fot 


amounts to £137,986 as compared with £10 
the previous year. 
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“Where Does Planning Stand Today?” 


TOWN PLANNING INSTITUTE PAPER 


A PAPER entitled “‘ Where Does Plan- 
ning Stand Today?” was read by 
Sin PATRICK ABERCROMBIE, MA, DLIit, 
FRIBA, FILA(PP), at a general meeting 
of the Town Planning Institute held at 
the Livingstone Hall, Westminster, SW1, 
on December 8. 

The following extracts are taken from 
Sir Patrick’s paper:— 

Dealing with the problem of the use 
of open land for development other than 
agriculture (the reverse of the medal 
being the extent to which building de- 
velopment should be concentrated, in 
accordance with a just standard of urban 
densities), Sir Patrick said: No aspect of 
planning is more complicated or contro- 
versial; as a result of a resolution 
passed by the British Association at 
Exeter an attempt is at last being made 
to ascertain the present use of all land 
and to calculate the annual changes of 
user that are actually taking place. Next, 
and of course much more important, 
we must determine how much land we 
can afford for food production and how 
much for urban living conditions, mineral 
workings, service departments, etc. This 
has been called a land budget. 


In the meanwhile, a recent decision in 
the County of London by the Minister 
has rejected a density of over 300 persons 
per acre and upheld the density (pro- 
posed by Forshaw and myself) of 136 
persons: this again has been abused as 
too high even for urban London. It is, 
of course, comforting that all sides agree 
in abusing sprawl; but it still goes on 
and indeed has shown a recent resur- 
gence, to be curbed, it is hoped, by the 
Minister’s drive for green belts, supported 
by the stiffened-up control of the plan- 
ning authorities. There is not only sprawl 
but the extravagance of layout, wasteful 
of land without benefiting living condi- 
tions. Wasteful layouts mean smaller 
gardens and costly road works and public 
services—apart altogether from produc- 
Ing poor design. There is room for 
further research into economic group de- 
sign. The return of private enterprise 
introduces another danger of extrava- 
gance—the plot, larger than the densities 
of the planning map, may sell the house 
but squander the land. We may have to 
enforce the minimum densities. There 
is, however much some people dislike it, 
a distinction between urban, new town 
and rural conditions. 

Like every town and country planner, 
I can be accused of being Mr. Facing- 
both-ways. But I believe that when we 
get the real facts in true perspective we 
can meet the needs of good urban living 
and rural production with intrepidity, 
Provided we exercise planning — firm, 
conomic and balanced. I see no reason 
to reduce urban space standards. 


THE ACT OF 1954 


Pia all these purposes, great and small, 
€ instrument with which we are to face 
the future of planning is the Act of 1954. 
wie introduced by the late Minister 

"1 warm expressions of good neigh- 


bourliness, in the description of what 
positive good it could do, without incur- 
ring compensation (the exclusion of 
which, on just grounds, is the acid test 
of planning powers). Auxiliary to this 
major instrument, there has been passed 
the Town Development Act, which, in 
military terms, might be called a Com- 
mando policy of direct action. I suppose 
no Bill ever received more general assent 
on a second reading; it showed the 
unanimity in favour of rapid decentral- 
isation; and it retains its favour with 
Parliament and public today. And yet 
no planning machinery was ever devised 
of a less methodical character. The dis- 
persal programme of the Greater London 
Plan (the begetter of the Bill) contem- 
plated three times as many people to be 
accommodated in expanding existing 
towns as in the new towns. Many of 
these were, of course, to be included 
within the regional pattern; but others 
were left for dispersal further afield. 
These required some machinery less top- 
heavy than that of the new towns. The 
new Act was intended primarily to 
arrange a mutual exchange, financial, 
operational and _ technical. 

But it has been expanded into a means 
of national distribution of overspill, 
organized first from London and then 
from other cities, suffering from fatty de- 
generation of the heart. An energetic 
member of the LCC visited, I believe, 
sixty welcoming intakers; the most dis- 
tant, the small hunting country town of 
Nantwich, beckoned him across the one 
hundred and fifty miles of the English 
industrial coffin, while Manchester, less 
adventurous, thought Congleton too far 
off. The danger of an increasing criss- 
cross of negotiations, of competing in- 
ducements to intakers and a_ possible 
putting-up of their terms, is apparent; 


and London has consequently been’ 


limited to an area south-east of a line 
from the Wash to the Solent. It may be 
that this policy suits the English genius 
for extemporization and unco-ordinated 
action, under the watchful eye of a Mini- 
ster to ensure that things do not go too 
far wrong. But, again, some concerted 
regional action might save a wastage of 
effort in trial and error. On the other 
hand, the friendly atmosphere of the 
negotiations between exporter and in- 
taker is admirable and should lead to a 
permanent basis of co-operation, in place 
of the periodic dog-fight. 


TOWNS TO BE EXPANDED 


The Town Development Act inevitably 
leads one to think of those small existing 
towns, about to be invaded (at invita- 
tion, it is true) by outsiders, residential 
and industrial. This is not a simple affair 
of building houses and factories on well- 
selected sites. There is much more to a 
small town than that. I have in mind a 
midland county, part intensively indus- 
trialised, part containing some of the 
most beautiful “wild” scenery in the 
country and part ancient, agricultural 
England, encompassing a cathedral city: 
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there are 40 or so towns in this county, 
each worthy of a study by a Patrick 
Geddes or Thomas Sharp. It is no dis- 
paragement to say that the County 
Planning Officer, excellent technician 
and administrator though he be, cannot 
get down to these 40 cases for quiet study. 
Probably the day of the printed and 
illustrated report—so valuable yesterday 
—is past; but the need for the abilities 
that produced those volumes is equally 
acute—I hope a courageous county will 
commission some of our consultant 
planners, who are ready and available 
for this work. Otherwise there is a danger 
that the smaller towns may lose their 
identity in a series of town maps, the 
community spirit superseded by a legal 
diagram. 

The development plans, also, of the 
larger populations appear to have played 
down the community concept. It is true 
that lists of neighbourhoods are given in 
the analysis, boundaries faintly indicated 
on the plan, population, acreage and 
density shown, all reduced to a bare 
formula included in a so called “ Box”: 
no focal point, no organic planning. It 
is perhaps intended, at a later stage, to 
build the concept into the structure more 
integrally. Lansbury was the first example 
of what neighbourhood planning in a 
reconstruction area means: it is equally 
prominent in the new towns, probably 
aS a reaction to pre-war Becontree. 
Professor Simey’s report on Dudley 
shows upon what delicate and often 
intangible factors the success of planning 
depends. 


CIVIC DESIGN 


It is not indeed sufficient for planning 
to take care of the comfort, health, con- 
venience and economics of our environ- 
ment. The essential-element of design 
must inform the whole, from its incep- 
tion to its realisation in three dimen- 
sions: architecture, landscape design, 
layout of village and residential area and 
rural preservation must be forthcoming; 
this is something much more difficult 
than the preparation of a development 
plan, for we are here concerned with 
the creation of visual works of art. 

And the planner, as such, whether of 
county or county borough, has usually 
only indirect influence over the result. 
But I believe it to be his duty to attempt 
some forecast, if only to assure himself 
that his planning is capable of producing 
good building and landscape. He is cer- 
tain of abuse, whatever he shows; it will 
either be branded as old-fashioned junk, 
as were the Royal Academy proposals 
for the City of London: or as ultra- 
modern fantasy as were the Polish de- 
signs for the later scheme: or too 
ambitious as was the Barbican. It is not 
enough to put up some formula for 
heights or floor space; the formula may 


- be unassailable, but its realisation by an 


indifferent architect may be universally 
condemned. 

But I doubt if it is the duty of the 
planner to press for his own design. That 
has the look of wanting to be an artistic 
dictator. It is not easy to decide how far 
he should go. Is it a feeble attitude to 
take that the planner will get the quality 
of treatment which the architectural 
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talent of the day warrants—a sort of 
average? 

I do not propose to discuss the various 
degrees between complete freedom for 
all and an autocratic design; but there is 
much to be said for a “ selected panel ” 
whose common aims are expected to 
produce a harmonious result without 
interference. This method has been prac- 
tised at Lansbury and to a less extent in 
the new towns. In the City of London 
there is no selection and the average does 
not appear to have satisfied the nation: 
we await the touch of the master hand. 

I have, of course, been speaking chiefly 
of the concentrated problems of civic 
design at the centre where we have not 
attained the instinctive harmony-cum- 
variety of the medieval or Georgian city 
or the piquancy of an occasional dis- 
cordant shout interpolated into an urban 
conversation which Mr. Brett welcomed 
some time ago; the shouts are apt to 
drown the talk. 

When it comes to building in the coun- 
try or village I am still in favour of the 
elected panel, provided there is real land- 
scape as well as architectural advice. This 
is really the opposite of the selected panel 
—the latter is operative, the former 
critical and democratic. 


“ SUBTLE DESIGN” 


The Ministry, recognising the crude- 
ness of a manual of instruction, invited 
three distinguished planners to contribute 
to a volume of “ essays on the subject of 
design in relation to the building and re- 
building of towns, of suburbs and of 
villages.”” Thus while the approval of the 
development plan establishes the broad 
legal powers, the subtle sense of design 
can be at work. To quote from the final 
paragraph of this volume: “The 
designer’s task is to seek out the local or 
regional or metropolitan character of a 
place, and show how it can be extended 
and intensified by means of new buildings 
and landscape, street furniture and pav- 
ings, town planning and civic decora- 
tion ” (Holford). 

Outside the operation of the acts and 
the work of technical planners, there are 
what might be described as the wardens 
of town and country—civie societies and 
the CPRE. They have built up a code of 
practice and behaviour during the past 
30 years which is an essential guardian of 
our environment, supplementing and re- 
inforcing legal powers, in the interests of 
what is comprehensively called 
“ Amenity.” 

This movement for “ Preservation ” in 
its broadest sense is in full activity; much 
more highly organised in the country 
than in the town. 

I believe we should agree in the more 
hazardous task of estimating from the 
present position of planning what is the 
prospect for the future. It might be de- 
scribed as one of cautious and condi- 
tional optimism. 

There is much to be done in addition 
to the preparation and approval of the 
development plans and the achievement 
of the first stage, indicating in a very 
general way the manner in which the 
planning authorities propose that the land 
of this country should be used. Statutory 
planning, as I have said, is a continuing 
process; it is no longer the control 
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necessary to obtain conformity to a fixed 
plan. And it is now conceded that this 
process will be a long one, coinciding in 
the case of London with the 50 years 
proposed by the 1943 County Plan. 

I also believe that a master plan, for 
the whole country, its regions, cities, 
towns, villages and rural areas, is the 
necessary preliminary’ to _ statutory 

evelopment planning. 

May I conclude with an extract from 
the Report of the Chairman of the LCC 
Town Planning Committee on_ the 
Minister’s approval of the Development 
Plan, received on March 7, 1955? After 
a reference to the County of London 
Plan of 1943 and the adoption by the 
Council two years later of “certain 
fundamental principles and _ proposals 
arising out of the consideration of that 
plan as a basis of planning policy,” the 
report continues, these principles “ were 
borne in mind in preparing the Council’s 
Development Plan, which was regarded 
as being a stage towards the realisation of 
the council’s long-term planning objec- 
tives. With the Minister’s decision there 
is therefore for the first time a plan hav- 
ing statutory authority and applicable to 
the whole of the county.” In the Minis- 
ter’s words, “It will, I am sure, provide 
a sound and wisely conceived framework, 
within which the life of London can 
continue to advance and develop in the 
years ahead.” 

The LCC Plan, with which that of the 
City is combined, is embedded in Greater 
London, with its co-ordinated pattern of 
New Towns, Green Belt, Transport, etc., 
forming a group of development plans 
now before the Minister. There is no 
longer a joint Committee of Greater 
London Planning Authorities or a defined 
regional boundary. There is, however, 
direct administration by the Ministry. 

Two major aspects, moreover, remain 
to be dealt with, before the future of 
London can be regarded with some 
degree of equanimity—the still incoming 
invasion of industry, and the long- 
distance destination of overspill. 

I make no apology for ending on this 
London note. It has taken 12 years to 
translate a visionary master plan into a 
working development plan, and I con- 
sider that this is the most coherent 
example of planning preparation which 
this country has to show. It may be said, 
in fine, that the position to-day, in the 
world of planning, though reasonably 
favourable, is by no means absolutely 
secure. 


VOTES OF THANKS 


Proposing a vote of thanks to Sir Patrick, 
SiR GEORGE PEPLER said he was glad to hear 
Sir Patrick give expression to a feeling of 
optimism regarding the future of planning 
on three occasions in the course of his paper. 
That, after all Sir Patrick’s experiences, was 
encouraging because they went back to the 
days when he was pioneering in preparing 
his Regional Plans beginning with the one for 
Doncaster. Sir George said he thought that 
Sir Patrick had shown a nostalgic affection 
for the 1932 Act, and he (Sir George) shared 
that feeling with him because the schemes 
envisaged were rigid. Apart from the Sir 
Patrick’s Greater Londpn Plan, which was 
one of his great achievements, there had 
been his regional planning schemes. There 
was the County of London Plan which he 
prepared with Mr. Forshaw. This had been 








December -30 1955 


followed by a working development Plan 
So they saw that Sir Patrick had seen som. 
thing that had resulted from the origing 
plan. This was something of great signifi 
cance. The lesson, he thought, they haj 
learnt from Sir Patrick through all his ao. 
tivities was that he always worked from thy 
ideal down to the practical. That was the 
way to achieve anything that was worth. 
while. Not only members of the Institut: 
but the public at large were deeply indebtej 
to Sir Patrick for the great inspiration h: 
had given them in all his work. 

Mr. S. L. G. BEAUFoy seconded the vote 
of thanks, Commenting on the reference {p 
the loss of agricultural land, he said they 
were hoping as time went on they would he 
able to get more statistics so that they could 
let people know where they were on this 
question. As the Minister of Agriculture 
had said, he hoped that the farming com. 
munity could make up many times the land 
which must be taken for development. Mr. 
Beaufoy thought that the loss of agricultural 
land was becoming the quarry of witch 
hunters. There was no reason for lowering 
the country’s standard, If they wanted plan. 
ning, they must have land. With the re. 
development of towns he thought the oppor 
tunities for the employment of planning 
consultants would increase. 


INDUSTRIAL BUILDING 
Big Increase in Approvals in 1955 


THE AREA of industrial building approved 
for manufacturing in the first nine months 
of this year was up by nearly 25 million 
sq. ft. (nearly a half) on a year earlier, 
according to the Treasury’s publication, 
Bulletin for Industry. There was some 
decline, however, from the second quarter 
to the third. 

Provisional figures of building work 
started in the first half of the year, though 
liable to some upward revision, were two- 
fifths higher than a year earlier. It is stated 
that some further rise in starts can be 
expected in the third quarter; normally 
about three-quarters of the work approved 
reaches the building stage, rather more than 
half within six months of approval. 

It will be some time before the growing 
volume of building work now reaching the 
building stage is completed. Provisional 
figures of completions for the first half-year 
were in fact, adds the Bulletin, down 
1954, but these figures too are liable t 
upward revision. 


METAL WINDOW DESIGN 
Improved Types Needed 


THE BRITISH STANDARDS INSTITUTION 5 
to be asked to consider the possibility 
designing an extra wide-angle hinge metal 
window and a metal window which would 
allow for internal glazing. This follow 
complaints by Bethnal Green BC to te 
Metropolitan Boroughs Standing Joint Com 
mittee. : 

Bethnal Green BC expressed concern with 
regard to the current design of metal wil 
dows in flats on council housing estates, i 
that the standard wide-angle hinges did 00! 
give sufficient clearance for tenants to clean 
their windows properly. These standard 
types were even more inconvenient tay 
dealing with high multi-storey blocks © 
flats. As a result, the council were giv 
attention to other types of window, such # 
the centre-hung or swivel-type window, = 
they ask for standardisation of a windo! 
which would enable easy cleaning. 
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APPLICATIONS OF LIGHTING 


Lighting and the Citizen 


[I his presidential address at the opening 
of the new session of the Illuminating 
Engineering Society, he]d at the Royal Insti- 
tution, Albemarle-st, W1, Mr. A. G. 
Hiccins, who spoke on “The Society and 
the Citizen,” referred to the remarkable 
developments in lighting technique during 
the last two decades. He continued: 

In the home it is unfortunately true that 
the situation is far from satisfactory; a sur- 
vey made on a number of dwellings of the 
lower income groups revealed that the 
quantity of artificial light employed is in 
general well below the standards recom- 
mended by the Society. It was obvious that 
more education is needed in this direction. 
Many modern developments in lighting are 
not, however, available to the large number 
of people living in dwellings owned by local 
authorities who, for reasons of economy, 
supply only the barest essentials of light- 
ing. The usual provision is a point in the centre 
of the ceiling and one on a skirting board, 
the latter all too frequently being mono- 
polised by radio or television. If the tenant 
wishes to provide himself with better light- 
ing he is faced with considerable capital out- 
lay which he is reluctant to undertake on 
property which is not his own. Further, he 
is frequently precluded by the terms of his 
tenancy from channelling the walls to instal 
additional outlets. Local authorities must, 
of course, protect their property from dam- 
age; it is clear, however, that in the domestic 
field the citizen is not always able to take 
full advantage of developments in lighting 
technique. 

In the field of his work the citizen has 

been able to derive greater benefit, e.g., in 
the case of industrial lighting the advantages 
of modern light sources have been exploited 
to a marked degree. 
_ Itis a curious anomaly that while workers 
in factories are to some extent cared for by 
Statutory Instruments and Regulations no 
such provision has yet been made to ensure 
adequate lighting for those working in 
Offices. It is reported, however, that the 
Government intends to introduce legislation 
telating to conditions of employment in 
various non-industrial occupations which 
Will, no doubt, include lighting. 


_At the same time the Society must con- 
tinue to give careful attention to the train- 
ing of lighting engineers and to the designa- 
tion or qualification awarded to those who 
Teach a certain standard of professional 
ability, and would like to see all employers 
of lighting engineers do all in their power 
to €ncourage their staffs to acquire the 
qualification, to assist them in their training 
and to recognise the qualification as an 
essential requisite for those engaged in the 
Varlous spheres of lighting practice. 


Effect on Productivity 


I CAN see no hope of general factory 
: lighting ever serving industry as it 
a until a true balance is struck between 
re and artificial lighting, and until we 
O treat artificial lightin 

sotiidaee Cen” ighting as merely a 
: Opinion was expressed recently 
3 jen by Mr. W.  RoBiNson, 
» AMIEE, Lighting Officer of the British 


Electrical Development Association. He 
was speaking on, “ Lighting as an Aid to 
Productivity ” at the South Wales Electricity 
Board Showrooms at Kingsway, Swansea, at 
the invitation of the local Productivity Com- 
mittee. 

It was possible, said Mr. Robinson, to 
improve working efficiency by increasing 
grossly inadequate illumination, but we had 
passed this particular stage. At the present 
time most factories had lighting which con- 
formed with minimum illumination require- 
ments and it was very difficult indeed to 
prove by tests that such factories should 
still further improve their lighting. 

The Hawthorne Investigation brought out 
this difficulty very strongly. This investiga- 
tion’ was concerned with the effect of 
environment on factory workers. As the 
lighting was improved productivity increased 
in a most satisfactory manner. The light- 
ing was then put back to its former standard 
and the surprising, indeed shocking, result 
was that productivity continued to increase. 

This result naturally placed the whole 
productive argument for lighting in jeopardy, 
but before we jump tod hastily to con- 
clusions we should examine this result rather 
more closely. The key to the enigma seemed 
to be that, following the test, productivity 
was much higher than formerly despite the 
fact that the lighting had reverted to the 
former standard, i.e., something had hap- 
pened to the operatives involved, as a result 
of the experiment. That something was a 
release of latent energy following the 
stimulus of a change in conditions. This 
experiment, in fact, proved that the key to 
improved productivity was the psychology 
of the worker, and that lighting improve- 
ments could be a powerful psychological aid 
to productivity even when the existing light- 
ing was adequate for purely visual purposes. 


Architectural Uses 


T the joint meeting of the Royal Insti- 
tute of British Architects and the Illu- 
minating Engineering Society on December 
13, Mr. DereEK PHILLIPS spoke about a 
better combination between architects and 
lighting engineers. 

Co-operation between the architect of a 
building and the lighting engineer was essen- 
tial, he said, if the artificial illumination was 
to be a positive contribution to its architec- 
tural unity. An overall picture of “ lighting ” 
in buildings in this country showed that, 
rather than a positive contribution, it was 
more often a disorganising feature of the 
environment. This was ascribed to what 
might be called a “traditional animosity ” 
between the two fields. 

The basis of a profession lay in the train- 
ing of its students, and a brief analysis of the 
educational requirements of the two profes- 
sions was revealing: it showed that the 
RIBA examinations virtually ignored light- 
ing, and that students of illuminating en- 
gineering would complete the course for the 
City and Guilds examinations, and gain full 
marks, without having any knowledge of the 
buildings for which they would be planning 
lighting schemes. 

“The only common meeting ground,” Mr. 
Phillips continued, “‘is in the technique of 
placing lighting equipment in buildings for 
which there is an absence of any common 
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vocabulary of design. It is evident that the 
training of the two professions should be 
modified to enable the gap to be bridged. 

“These modifications to the educational 
facilities should lead to a new relationship 
between the architect and the lighting en- 
gineer, more in line with the architect’s 
relationship to other consultants, in which 
the professional status of the lighting en- 
gineer is increased. The lighting equipment 
manufacturer would then be mostly con- 
cerned with the development and not the 
design of lighting schemes; and architects 
and consultants as the initiators of such 
schemes.” 


BRITISH STANDARDS 


Gypsum Building Plasters 
(BS 1191:1955) 


Puls British Standard (price 4s.) has been 
revised in order to bring it into: line 
with current practice and to introduce im- 
provements in the specification resulting 
from experience gained since the last edition 
was published. Requirements for anhydrite 
plaster have’ been excluded, since the 
material is no longer manufactured. 

In the determination of loss on ignition 
there is evidence to show that the range of 
temperature permissible in the previous edi- 
tion of this standard is too high; the tem- 
perature range has. therefore been reduced. 

The standard includes a laboratory test for 
strength as an index of the quality of the 
plaster. The type and conditions of test have 
been chosen for convenience and ease of 
standardization, and not to represent site 
practice. 

A limit for the soluble salt content of 
Keene’s and Parian gypsum plaster has been 
introduced, to provide an additional safe- 
guard for the user. 


Natural Rubber Joint Rings for Gas 
Mains, Water Mains and _ Sewers 
(BS 2494: 1955) 


TuHIs new British Standard (price 2s.) re- 
places BS 674 “ Rubber joint rings for water 
mains and sewers,” and BS 772 “ Rubber 
joint rings for gas mains.” The standard 
specifies six hardnesses of vulcanised natural 
rubber joint rings for use in mains contain- 
ing such fluids as: town gas, coal gas, water 
gas, natural gas, water and sewage. 


Wood Battens and Counter-battens for 
Slating and Tiling (BS 1318: 1955) 


Tus revised British Standard (price 2s.) 
includes requirements relating to counter- 
battens which were not given in the previous 
issue. Provision has also been made for the 
supply of random lengths with a 5 ft. mini- 
mum, but the lengths in each bundle have 
to be reasonably uniform. Vertical battens 
used in connection with Italian, Roman, 
Spanish and similar tiling have not been 
included. 

A change has been made in the operation 
of the tolerances and these now allow a 
tolerance in both width and _ thickness 
to operate at the same time. Requirements 
for species of timber and quality are given 
and these include the use of home grown 
timber. 

Copies of these Standards may be obtained 
from the Sales Branch, British Standards 
Institution, British Standards House, 2 Park- 
street, London, WI. 
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CURRENT PRICES OF MATERIALS 





hee information given on these pages has been specially compiled 
for The Builder and is copyright. It is the intention that the 
details given should indicate fair average prices of materials, not 
necessarily the highest or the lowest. The prices apply to large 
quantities of materials loaded at works, delivered at London Stations 
or at site in London Area as stated. Prices for smaller quantities 
ex merchant’s warehouse will necessarily be higher so as to include 
the stocking and handling costs involved. Due to the exceptional 
circumstances now prevailing it is recommended that the prices of 
materials should be confirmed by inquiry from suppliers and merchants. 
AGGREGATES AND SAND 
' Delivered site in full lorry loads. Average of prices for 
Boroughs of Westminster, Paddington, Holborn and 
St. Pancras. 


£: 2. id. 
Pit Ballast ee A ae bee ae eos per yd. i 5 6 
Pit Sand as eae ie ae oe a 1 211 
Washed Sand . ate ve one ee ane a j I 
Zin. Shingle... ae sas wks ous ses mm i 2s 
in. Broken Brick... sie es ae one as 100 
Pan Breeze Ss ioe we ee 19 3 
Fine or Coarse Foamed Slag ‘Aggregate ine +. per ton 30 9 

2 yds. of fine and 2.6 yds. of coarse per ton 

CEMENT, etc. 


Including non-returnable jute sacks or paper bags. 
Best British Portland Cement. Standard Specifica- 
tion delivered Charing Cross area. 


6-ton loads and upwards, site... che ~~ peraon 3 1 6 

‘ 1 to 6 tons, site 2 243: 6 
Rapid Hardening Cement in a 6- ton Toads and up- 

wards to site os ss Se OD 

1 to 6 tons do. site .. ‘ 6 4 0 


Aquacrete Water Repellent Cement. 32s. 6d. per 
ton on ordinary cement prices. 


Red, Buff or Khaki Colorcrete in 6-ton lots pas na 718 0 
Other colours according to colour. 
In 4-ton lots from 295s. Od. to — 0d. a ton. 
White Portland Cement ae an is 2 0 
Under 1 ton per cwt. is -7 
417 Cement (Ultra Rapid Hardening) in 6-ton lots 

and upwards perton 614 0 


Super Cement (Waterproof), 32s. 6d. ‘per ton above 
Portland Cement. 
Cullamix Tyrolean Finish, £11 5s. Od. to £14 Os. Od. 
(1-ton loads and upwards). 
Lightning and Ciment Fondu Brands High Alumin- 
ous cement, 6-ton lots and up - 14 8 3 
— Fireclay, 6-ton loads at Railway, Depot, 


London » 6 8 
Moler ieee’ Powder for Flue Bricks (Condon 
sites) . wae ais ase percwt. 110 0 
BRICKS 
! Full Loads. 
First Hard Stocks oe da any esis .. per1,000 1117 O 
Second Hard Stocks ... sae yan = rie o 10 16 0 
Mild Stocks (Kiln Burnt)... ean cee aan i 9 1 6 
Mild Stocks... i 8 16 6 
All loaded free into lorry at the works. The question 
of haulage is still very — and prices must 
be obtained from job to job. 
2% in. Nominal Fletton Bricks to sites in aia 
District Commons ave 4 513.0 
Cellular do. see sae See a0 wee ve 513 0 
Keyed Bs. ©.s%c = coe ane ss ue $15 0 
Rustics <5 Bee = eae sae ose a 618 0O 
Cellular Rustics | me sce aoe sais eae s 618 O 
Single Bullnose do. ... mee aoe a oon sy 613 0 
Sandfaced ... = at 71%3 ® 
Bes: Blue Pressed Staffs (London Stations) .. = as 21 3 6 
Do. Bullnose (London Stations) soe “ae o 27 19 6 
Blue Wire Cuts (London Stations) . poe see $5 24 14 0 
Midhurst Lime Bricks (London sites) ~ ee 2 10 8 0 
Uxbridge Whites (London sites) _... a 94141 6 
Special Purpose Sandlime Bricks (London ‘sites) . ce 7 44 0 
24in. Best Stourbridge Fire Bricks (London 
stations) 5 Pa 26. 6 3 
3 in. do. (London stations) . sae sie a 31.12 38 
2} in. Moler Flue Bricks (London sites) ” 36 0 0 
2% in. Machine - made Sandfaced Red "Facings 
(London sites) ma 14 8 6 
7 “ Machine-made Multi Red Facings (London a 
es) ”» 
2 i 94 Hand-made Sandfaced Red Facings (London 
sites) .. en is 6 © 
2% in. Hand-made Sandfaced ‘Multi-Colour Facings 
M (London sites) = 16 1 0 
' Hand-made Sandfaced Cherry Red Facings. Berk- 
shire district (London sites) pase ns 17 3 6 
Hand-made Sandfaced Multi - Colour Facings. oe 





Berkshire district (London sites) 
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ae 
Rubber Bricks for gauged arches (London sites) .... per 1,000 41 10 
2§ in. Surrey Clamp Burnt Multi Stock Facings 


(London sites) es 13 6 0 
2% in. Surrey Kiln Burnt Multi Stock Facings 
(London sites) om 14 18 0 
Glazed Bricks (London sites), White, Ivory, B Brown— 
Stretchers... aS ‘“ 64 0 0 
Headers - ae ase te a 63 0 0 
Quoins, Bullnose and oe in. Flats rpe ae ua 80 0 0 
Double Stretchers ... -_ BA aaa dee Be 85 0 0 
Double Headers... aus ss fee! cee me 77 10 0 
One side and two ends _... see ste aie * 87 0 0 
Two sides and oneend ... ar aa ses ea 89 10 0 
Splays and Squints a = 83 0 0 


Cream and Buff £3 extra over White. Other 
colours, hard glaze, £8 10s. Od. extra over White. 
All above prices plus 174 % for Best quality and 
plus 174% less 10% for Second quality. 


PARTITION SLABS, etc. 
Delivered Central London Area. (W.C. District). 
HOLLow CLAY PARTITION BLocks (Keyed) 


Minimum 
lorry loads. 
5) ar ane ase 140 yds. Ses dee - yd.sup. 44 
POE. 406 re aa 140 yds. re ‘i 41 
*3in. (3 cavity) ane 120 yds. 5 4 
neaen BLocKs (Keyed) 

*3 in. (6 cavity) Ses 110 yds. eae 6 a 5 6 
*4 in. (6 cavity) ee 95 yds. aes ee 6 9 
6in. (83 in. x S5¥ in.) 1,250 le “es nee . per 1,000 26 60 

* Half blocks at no extra charge. 

CLINKER ee 
72 ee ane ae 100 yds. «. per yd.sup. 3 9 
2h, a6 ae ies 85 yds. ate pean a 44 
“i are ay. ace 75 yds. aa ise oe a3 
4in. | os aes aes 55 yds. sae me - 65 
CRANHAM 
a. x6 ean rae wis “fe eee aes e 6 8 
2h in. ... Ses cee iss a are ron os 74 
4 = aes a 6 Ree nag we wee "9 87 
: ae Se ia a 10 7 
44 in. Load bearing quality ah ae ll 8 
MOLER PARTITION. Blocks 

Dine snl UN? ace SOs: ae eee x 15 6 
24 in. ... = es 120 yds. ate Se a 15 9 
SAD. «06 ae ies 100 yds. ows per s¢ 16 0 
4 in. 90 yds. 90 


LIGHTWEIGHT COoncRETE Pm AND PARTITION BLOCKS OF VARIO 
SOURCES OF MANUFACTURE 


| er awe eee 100 yds. aaa a i $9 

ZEN. ose Ae Ae 80 yds. oe ~ ne 6 1l 
Bis ase aes oe 65 yds. eae eee ae 8 | 

4am. ss ss eee 50 yds. nee pas < 94 

44 in. ... ee es 44 yds. sc ry a 102 
Git, .< Ses 33 yds. ace 13 8 

THERMALITE PARTITION BLOCKS 

2hin. ... 120 yds. 61l 

THERMALITE LOADBEARING INSULATING BLOCKS ‘ 

St ere ny ae 100 yds. es es 8 i 

Bim, oe ee ane 75 yds. im -  /* 10 9 

Sis: ve ass ee 60 yds. ae ee sa 13 3 

Gitte se Os 50 yds. mie ee x 16 Ii 

SHY Aes sd ase BURVdG ccs, ie ie 116 

OS i a ae 33 yds. : sa 144 

FLOOR mene AND FILLER TILES 
3 in. Floor Blocks at in. adn 12 in. wean in full ' 
lorry-loads .. ; % ... per 1,000 33 6 

4 in. do. ... eo5 ee ae as sca i 35 14 0 

Sin; dO; s< ee oe ~~ ee an Ka 42 10 0 

6 in. do} -.:. ony ae ae eae - _ 4711 : 

7 in. GO; ss oe sa ee es <a » 58 8 0 

8in. do. e?; 

10° x 3° Xx {Filler Tiles in multiples of 10 tiles per 1, 000 multiples = p ) 
12 x 3S" X 5” do. Pm ae 
10” x 4” x 3 do. do. a bs a 


STONEWARE DRAIN PIPES, etc. - 
The following are the percentages to be added to the Standard List pm 
delivered — sida tical ia iiaae 
elivered ex Merchants arf or Dep : 
Over 100 pieces Under 100 pic 


Over 2 tons Under 2 ey Under Se 
Best ualit eee = + 11 yA LPP] 
BSS Fo an ee -- +10% +1174% +10% +t 
Tested Quality... — +374%4-1173% +374 4 Ny 
BSS Tested do. +474 % 41178 % +478 ht 

Delivered ex nee Works 4.115% 

Best Quality Sa +85 7 ey 
BSS Bost do. ... +10% - ase ya 410% 0 185% +10% ait 


‘ ° 6 ° o +11 
Tested Quality... +374°%4+85°%  +37$%4105% +378 (tii 
BSS Tested eh. T47h6? 1855 +474%+105% 447444 15h 
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STONEWARE DRAIN PIPES, etc.—continued DOORS (in Lots I-I1) 
ad Delivered London area. 4 6 @ 
d Drain Pipes om = in. sahaaael .. per 1,000 10 2 6 13 in. 4 Horizontal Panel. Pattern 4 in. deal 
i"... ws oe iz 14 9 6 1656-294! ul ue OO 112 0 
6 in. mo feet ee oe : 29 19 0 2 ft.3in. x 6ft.6in. ... yen vs 113 0 
9 in. do: ... ae aon Per oc: rep je SF Ss @ 2 ft. 6 in. x 6 ft. 6 in. a 114 0 
” do. butt xX GIL Gin... ss 116 6 
in. do. but top panel oy og Pattern 4 x G in deal 
DAMP COURSE 2 ft. 6 in. x 6 ft. aie sea eae aaa a 2.9 6 
Hessian base bitumen 7 Ib. per yd. sup. in 24 ft. rolls 2 ft. 9 in. x 6 ft. rm én ss 211 6 
,000 41 10 9 cut to wall widths in lots of £6 value and over 2 in. Panel, apg! panel reg Pattern 2 x G in deal 
delivered London area... ... per yd. sup. > I 2 ft. 6 in. x 6 ft. a aa aa on 7 a) 
13 6 0 Asbestos base ditto 7 lb. per yd. sup. do. do. s 5 0 2 ft. 9 ‘- x 6 ft. g i aaa aaa a me pe 2 3 6G 
Lead lined bitumen ditto 94 Ib. per yd. sup. do. i 3 
14 18 0 18 in. X 9 in. British damp course a slates ... + per 1,000 a é ° ennai 
14 in. X 9 in. do. 2 ee dan pa 
64 0 0 9 in. x 9 in. do. do. aad ee 2 18 2 6 hiatiecitiih Uiieie eine 
Say se SS & ws eo TT 8 | 1 in. Wood Wool Slabs, 6 ft. 0 in. x 2 ft. 0 in. in 
14 in. x 43 in. = i “#9 cy ” quantities of 1 ton (89 yds. to 1 ton) ... ... per yd. 5 8 
: 00 9 in. x 44 in. do. do. “ee — ” "ae 1} in. do. (67 yds. to 1 ton) ... op a 7 4 
87 % ; 2 in. do. (52 yds. to 1 ton) ... wi 8 11% 
89 10 0 STONE 23 in. do. (45 yds. to 1 ton) . aa3 ad 10 3 
83 0 0 3 in. do. (39 yds. to 1 ton) ... a 11 5S} 
Bath og a0 — 8 0 Quantities under 1 ton add Id. per } in. of thickness. 
Monks Par nas see acs ee oem Sta SEN } in. imported insulation Board, quantities over 5,000 sq. ft. 
St. Aldhelm Box Ground My 9 0 er 100'sq. ft. 2 2 6 
og in — trucks at South Lambeth 4 ie. Hardboard do. 716 
B.R. Western Region. pe sk “ 326 
Doulting Stone Random Blocks. Delivered ee area ,, 8 9 * in. aaa Flat Building $ Sheets” ae - per yd. sup. 49 
Beer Stone. Delivered London area aaa pe 8 3 + in. do. nd 7 oie . a 49 
Portland Stone— _ Roofing Felt, 1-ply pe 1 6 
) Brown Whitbed in random blocks, 20 ft. average do. 2-ply a yh bis i - 1 9 
delivered in railway trucks at Nine Elms, B.R. Best Scotch Glue. inslabs ... ss. 0 ase wee PEF Few. 5S 0 O 
Southern Region . wee a9 8 3 do. pearl ta, Cs eres z 5 °S 6 
d.sup. 4 4 Yorkshire Stone—Blue Robin ‘Hood Quality. Croid Glue... 7 aie oe ica 20 25616 
, 41 Delivered to site London in 6-ton lots. Cut Nails 3 in. (1-ton lots)... re ae ... per ton 64 10 0 
, 54 9 in. X 3 in. Rubbed, weathered, throated and do. 4 in. and up (l-ton lots) — ada dia ee 61 0 0 
stooled cills sea aa _— ft. cube 3 10 8 Wire Nails, 3 in. (4-cwt. lots) tan .-. per cwt. 3 09 
. 5 6 12 in. x 6 in. do. “do. . ia 210 6 do. 4 in. and up (4-cwt. lots) aaa Pee a 36 3 
, 69 12in. X 3 in. Plain coping, twice throated ss = 119 0 
000 26 6 0 12in. x 3in. Weathered and twice throated coping ae 212 0 
14 in. x 6 in. = - So. - Ses 2 ; ¢ METALS 
44 in. x 9in. Plinth, rubbed on top and face ... »” ’ 
d. sup : ; 3 in. sawn two sides Slabs, random sizes ... . per ft. sup. 7 6 Basis Joists— oe: SN Se 
' 33 Templates and Cover Stones, 3 i 4 in. a 6 in. ‘ as ac 6in. X 5in.,8in. x Sin.,8in. X 6in., 10 in. x 6'n. 
. 5 thick, edges coped for rendered brickwor! per ft. cube 12 in. x 6 in. plain cut to lengths delivered 
. 6 " Do. ‘. do. fair one edge for fair faced ~~ London area oe . perton 41 0 0 
rickwor Pre eas oH oie om oe Extra for sizes 
. : ; Hard York— 3in. x 1fin. = 4in. X 1Pin, cee nee ” 310 0 
° 37 12in. x 2 in. Square Steps, rubbed on top and edge per ft. run 9 0 3in. x 3in. a La a es 210 0 
. 10 7 14in. x 3 in. Round-nosed Steps, rubbed on top 4in. X 3 in. 10in. x 4him ... = ye ns 110 0 
° il 3 and front -. per ft.cube2 8 0 et Se ee: Ce 115 0 
” 12 in. x 6 in. Plain Steps, ‘rubbed. top and front oe 22 6 43 in. x 1}in. j oy pa ie 350 
P 2 in. Rubbed and Jointed Paving, given sizes ... per ft. sup. 8 6 Sin. x 44in. Tin. X 34 in. 13in. x Sin = 15 0 
. : ) 2 in. Sawn Paving, edges squared, in random sizes peryd.sup.2 19 3 6in. X 3in. 24in. x 7hin. ... i 7 = 200 
ig 16 0 6in. X 44in, Tin. X 4in. 8in. x 4in. = E256 
“3 19 0 TILES AND PANTILES Qin. x 4in. Gwe See S 100 
§ VARIO 12in. x Sin. 22 in. X 7in. aaa ae on ” 
SCKS OF Delivered London area by road in 6 tons or over per 1,000. Sin: < Fin. 100. < Sin. 12in. x Sin. 
$9 —— — — and French mune = from a 14in. x Shin. 14in. x 6in. 14 in. Xx Sin. 
” incoinshire district eco in. X 5in. 15in. X 6in. 16in. X 6in. 10 0 
” iy Hand-made Pantiles Berkshire district mre aaa eae 50 9 O LS — 8 4 isin x rt iin, x in 7 
” 94 Hand-made Double Roman Bridgwater district ... aaa 58 13 6 18 in. X Sin. 20in. x 64in. 20in. x 7}in 
” 102 Hand-made 104 x 64 tiles Berkshire district “ae Ve 141 6 Steel angles average price... a ay ae 4215 0 
” 3 ; Machine-made 103 x 64 Staffordshire district ... a 13 18 9 Steel tees average price ee si = 4315 0 
” Hand-made Hip and Valley tiles per doz. aaa aca 110 0 Fabricated work delivered London— 
él | — aa: tiles do. ... “cc nee : : R.S. Joists cut and fitted pre ae <a pe 57 10 0 
(ocs [| uate. = - = sts eS -— - = 2 = 5 68 10 0 
” 109 Nore.—Breakage in transit, purchasers’ responsibility. Compound stanchions ck as ae pas 7210 0 
sg 35 In Roof hi Ae and Purlins | a <a vs 85 10 0 
se 6 | Average prices not for awkward work. 
1 " ( SLATES Angle cleats and # in., ? in. and ] in. bolts average 
144 First-quality Slates from Penrhyn or Portmadoc, carriage price London area ae nad aaa .-- percwt. 415 0 
” ran in hie truck loads to London Rate Station. Per FERRO-CONCRETE BARS 
awa Mild Steel Ferro-Concrete bars to BSS785 ex London 
1,000 33 6 0 24x 12 nae des aes en a ee ara 12417 4 Stock { in. diam., and d upwards me 4211 0 
35 14 0 x 12 103 13 8 1 in. diam. ee .. per tonextra 8 12 0 
" 42100 axe 93 13 6 a a ee eee 612 0 
47 17 0 x 12 88 9 0 Min idoe cc, ete | Lee a 412 0 
- ae 27° . ee 1 Oe in ee eo ee, Se ee 320 
uitiples $6 15 0 be x 9 52 14 6 Mitp STEEL TuBES 
64 10 9 .* 49 1 3 Tubes to BSS1387 and Fittings. List prices and following discounts: 
m1 08 x 8 vee 38 3 8 Galvanised Tube— WLI. Fittings Malleable Fittings 
Note.—Breakage in transit, purchasers” responsibility. Class A + 73% , : 
Class B + 18$% Light + 34 is Malleable List—323% + 40% 
andard List pris TIMBER “aa 353% Heavy + 41} 
Softwood— Class A — 144% 
tn der 100 pitt Joinery quality aan ee Ex. — per standard £110 to £135 Class B — 24% Light + 214% Malleable List—323 % 
Under 2 {01s Carcassing quality . do. aa £98 to £102 Class C + 114% Heavy + 283° 
130%, 1 in. Tongued and Grooved Fi ooring do. a £108 0 0 C.I. HALF-ROUND GUTTERS 
: , +10 0% + +130 Hardwood— Delivered London per yd. in 6-ft. lengths 
# 374 fot iy Mahogany—African S.E. re do. per ft. cube 110 0 ; Sto 
+474 %+1 = ee bo tes bo a 2 : : ‘ss er a ae “ . 
uropean do oes oO. sa in. cae ade ae aa ico, 70 
+1154 ‘ do. Japanese do.!  ... do. = 210 0 3} in. a ee 3/5 /Al 
+10% +i do, English Logs sawa ... do. ee 117 6 4 in. st te, Oa me” ge 3/10 1/4 
+a cis) Teak 8 in. average S.E. ... do. 315 0 Se «= ax’ ax (oa foe 4/4 1/7 
147444 15h Walnut = African Logs sawa ... _— do. a 15 0 5 in. se ten ae oe 4/8 1/it 
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METALS—continued 
C.1.0.G. GUTTERS 

; Gutters 
3 in. “aR ae cee cae 4/7 
BRAS srs eek ee oe = S/14 
4 in. A ane a mee 5/8 
43 in. cae ‘es 6/1 
5 in. a ~ i 6/8 

. C1. Reena PIPES 

Per yd. in 6-ft. lengths Pipe 
2 in. bast sieas) teh 7/7 
yg ee wee Se 7/7 

in. ae 7 me ass 8/6 
34 in. we see eae : 9/8 
4 in. cea as 11/24 

; L. c. C. ‘CoateD Soit Pipes 
2 in. a ee 8/7} 
READS! ces “ss 9/04 
3 in. ses ae 10/2 
3} in. 11/44 
4 in. 12/114 


Above prices for sane: rain-water and soil pipes for under 5 cwt. lots 
Lots over 5 cwt. see List No. 3300 dated February 1, 1955, plus 74% 
4-ton lots 5 per cent., 2-ton lots 24 per cent. 


only. 
and tonnage allowance. 


L.C.C. CoATED DRAIN PIPES 


THE BUILDER 


Sto 
Nozzle Ends 
4/1 1/1 
4/1 1/4 
4/4 1/7 
4/11 1/11 
5/8 2/2 
Bends Branches 
3/10 5/7 
4/4 7/5 
5/5 8/1 
6/4 9/8 
7/9 11/6 
6/8 8/1 
7/4 10/1 
8/1 11/11 
10/1 13/11 
11/3 16/5 


In 9-fts. 

. cwt. qr. lb. per yd. Bends __ Branches 
4 in. ae oa _ 1 1 17 27/4 19/3 34/- 

6 in. Ss ree vee wae 1 40/9 S1/- 81/9 
ASBESTOS RAIN-WATER PIPES AND FITTINGS 

All less 174 per cent. discount. 

: 2 in. 23 in. 3 in. 4 in. 
~— 6-ft. ingaael ..per yd. 3/114 4/3 5/14 6/94 
Shoe: a each 2/7 2/1 3/4 4/6 
Single Branches ... be 4/- 4/ 5/8 WAL 
Bends square or obtuse .. 5 2/10 3/1 4/- 5/8 
Swan Necks 44 in. proj.. re 3/1 4/- 4/6 6/3 

do. 6in. do. me 3/4 4/- 5/1 6/9 
AsBesTtos O.G. GUTTERS AND FITTINGS 
in. 4} in Sin. 6in 
Gutters 6 ft. saan ..-per yd. 3/84 4/2 4/114 5/114 
Drop ends . each = 3/- 3/6 4/1 4/10 
Stop ends oe ee /1l 1/- 1/1 1/3 
Angles me 3/1 a7 4/4 5/1 
Nozzles... aoe Same: 3/- 3/6 4/1 4/10 
Union Clips ae fe 1/6 1/9 2/2 2/ 
ASBESTOS manne —— GUTTERS AND FITTINGS 
in. 44 in. 5 in. 6 in. 
Gutters 6 ft. niageael = yd. 2/74 3/14 3/24 3/4 5/34 
Drop ends ... ... each 2/2 2/7 2/10 3/1 4/6 
Stopends ... Bier as /10 /ll 1/- 1/1 1/3 
Angles soe Beit Sy 2/6 2/10 3/1 3/4 4/6 
Nozzles... ose | aoe 2/2 2/7 2/10 3/1 4/6 
Union Clips aa ree 1/1 1/2 1/3 1/5 2/1 
Per ton basis 
in London 
Ps. ae. 
Iron—Staffordshire Crown weap esau 43 12 6 
Mild Steel Bars 40 4 0 
Mild Steel Hoops 41 3 6 


Two- 
Soft Sheets C.R. and C.A.— . 
20 gauge sie : see oes 52 
24 gauge = Ss as 54 
26 gauge 57 
Gaeaeane Corrugated sheets 6 ft. to - fie 
20 gauge i 60 
24 gauge 63 
26 gauge 69 
Gaiveniont flat sheets C.R. and ite rem 
20 gauge 61 
24 gauge 64 
26 gauge 70 
ALUMINIUM AND ALUMINIUM ALLOYS 
(Base prices) - 
Sheet BS 1470 SIC 18 SWG (36 in. wide) ... per Ib. 
Sheet BS 1470 NS 3 Utility 18 SWG (36 in. wide) R 
Coiled strip BS 1470 SIC 18 SWG (24 in. wide) . a 
= BS 1470 NS 3 Utility 18 SWG (24 in. 
— ‘to for flashing 99.7 of purity ‘22 SWG (12i in. 
wi 
Corrugated sheet BS 1470 NS . Utility "Circular 
Profile 8 ft. x 32 in. x 20S per sheet 1 
Corrugated sheet BS 1470 NS 7 tility Industrial 
Profile 8 ft. x 313 in. x 20 SW 1 
Corrugated sheet BS 1470 NS 3 Utility Mansard 
Profile 8 ft. x 313 in. x 20 SWG _ 1 
Extruded section BS 1476 E1C simple moulding ; per lb. 
Extruded section BS 1476 E1C 1 in. diam. round y 
Extruded section BS 1476 HE1OWP simple angle a 
Extruded section BS 1476 HE1IOWP iM ‘2 = sanee ae 
Tubing BS 1471 TIC 1} in. O/D x aa 
Tubing BS 1471 HT10WP 13 in. op = Ly SWG a 


Ex Merchant’s 
Stock per ton 


ton lots 
Ss. 
8 

18 

18 


a 
Coo coo anaF 
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PLUMBERS’ BRASS WORK, etc. 
Delivered in London area. 


M.O.H. 
All per doz. sin. in. lin. 
Seenauate bib cocks veiuanel 
head for iron . 87/- 128/8 
Toilet bib cocks for iron 109/— 158/5 
Screwdown stop cocks for iron 66/- 


do. with two unions for lead 89/- 
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lf in. 


1din. 2in. 


95/9 188/- 363/- 522/6 917/6 


132/— 234/4 472/- 623/6 1389/6 


Double nut boiler screws 18/8 26/5 47/6 48/6 67/- 93/6 
Heavy Croydon ball valves 77/— 193/6 312/5 568/8 734/10 — 
Plumbers’ union emus me to 
iron i 19/6 23/6 38/6 52/10 70/6 165/~ 
a in. 1} in. 2in. 3in. 34in. 4in, 
Caps and screws 33/- 40/8 59/6 92/5 118/10 155/3 


Brass sleeves 


31/11 31/11 56/2 74/10 91/5 


"14 x 6 Ib. 14 x 61b. 2 x 71b. 3 x 71b 


Lead P. trap with brass saunas 
screws ee 
Lead S. trap do. 
Solder 

Plumbers’ 

Tinmen’s 

Blow pipe 


68/- 
82/- 


85/- 
102/- 


CopPeR TUBES AND SHEETS 


135/- 
167/- 


per Ib. 


231/6 
299/6 
s. d. 
3 10 
4 8 
411 


Copper tubes BSS 659/1944 on the basic price of 464d. per Ib. plus gauge 


and manufacturing extras as follows. 


Extra 
d. 
4in. x 19 gauge ane 12} Total per lb. 
gin. x 19 ,, aes 114 as pr 
1 in Kas; A ee 9% ar s 
Itin. x 18 ,, an oe 4 os 99 
Igin. x 18, Kite 56 ” ” 
2 1n. < U7 5 103 ” ” 
Rolled Copper sheets up to 48 in. wide, basic sai 
plus gauge and manufacturing extras... per ton 
ZINC 
Sheet Zinc 10 gauge (25 SWG) 5 cwt lots upwards per cwt. 
do. 12 gauge (23 SWG) 7 ” 
do. 14 gauge (21 SWG) ” ” 


Brass TUBES 


Brass tubes basic — ae ss and sass 
ing extras oes 


LEAD SHEET AND PIPES 


Minimum quantities, 3 cwt. 


£: gu 
439 10 0 


8 17 3 
8 15 6 
8 14 6 


3 0} 


Basis selling price in minimum one-ton delivery to one address in London 


or Home Counties. 


Lead Sheet, English, 33 lb. substance and upwards 
Lead Water Pipe in coils... ore 
Lead Soil Pipe 10 ft. or over 2 in. to 4 in. dia. 
over 4 in. dia. = 
Lead Gas or Untinned Compo p 
Extras over Basis for quantities Pander 1 ton 
5 cwt. and under 1 ton 
3 cwt. do. 5 cwt. 
1 cwt. do. 3 cwt. 


Smaller quantities than 1 cwt. priced ous. 

Supplying sheet lead and lead pipe to less than basis 
weights and cutting to sizes less than basis charged 
extra according to current trace schedule. 

Allowance for Old Lead, collected £104 5s. Od. per 
ton weighed at buyer’s works. 


PLASTER, etc. 


per ton 
” 
” 
” 


” 


per cwt. 
” 


Coarse Pink in 1-ton loads and over Delivered on ie per ton 


do. White do. GO. «« 
Sirapite Coarse do. GO; “ase 

do. Fine do. GO. 
Blue Lias Lime in 6-ton loads Bae ees oes 
Hydrated Lime GO; sis mee soa 
Lump Lime do. cee 


White Keen’s or Parian Cement i in I-ton loads... 

Pink Keen’s or Parian Cement in 1-¢on _ 

Granite Chips in 6-ton loads 

Hair 

Gypsum Plaster Lath or Base Board Ri in. thick 600 
yds. and over in one delivery. Delivered site ... 
1,200 yds... 

Do. Insulating | do. “Zin. thick 600 yds. and over 
in one delivery. Delivered site ... 
1,200 yds. 

Gypsum Plaster Wall ‘Boards, 3 and 4 ft. wide 6 to 


2 ft., $ in. thick, 600 yds. and over in one 
Pn ey Delivered site x 
1,200 yds. ... 
Do. Insulating do. “Zin. thick 600 aaa and over 
in one delivery. — site ee 
1,200 yds. ... pees ; Bae 


” 
per cwt. 


per yd. 


£ ie 
150 15 

152 0 
153 10 
155 10 
153 10 


2 
4 
6 


ooo oooce 


— — a ee 
IAIN ho; 


— 
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ci) 
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plus gauge 
3, 3 cwt 


; in London 
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PAINT AND DISTEMPER 


livered London area £ os. d. 
peiing Distemper . eee ee percwt. 1 7 6 
Washable Distemper <e an 5 5 0 
Gloss Paint per gal. 210 O 
Snowcem cement paint ‘Gn 1 cwt. drums) . percwt. 311 0 

LEAD PRODUCTS AND > Ons er 
hite Lead, 1 cwt. kegs per cwt. 
Ground White Lead Paint, 1- 19 gal. lots in Teal. tins pergal. 3 4 0 
Genuine Red Lead, Dry, i cwt. ke eg SG percwt. 7 7 6 
Genuine Linseed Oil Putty, 1 cwt. keg —~ 242 0 
Size XD quality, 28 Ib. per tin 9 0 
Raw Linseed Oil (5 gal.) drums extra Ace ... per gal. 14 0 
Boiled Linseed Oil (5 gal.) GO. .< age ie a 14 6 
SUNDRIES. — 
ne substitute CO gal.) drums extra ... eee Pe 
_—— do. Ogal.) do. do. ... ose on 4 8} 
Solignum, Brown (5 a cans) Exterior... ass <a 6 10 
Creosote (40 gal. barrels)... aoe res ‘+ 2 0 
Paste Powder (1 Ib. a per Ib. 1 6 
White Lining Paper se per piece 10 
VARNISHES, etc. 
vered London area. 
Oak Varnish, Outside or Inside eee -. pergal 112 6 
Oak Pale Copal do. ... aes eee as 118 0 
Hard Drying Oak for Inside i 200 
Crystal Paper Varnish do. Ke 200 
Eggshell Flat Varnish do. i 214 0 
Finest Carriage Varnish ze 210 0 
Front Door Varnish ... 5 200 
Gold Size te 6 
Black Japan... a 114 0 
Brunswick Black ai 110 0 
Berlin Black s 150 
Terebene i 18: 6 
Knotting (1 gal, “bottles. free)... s 220 
French and Brush Polish (do. ) 118 0 


GLASS 
Delivered London area. 


Per ft. super 
s. d 


18 oz. Sheet Glass Ordinary Glazing Quality. Cut Sizes 63 
ihe » ” ” ” °° ” Bs 
—* ©: = : i 1 23 
ry oq “Rolled Plate ‘ 10 
# in. and } in. Rough Cast . : . eee 3 4 


THE BUILDER 





¢ in. Figured eg and penenieasain heen en ers: 


do. Standard Tints 
do. Special Tints ... 
4 in. Pinstripe, 
Luminating 

3 in. Wired Cast 
3 in. Georgian Wired Cast 


Hollow Glass Blocks— 
-B.2 


3? xX 5S} x 33 eco 
PBS. 72 xX 72 x 34 
P.B.32 1k xX 74 x3 = 4 
Radiused Corner Blocks to match » with— 
P.B.2 aaa 
P.B.3 
P.B.32 


Hammerstripe, 





Reeded, ; ’Reedlyte and 


3 in. Polished Plate Glass, G. G. Quip 


In plates not exceeding 
”» ” ” 
” ” *” 


” ” ” 


2 ft. sup. 
5 ft. sup. 
45 ft. sup. 
100 ft. sup. 


eee 


eee 







1149 
Per ft. super 
. de 


eee 10 
St 
114 
2 


3t 
3 


Ne 


pant od bunt fund 
—S 
vane 


3 in. Polished Plate, extra sizes, i.e., plates matin 100 ft. 
sup. or 160 in. one way or 96 in. both ways. G.G. quality 


—Not exceeding 135 ft. sup. or250 - one way or 135 in. 


both ways 


Not exceeding 180 ft. sup. or “ditto 
Not exceeding 200 ft. sup. or ditto 
Plates exceeding 200 ft. sup., prices on application. 
Substances other than } in. Polished Plate at Special Prices. 


Quantity Tariff—Sheet and Sundry Glass. 


The following prices apply to minimum quantities of one size and one 
pattera delivered by the manufacturer to one site at one time. 


Description of Glass 

18 oz..sheet O.Q 

OES 5 lx 

0. OO 

32 oz. 

$ in. Rolled Plate 

+ in. 
Patterns, White 


+ in. Pinstripe, Hammerstripe, Reeded, Luminating 


and Spotlyte.. 


#s in. and } in. Rolled Plate or * Rough Cast 


+ in. Wired Cast, Hexagonal.. 


3 in. Georgian Wired Cast 


Figured Rolled and Cathedral 


. “e 5 6 
. <a 7 
° <<e 7 0 
Per ft. super 

eco eco 2°32 
< aa 4 5 
aa da me 
ie 5 6 

< 8 4 

pes ii 3 

an 16 


Minimum Per ft. sup. 
quantity s. d 


‘ 3,000 4 
Z 2,000 
‘ 2,000 8 
Pa wwe 2000 11¢ 
aaa ... 1,000 8 
Standard 
1,000 8 
1,000 11 
i 1 
7000 OL et 








AS FROM OCTOBER 


Town. 


Aberavon 
MIAN cy vcsieers os spcededers 
Abergavenny ... 

Abingdon ........ 

Accrington ... 
Addlestone ............... 
Afan Valley ... 
Aldeburgh . 
Aldershot District .. 
Alfreton UD 
Alnwick UD 
Altrincham 
Am 









Amersham . 
Ammanford 


po Ae RD. oo 
Ashbourne UD ............... A2 
Ashby-de-la-Zouch UD ey 
Ashby Woulds UD 
Ashford (Kent) .......... 
Ashford CMiddlesex) .. 
Ashington UD 
eae 
Ashton- -under-Lyne : 
Aspatria and Brayton ...... A2 
Atherstone RD 
Attleborough 
Axminster 











3, 1955. 


KEY TO SCHEDULE OF GRADE RATES. 








































Grade Classification. A Al A2 A3 
Craftsmen ... 4/- 3/114 3/11 3/103 
Labourers ... 3/54 3/5 3/44 3/4 
Town. Grade. Town. Town. Grade. 
TRGENENORD fo caccnacckecaedsaens A2 CINE, ox cccecascncanacnens OND © ov aaecetivadedeaoaunss A 
PERSIAN | os dcacscccdeccucccna A2 Bedlingtonshire UD ... Se A 
ee A | ee eee A2 
Beeston & Stapleford UD A |) 2 eS! A 
TI sctcssacncnthedenenen Belper UD A BEI sccncscaccnnsacsaiend A 
Bakewell UD TEER a<ciccnsuces BE US ‘enccsnssdsendanceainonty A 
PUES caccince Berkhamsted MN. on dnacdcancncean ny 
ere Berrington Bognor Regis .A2 
Barnard Ca: Berwick Borough Boldon UD A 
Barnoldswi Beverley MB Bolsover UD A 
Barnsley Cb Bewdley MB. A Bolton .... A 
Barnstaple Bexhill-on-Se A2 Boston MB A 
Barrow-in-Furness Bideford _..... A2 Bourne End . ee 
Barrow-upon-Soar RI Biggleswade --A2 Bournemouth District ee 
(exc. Thrussington A2)...A Billericay .... A ERROCRICY NEED scececconcececes<. A2 
WEG. o.caveaticncansouseudccssus A DIE adcudaauseddewasenven | ee <n 
Basford RD (exc. Willough- Billingham UD ......... a * BROT CD nw. sccseicsesese A 
by-on-the-Wolds Al) ...... A Ce eee an Bradford-on-Avon ......... A2 
IES dcascsewascacduces | 3 uA Vo ee: Al 
UE Nedcincs anda veacccseusaugesauas A eee A2 Brandon & Byshottles UD A 
Batley MB ... ere ‘a Brecon—Borough of......... Al 
Baxterley Birmingham CB ............TA Breconshire, County of ... [A2 
Beaconsfield District ......... A Bishop Auckland UE = ....k Brent Knoll A2 
Bearl Bishop's Stortford ...... enol Brentwood 
Beccles Bishops Castle MB.......... A2 WPMD ose cisiacesccscesecsvcess 
Bedale RD [ee ee eae Bridlington MB ............... A 








Bedford Blackburn 





A 
cuunwansesescaneae A Bridlington RD ............... 





(Every endeavour is made to ensure accuracy but we cannot be responsible for errors.) 


Town. 
Bridgnorth MB 
Bridgnorth RD 
Bridgwater 





eae a A 
Brighouse MB ..............2++ 

Brighton & Hove ............... A 
Bristol District ............... A 
aaa A2 
Bromsgrove UD ............/ A 
Broughton, Flint ............ A 


Buckfastleigh 
Buckingham 








Beckiey  ....cc..0.5 
a ee: 2 
Burnham-on-Crouch ...... A2 
Burnham-on-Sea ..... 2 
I nccssccccces A 
Burton-on-Trent C.B. A 
IN Scadaticnrensicey A 
Bury St. Edmun 1 
MIE dexccacexs eae 
IE Sacidedeewccsccccscassaen Al 
COOTETUOM «cece ccccccescsess A2 
Caernarvonshire, Cnty. of $A2 
| OE. A 
Camberley District ......... A2 


CII ooo case cocceccaseact 
Cannock UD .... 
Canterbury 
Cardi A 
Cardiganshire,County of tA2 
AE Wietccinedstacienbctncecuins A 





Continued on page 1150 
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CURRENT RATES OF WAGES—Continued 






































































































































































































se Ti tom ie weer re Town, Town Grade. Town. Grade. Town. 
mde | Leen aversham ow... eeccees. i i 

Carmarthen—Boroush “) ao peed hariecanSexesseavoneveaucen A2 Pembrokeshire (except Mil- Sutton Coldfield MB ,,. 

Cosamethenn rie ma oeee ; ichfield MB A ford Haven) ............... A2 Swadlincote UD ., 

—— _ shire,Cnty of t = ley UD .... Lincoln CB ... ih Penmaenmawr . os 2 Swaffham ........ 

oer q Up A nocd 5 Liskeard ...., -A2 Penrith UD .., Al Swanage District |. 

a or Ree Hs int MB .... Littlehampton soe WONZANCE oi ieciccebcciscsce, A2 Swansea ....... 

ren = spocaprecennes 2 Folkestone ... Liverpool .... pda Peterborough, Soke of (East- Swindon District 

me -le-Frit “3 rinton .., ne Llandudno Te ee Al ern Regional Portion) ...Al Swinton UD Reston, 
— psoreorerncn nen it i a aaa a Llanelly (incl. Llanelly RD) A Petersfield 2... cecéecseecec.,. A2 7" 
oermy nooo me - lll ie Ljanfairfechan Pee ro Eickering ave <hie Tamworth MB aestes 
is. crtreeeeeefe | Gainsborough UD ............ angollen ...... a ymouth ......., “A Taunton a 
Chatteris ............. 2 Gateshead CB London = Pontefract MB istock ....". 
. ateshead CB ......... ~ s+ © | Pontefract MB ...... A Tavistock .... 

Cheadle (Staffs) RD oth Gillingham (Dorset) . Long Eaton ae Pontypool & District A Tenterden pres 

Chelmsford ............ A Gillingham (Kent) i istric i 

ee > Glasee nam (Kent)....... MIS exten stic ine gaits oe Pontypridd District sie Teignmouth ) 

} cera es rv a" & Street . Loughborough MB aes Porthcawl sa me Tewkesbury .... ! 

$ sine stannic ang me | ortishead .. ote 2S | 

Sauuer sh A Gloucester ey oe A Lowestoft ‘ ee Portland Bill : “At Fool _— . 

seen at hang ~ a Cnty. of ve pomon cee es Portsmouth hie acute Thirsk RD .... re 

-le- pipe Siket psec a aE t 2 udlow ‘ a ‘ort Talbot oo Thorpe Bay ........ 

Chesterfield MB ....... aon cod Ludlow RD , ..A2 Freston’ .....;.. owe Thurrock UDG Ar n 
Chesterfield RD ...; A Goole RD (part—Air Luton ......... ik Princetown A2 North of to Billericay."4 

ichester ............ a) eee A Lyme Regis ..... A2 Pudsey MB .. ae Tilbur BS! 

. Seciees .A2 Serr NTS ea teats Wh Wg. Sstdancacsscgtenee eon 

Chipping jen fet oe ae ae (Devon). a Pulborough .............. A2 Todmorden MB “e 
Chippenham (inc. Chippen- Gravesend Cr ay | ais Saas, aa a tess : 

ham Within and Harden- . Grays Thurrock UD Area...A Radnorshire, County of tA2 —— 

MAM csrccccsisvesct ee A2 Great Yarmouth ............... A Macclesfield 0.0... A Ramsgate A2 Tri 

Cirencester <2 Grimsby CB ......._. ae Maidenhead A Raunds UD ...........00 A bond idge 

BUOY ove rvecisccabicccc<c Lkk A Grimsby RD (part) .. ae Maidstone ....., A Rayleigh ..... ey ruro eats 

Clacton ......... «Al Guildford District..." Maldon (Essex) Al Reading A Tunbridge Welis 

Clay Cross UD... aA Maltby UD ..., vA ™ ten bei i 

aoe Mal Redcar B ..... A Tynemouth CB A 

leethorpes MB . oa. Halesowen MB ............... alton UD . - A2 Redditch UD .... A in f 

Sovedon eae Dh Al Halifax CB ....... Rn ——— UD Al Redhill & Reigate . A Ulverston ......:...... A 

eveleys .. nee Halstead ...... eu anchester .. oveolh Rhondda Valley ......"” wee A Uppingham (Salop) “Al 

Clitheroe er A Haresfield .. i Manningtree ..,, Al Richmond B (Yorks) are’. Uttoxeter RD A) 

Coalville UD ....... “seed Harlow ........ ; Mansfield MB A Ripon MB’ ...:.......-.; --A2 Uttoxeter UD.... “Al 

Eobham (Surrey) vA Harpenden. + sol ee a Rochdale ... ey haslvs “eke 

Sek eek. one arrogate A Peeseccccccvncccccocosoetie Rochester ....... y 
Sea ee Hartlepool B Market Harborough RD...Al Ross-on-Wye os wad Wakefield CB ........ ww 

Colwyn Bay Al Harwell .. Market Harborough UD ee Rossendale Valley oak Wakefield RD ... 

Congieton .... ae Harwich __ Market Rasen UD........... A2 Rotherham CB ... acai Wallsall CB.... 

Consett UD sock Haslemere .. 5 sa eck ttteeeeeeeees . Royston _....... Al Wallsend B . ie 

onway ..... Al Hastings .......... : aryport ...... ! “ Walsden ... nA 
wu... A Hatfield (Herts) : Matlock UD Ruseey UD i CTAT “Al 

Cornwall, County of. .-fA2 eavane elksham ....... Rushden UD ay. “A 
Corsham District A Haywards Heath . Milton Mowbray UD AL | RUD wvssseessessrseee S Ad 
Coventry CB x Heanor UD ......... Merionethshire “ arrington .... A 
Cranbrook .. Hemel Hempstead LS Sn a aR A Saffron Walden... A2 Warwick MB .... A 
Cranleigh ee Henley-on-Thames ; Mexborough Oo: <a St. Albans ....... ey Wednesbury MB.... A 
Cranwell Aero Hereford ............ Middlesbrough CB |. wai St. Austell ... A2 Wellingborough UD . A 
Crawley Herefordshire, Cnty. of... Middleton ............ mr St. Helens... A Wellington UD |... 4 
Crewe Herne Bay ...... fi Middlewich ee St. Neots seaene A2 Wellington (Somerset) A? 

Hertford...” Mildenhall...” ..A2 Salisbury City --A2 Wells (Norfolk) Al 
Hexham RD. ced Haven UD. es) gullebury WON So accceccee A2 Wells (Somerset) ... 2 
Hexham UD : SRE bona ves bansaveiccee: A2 an a. sseeesees wwihd Welwyn Deacanepseques 
Heysham ..... ron Monmouth—Borough of...Al Sawbridgeworth . seas Welwyn Gar. City .. 
Heywood 1....7.7777""" ae Monmouthshire............ Al Saxmundham ve West Bromwich CB.. 
Higham Ferrers MB : ae: Morecambe _ ,.... A Scarborough MB.. eae Westbury ......... 
High Wycombe ....... a Moreton Valence ike Scunthorpe MB ...... +a Westcliff-on-Se 
Hinckley UD ...”. es Morley eae sooilh ire gy Newhaven......A2 Westerham.......... 
ve Hitchin ......... sh orpet ae ae ca A A West Hartlepool C 
Serta Pummees bassoeenanen 2 Hoddesdon a Morpeth RD eat Sevenoaks ... | Westmorland (except 
} am otorg = > Holywell... Mundesley ................ A2 Shaftesbury -A2 IKONGAY) |<. .:..:scshoieoe 
seen 3 Horley...” Sheerness ......, A2 Weston-super-Mare 
Daventry MB lee Horncastle UD : z , Sheffield MB coe A Weybridge 00 ceccvececoesconeees A 
mer Horsham. ..... } Nantwich Shepton Mallet . 2 Weymouth (including Port. 
Denbigh ‘Town’ —— Horwich .. : Neath & Valley Sherborne ..... A2 land Bill, excluding Port- 
Derby CB ey Huddersfield C RNGIROD) <<o5-0s,- 5. Shipley... aA land Stoneyards) ......... Al 
ea mepgmas ea alt mh Newark MB. a Shoeburyness ............0.. A Whitby UD Al 
econ ae as "ta2 Hunstanton """"" ; NOWOIY, occ soee sk A2 Shoreham ........... pm * Whitby RD 
» Huntingdon (Staffs). Newcastle-on-Tyne ae A Shrewsbury MB ... eer Whitehaven .............cssuA 
Dewsbury CB ...... ae ig Staiia)........0555 A I i 
— ne Newcastle-under-Lyme ...._. A Sirhowy Valleys ... tech Whitley & Monkseaton UDA 
a “iT. Ikeston MB ‘* New Forest District ee | Sittingbourne ..... coda Whitstable and District ...A2 
nee nae Ilkley UD 2 eangg HENS <tkt Streness, UD Ses Al Wickford ... : 
. bee Ca oeene * ewport, Mon. ... A Skipton UD ..... anes Widnes . 
emg ws oye ea re Newport Pagnell A2 Sleaford 10 Re EON: Al Wigan. A 
Dorset, County of (except- Isle of Thanet. A2 Newey, ise se — Stough, Windsor ‘“ wnat Wiha A 
ing Poole, Cs eee  . ae of Wight . “AZ | Normanton UD 12.2777" A | Smethwick CB’. aes Wilts. County of 
See eee A2 | IE ceccesercccceeeeee Northallerton District one Snettisham ....... me Wimborne ....... 
deer gippmaaay iain Northallerton UD ...... a Solihull UD ............. A Wincanton .., 
Drifield UD — ans A ER A Northampton CB. nani Somerset, County of...... Winchester ..... 
Drigg & Carleton’. Keighley MB ‘ i 7a atRe me “aanpten and i a re 
itwich MB... "aS. Keighley MB .............. eee alsham oF MRPRIENR ox sceencactsees isbech ..... 
Penn iB evseeee ry ae  * Northwich ......,, woo Southend-on-Ses Dist Witham aesueeai 
at Ae eee ri Kenilworth UD.. souk Norton Radstock . Al Southport ....5.<.<..0cec0 sea Withernsea UD 
i A pte > Kovcring MB ine = Lmiv ned sosaabeeres aw — Shields CB .. oking ........ 12 
a : ne ottingham ve me outhwold ......, Wokingham ........ 4 
cian “ -Poeaceenne MB.. oy Nuneaton MB |...” A Spalding UD ., ee sm CRincuk 
eee meet i ‘ Stafford MB... Wolverton District 
£. Glam. & Mon. Val....... A King’s Lynn ., onal i A idge 2 
East Grinstead District mee 4 Kingsteignton oss Oakham RD ..........sssc0s+s A2 oe d MB wot U 
East Kesteven RD............ A2 | Kirkham .......777°" A | Oakham UD .. M2 | Stemoawick Woodstock na... 
East Retford MB..... A Knaresborough UD ok Okehampton + A2 oe oe ee 
, - Oldha Stevenage ..... wi Worcester CB .. 
Eastwood (Notts) Le i Ne A Gee - Stockport Workington 

bbw Vale istrict.........A ki A | ofOckport ....... ‘A | Worksop MB 

Edenbridge cata A2 Lancaster A Ormskirk ......... A Secsuaae ~ Worthae en 
BREE aus becassns ph eewscdessde Stockton-on-Tees B Worthing ......... 

_ PRR A2 Leamington MB A Ossett & Horbury A S incl. Cefn) 
ee Spee ase : ‘ Oswestry...» "A2 toke-on-Trent CB Wrexham (incl. Cefn). 
es ie re fonts ove A Oundle UD A2 Stoke Orchard ... Wroughton 
a nee lace ’ Oxford... ak rons ag ° ons YA ee 
Exmouth A2 Leicester CB .... A DEINE ssenvsorsentevnvseensven Al soar ae ei: ‘A enaaeniee 

Leighton Buzzard 1 Stratford-on-Avon MB Pe Yate 5 
Sr eager pbedesehispvbscudseee poo seevcccece 2 Padstow Stroud (RD Area) Yeovil Borough . r 
F a e i prec necro + A2 Paignton . Sunderland CB .. as York CB ... i 
SI aioe sactnassseacescers | | RD A SSO SERS J Sunningdale .................. Al Ystalyfera.......sscsssesssessoe 





For Birkenhead, Liverpool and London the rates are :—Craftsmen, 4s. 1}d.; Labourers, 3s. 7d. In the case of London the rate be: i ius is: i 4s. 1: 
: os 1» 4S. 3 » 38, Td. yond the 12-mile radius is :—Craftsmen, 
Labourers, 3s. 64d. Plus 2d. per working day. {This is the County rate and applies except where higher grades are stated. 
Note.—Carpenters and Joiners Providing own tools when employed in establish t i i i Shops, receiv: 
2d, par Gay; oman employed co othes building industry wk, x ete sy ishments operating under the Supplementary Rules for Woodworking Factories and P 
Women’s Rates.—In all districts throughout the country the rate of wages fo i i rk other thao 
cull pe ses, 28. 94d. per hour g TF women engaged in craft processes is 3s. 14d. per hour. Women engaged on wo! 























For Building Trade Wages in Scotland see page 1155 
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SEWERING AND PRIVATE 
STREET WORKS 


From a Legal Correspondent 


WHEN a private estate was developed 

at Poole in 1923 the Park Estates 
Ltd. the builders, submitted plans of 
the proposal for by-law approval. These 
showed the proposed layout and con- 
struction of the roads and of a foul 
sewerage system. It was proposed to dis- 
pose of road surface water by means of 
gullies and pipes. The by-law proposals 
relating to the roads were passed. The 
company then laid out Orchard-avenue 
with nine gullies to carry the surface 
water from the road. These were con- 
nected to existing surface water sewers 
and were properly constructed with 
adequate outfall. Subsequently, in 1931, 
the frontagers put, at their own expense, 
a light tar macadam dressing on the 
carriageway and when the next year they 
constructed a cul-de-sac as part of 
Orchard-avenue the surface water drain- 
age met with the approval of the Cor- 
poration and their engineer. 

In 1953 the Corporation of Poole 
passed a resolution to carry out private 
street works in Orchard-avenue and 
included in their proposals work on sur- 
face water drainage. Sixteen frontagers 
appealed against the proposals and at the 
magistrates’ court the cost of surface 
water drainage, namely £4,116, was 
excluded from the cost so that it no 
longer fell on the frontagers. When the 
Poole Corporation appealed the 
Divisional Court of the High Court took 
the same view as the lower court. The 
case is reported as Poole Corporation v 
Moody. 

The principle had been established in 
the case of Bonella v Twickenham Local 
Board in 1887 that once a road has been 
sewered the local authority can say within 
a reasonable time that they are dissatis- 
fied with the sewer and if they neglect 
to do so they are deemed to have 
accepted the sewer after a reasonable 
time has elapsed. Where a sewer has not 
vested by the coming into operation of 
the Public Health Act 1936 a different 
tule applies, for by S.17 of that Act the 
local authority only accept the sewer by 
declaration. But in this case there had 
been sufficient time since 1923 for the 
sewer to have vested before 1936, and 
when once it is deemed vested it remains 
vested after 1936 by S.20 of the same 
Act. The point was made that there had 
been a surface water sewer before. In 
the words of Lord Goddard, C. J., “If 
there had been no surface water sewer 
In this road at all—I agree that the 
local authority could have ordered one.” 

The main argument was whether 
Bonella’s case had been overruled by the 
Provisions of S.9(1) of the Private Street 
Works Act 1892. That section provided 
that the urban authority in order to bring 
the street into conformity with other 
Streets as regards sewerage may make 
separate sewers for the reception of sew- 
age and surface water separately. The 
Court held that the section was not 
sanded to affect the decision in 
onella’s case, but to widen the scope 
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of local authorities in providing sewer- 
age having regard not merely to the par- 
ticular street but to its situation in 
relation to other streets. 


It follows that the existence of a sewer 
to which no objection has been received 
from the local authority may free the 
frontagers from future expense. Although 
the roadwork may be carried out many 
times before it is taken over, sewering, 
at least that which vested before the 1936 
Act, need only be done once. 


TOWN PLANNING 
DECISIONS 


Minister Allows Re-erection of War- 
Damaged Building on _ Proposed 
By-pass Route 


N the grounds that a proposed large- 

scale redevelopment scheme at Penge, 
Kent, including the construction of a new 
80-ft. road to by-pass the busy High-street, 
was unlikely to be carried out in the fore- 
seeable future, the Minister of Housing and 
Local Government has allowed an appeal 
by the South Suburban Co-operative Society 
against the refusal of the Kent County Coun- 
cil to allow them to rebuild the war-damaged 
section of their Penge premises because they 
were on the route of the proposed by-pass 
road. 

Two years ago, at the inquiry into the 
Kent Development Plan, it was stated on 
behalf of the Penge council that the pro- 
posed by-pass would run through an area 
which could only be described as one of 
Penge’s slum neighbourhoods, and that the 
area would have to be redeveloped at an 
early date. 

Some time ago a seven-day traffic census 
taken in Penge High- street indicated that 
road traffic along it was reaching saturation 
point, and the Ministry of Transport had 
advised planners to assume that the present 
traffic rate would double in the next 20 
years. In particular, the redevelopment of 
the Crystal Palace grounds by the LCC was 
expected to intensify the pressure on Penge 
High-street. 

The Minister, in giving his decision, states 
that while he is of the opinion that the 
proposed route to by-pass the High-street at 
Penge would lead to an improvement in 
traffic conditions, he is satisfied that the con- 
struction of such a road cannot be justified 
solely on highway grounds but must be 
regarded as incidental to any proposals for 
the comprehensive redevelopment of the 
area. ; 

The Minister adds that “in the absence 
of any firm proposals for such redevelop- 
ment in the foreseeable future he has come 
to the conclusion that he would not be 
justified in withholding permission for the 
re-erection of the building in question.” 


Scheme for Factory Development on 
Green Belt Land Rejected by Minister 


AN appeal by Horbett Investment Trust, 
= Ltd., against Buckinghamshire CC’s 
refusal to permit the development of 23 light 
industrial buildings on 11 acres of land at 
the junction of Sutton-lane, Bath-road and 
Colnbrook by-pass has been dismissed by 
the Minister of Housing and Local Govern- 
ment. 
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At the public inquiry into the appeal it 
was explained that the Trust wished to con- 
centrate on the site a number of factories 
which were at present scattered about the 
Greater London area. Alternatively, they 
were prepared to build one factory only 
on the site, to produce veneer work which 
at present had to be imported at an annual 
cost of over £250,000. The appellants pur- 
chased the site in 1947 when planning per- 
mission existed for industrial development, 
subject to the substantial completion of such 
development by 1951, but owing to various 
‘“ misunderstandings ” they were unable to 
proceed with the development before the 
time limit expired. 

The Council’s case was that the site was 
within the Green Belt and that if industrial 
development were allowed the Council would 
be faced with the problem of housing the 
consequent addition to the population of 
Slough. Furthermore, the development 
could not fail to aggravate the traffic danger 
at the by-pass junction with Sutton-lane and 
would involve the loss of good agricultural 
land. 

The Minister has endorsed the Council’s 
view that the development would be quite 
out of place in the Green Belt which, he 
says, “is particularly vital and vulnerable 
in this area.” 


Estate Housing Appeal 


Dismissed by Minister 


A LTHOUGH representatives of factories 
= in Colnbrook and Poyle stated at a 
recent public inquiry that the shortage of 
houses in the area was making it difficult 
for their firms to get labour, the Minister of 
Housing and Local Government has rejected, 
on appeal, a proposal by Mr. D. H. Heps- 
worth to develop as a housing site some 14 
acres of land with a frontage to Bath-road, 
Colnbrook. 

At a public inquiry into his appeal Mr. 
Hepsworth described the housing need in 
the district as “‘ desperate.” 

The Staines UDC, who had refused plan- 
ning consent, stated that the land formed a 
buffer between two developments and its 
use for residential purposes would be a 
serious encroachment on the Green Belt. 

In the course of his decision the Minister 
says he is satisfied that it would be wrong 
to allow housing development at this point 
in the Green Belt. He did not regard the 
proposed scheme as “ rounding-off” but as 
an incursion into the open land between 
Colnbrook and Longford. 


Trading 


Minister to Allow Housing 
Development on 64 Acres at Addington 


GQ IXTY-FOUR acres of the Ballards Es- 

tate, Addington, have been sold on 
behalf of the Royal Warehousemen, Clerks’, 
and Drapers’ Schools and will be used for 
housing development. The sale follows a 
successful appeal to the Minister of Housing 
and Local Government against a decision of 
the Croydon Corporation not to allow hous- 
ing development to take place on the land. 





FUEL IN FLATS 


A joint committee of five members of the 
London Regional Committee of the Coal 
Utilisation Council and five from the Lon- 
don Branch of the Institute of Housing has 
been formed to inquire into the problems of 
fuel delivery and storage in blocks of flats. 
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DEVELOPMENT VALUE 
OF MINERAL RIGHTS 


Test Case on Limestone Extraction 


A TEST case to establish the method 

of the calculation of the development 
value of mineral rights was heard by two 
members of the Lands Tribunal at Notting- 
ham recently. 

Tarslag, Ltd., were appealing against the 
determination by the Central Land Board 
of a development value of £1,080 for just 
over eight acres of land at Hartington. 

Mr. KENNETH MYyYneTT, counsel for 
Tarslag, said that the land had been pur- 
- chased in 1928 as ‘limestone-bearing land. 
Changes in Government policy and the war 
had prevented immediate development, and 
after the war Ashbourne Rural District 
Council had refused planning permission. 
The refusal was upheld by the Minister of 
Town and Country Planning, after a public 
inquiry held at Bakewell in 1951. 

The result, he said, was that the firm 
owned the land, which was only inferior 
grazing land, and, as a result of the refusal 
of planning permission, use of the stone 
had been denied them. The firm, he said, 
estimated that 1,250,000 tons of limestone 
could be extracted at the rate of 50,000 
tons a year. They had assessed the royalty 
value at 3d. a ton, which gave a final figure 
of £625 a year. By this method of valuation 
the firm estimated development value at 
£4,500, from which should be deducted a 
final site value. This gave a final figure 
of £4,150. Both sides, he said, had agreed 
that the agricultural value was £350. 

Mr. GEORGE RONALD BAXTER, joint man- 
aging director of Tarslag and a quarry 
master, said that the first proposals had been 
for the transport of the stone by rail. After 
the war road transport was more practicable. 

In reply to questions by Mr. C. H. Lewes, 
who appeared for the Central Land Board, 
Mr. Baxter said that if the site were de- 
veloped the stone would be hauled in 15- 
ton loads. This would mean about 1,000 
tons a week, or 60 loads. 

Mr. A. Woop, a company director from 
Stoke-on-Trent, said that his firm paid £6,000 
for a site of about nine acres at Waterhouse, 
a few miles from Hartington. The land he 
had bought contained limestone estimated 
at 1,500,000 tons. 

Mr. HARRINGTON MarsH, an_ Inland 
Revenue department valuer, estimated the 
limestone reserves at 712,854 tons and esti- 
mated the annual extraction rate at a 
maximum of 20,000 tons. He valued the 
land at £130 an acre. 

Asked by Mr. Mynett: “ Why are you 
restricting us to quarrying comparatively 
shallow depths? ” 

Mr. Marsh replied: “It is not usual for 
quarries of this nature to go to great depths.” 

In his final submission Mr. MyYNeETT 
said: “The figure of £130 an acre is quite 
unrealistic.” 

The decision was deferred after both 
parties had agreed that it would not be 
necessary for the tribunal to visit the site. 





Subsequently, the Lands Tribunal awarded 
Tarslag, Ltd., £2,810 for loss of development 
value, this figure being the difference between 
£3,160, the unrestricted development value 
agreed by the Tribunal, and £350, the agreed 
restricted value of the land, and the costs 
of the case. 
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Expansion of Swindon 


New Housing Gathering Momentum 


NINE hundred houses are expected 
a‘. to be available for  overspill 
Londoners in Swindon next year, Mr. D. 
Murray JOHN, Town Clerk, told a special 
meeting of Swindon and District Employ- 
ment Committee held recently to discuss the 
impact of the town’s expansion under the 
Town Development Act, 1952. 

Since the start of the scheme in October, 
1953 some 560 Londoners have been allo- 
cated council houses in Swindon. Another 
420 have jobs ready for them and are wait- 
ing for homes, and 480 more applications 
are under consideration by employers. 


Mr. Murray John predicted that the 
number of houses available for Londoners 
will be increased to 1,200 a year after 1956. 

Development of a dual carriageway shop- 
ping parade in the centre of the town is 
expected to start next year. A third of a 
mile long, the parade will follow the line of 
the drained canal which formerly brought 
prosperity to Swindon. 

Several firms have submitted plans to 
Swindon Town Council for large stores. 


The parade is part of a plan for the re- 
development of Swindon’s crowded central 
area. It is awaiting approval from the 
MOHLG. 

Clover Leaf Products, Ltd., a firm of 
table-mat manufacturers, is actively planning 
the move of its four London factories to 
Swindon. The move, into a 20,000 sq. ft. 
factory in Swindon’s trading estate, was ex- 
pected to take place within the month. 

Swindon Corporation’s contractors for 
housing are John Laing and Son, Ltd., Lind- 
say Parkinson, Ltd., the Hawksley Construc- 
tion Co., and four Swindon firms—Wain 
Bros., William Croft and Co., John Pattison, 
Ltd., and the Building and Public Works 
Construction Co. 
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ALKALI INSPECTORS? 
REPORTS FOR 1954 


Effects of Clean Air Campaign 


A SUBSTANTIAL increase in the amoun, 
*™ of work falling on the Alkali Inspec. 
torate of the Ministry of Housing and Loc 
Government should the recommendations of 
the Beaver Committee on Air Pollution rela. 
ing to special processes be adopted is forecast 
in the annual report for 1954 of the Chief 
Inspector. The report, which is made to 
the Minister of Housing and Loca] Goven. 
ment, was published recently (HMSO, price 
3s.) together with the report of the Chief 
Inspector for Scotland. 


The Chief Inspectors record that they were 
appointed assessors to the Committee on Air 
Pollution and attendances and preparations 
for meetings of the Committee made sub- 
stantial demands on their time. 


In addition, during the year the Chief 
Inspector for England and Wales paid a visit 
to Scotland to study a new system of 
sulphuric acid manufacture at Aberdeen and 
had made a prolonged tour of.America, first 
independently visiting a number of factories 
and organisations connected with smoke 
ordinances and air pollution control 
measures, and later in conjunction with an 
Organisation for European Economic Co- 
operation Mission which was _ studying 
American methods for the reduction of air 
and water pollution. 


NO LEGAL ACTIONS 


The number of works in England and 
Wales registered under the Act in 1954 was 
927 involving the operation of 1,784 separ- 
ate processes. Compared with 1953 there 
was a decrease of 23 in the number of works 
and an increase of nine in the number of 
separate processes. The total number of 
visits and inspections made during the year 
was 3,961 including 531 visits to or in con- 
nection with works not registered under the 
Act. During the year it had not been neces- 
sary to institute proceedings against any of 
the registered works. In all the 93 cases 
where infractions had been noted, suitable 
action was taken following formal notifica- 
tion. 


The number of burning colliery spol 
banks under inspection and classed as emlt 
ting much smoke or fume had decreased by 
the end of the year from 23 to 19, but the 
number issuing slight smoke or fume rose 
from 204 to 209. 


The national call for cement had cot 
tinued to be such that kilns had been oper 
ated at ful] output even when their assoc 
ated dust arrestment plants were undergolls 
repair or were operating at sub-standard 
efficiency. It was not surprising, therefore, 
that there had been complaint from mos! 
cement-making areas. The major problem 
was still on the Thames-side where some 40 
per cent. of the national production aros 
from an area only eight square miles ™ 
extent. 


The continuing expansion of the cou 4 
petroleum refining and processing capac! 


ntry’s 


‘had brought with it a host of problems 


Modern refineries were now of such a size 
and complexity that it was virtually = 
sible to avoid the causation of occasion 
offence. 
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PROVISION OF GARAGES 


Problems in Housing Areas 
HE Town Planning Committee of the 

Association of Municipal Corporations 
has issued a report, which was presented to 


_ the Association at its meeting in London on 


December 8, on the need for an amend- 
ment of the Town and Country Planning 
(General Development) Order, 1950, to 
secure for local authorities a satisfactory 
measure of control over the siting and ex- 
ternal appearance of private garages and to 
avoid the building up of the intervening 
spaces between semi-detached houses. The 
matter arose out of a letter from Stockton- 
on-Tees on the matter. 

The Committee’s report states: Having 
considered the. views expressed by a very 
large proportion of the members, we now 
feel that there is a need for local authorities 
to be able to exercise more adequate con- 
trol over the siting and external appearance 
of these garages. Many members report that 
garages have been erected, under the general 
permission granted by the 1950 order, which 
are level with, or in close proximity to, the 
building line and are, therefore, prominent 
in the street scene. ‘The persons erecting 
these garages have, of course, very different 
ideas as to the elevation, appearance and 
decoration of the structures, and many 
authorities feel that roads of detached or 
semi-detached houses are spoiled, from the 
amenity point of view, when garages of 
timber, concrete, metal, asbestos, or a com- 
bination of one or more of these materials, 
are erected in various shapes and sizes in 
such a position that they are readily seen 
from the road. 

While, in some cases, local authorities are 
successful in persuading the person erecting 
an objectionable type of garage to effect im- 
provements in its external appearance, there 
are always difficult cases in which persuasion 
is of no avail. 

We appreciate that a balance has to be 
maintained between, on the one hand, any 
slight tightening of control with a view to 
securing the erection of garages which are 
less objectionable from the amenity point 
of view and, on the other, the parking of 
cars On grass verges and other available 
spaces which might result from the absence 
of garages. We desire to do nothing which 
would be likely to dissuade car-owners 
from providing their own garages and there- 
by adding to the difficulties experienced from 
indiscriminate parking, but we feel that, 
when a garage is erected, it should be a 
reasonably satisfactory structure so far as 
appearance is concerned. 

In our view, the time has come when, 
unless a garage is to be erected at the rear 
of a house or at a reasonable distance (é:g:, 
20 ft.) from the building line, then planning 
permission should be required. This re- 
quirement is not considered to be unduly 
Testrictive, because if an applicant could 
not meet the authority’s design requirements 
for 4 garage to be erected on or close to the 
building-line, then he could take the alterna- 
tive course of erecting the garage farther to 
the fear of that line where its impact upon 
amenity would be considerably reduced and 


iN which case planning permission would 
not be required, 


Representations are accordingly being 


made to the Ministry. of Housing and Local 
Government, 
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On the point raised by Stockton-on-Tees 
about the building up of the intervening 
spaces between semi-detached houses, we 
consider that no action is called for by the 
Association. There is little evidence that any 
serious problems have arisen on this aspect 
of the matter. 


Temporary Garages 


LONDON borough councils are seeking a 
change in the law giving them authority to 
build temporary garages on small housing 
sites in their areas. These are sites which 
they cannot use at once because they form 
part of larger areas scheduled for future 
redevelopment. 

The scheme has the provisional blessing 
of Mr. Duncan Sandys, the Minister of 
Housing and Local Government. 

He has stated that there would be no objec- 
tion in principle, provided the garages were 
let to council tenants and the schemes did 
not involve any loss to the council’s housing 
revenue account. 

The proposal is now being examined by 
the Metropolitan Boroughs Standing Joint 
Committee, which is considering an 
approach to the London County Council for 
a suitable clause to be inserted in the next 
General Powers Bill. 





BUILDING TRADES LIST 


The 1956 edition of Sell’s Building Trades 
List, now in its 33rd year, contains over 
33,000 names, addresses and_ telephone 
numbers arranged under 2,700 trade head- 
ings. Price 25s., it is published from 133-137, 
Fetter-lane, London, EC4. 
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ALL OTHER TYPES OF 
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'PARK ADJOINING 
BUILDING ESTATE 


Property Owners’ Rights Defined 
From a Legal Correspondent 


[N the legal case of In re Ellenborough 

Park, Weston super Mare, the Court 
of Appeal in a reserved judgment given 
on November 15, decided to affirm the 
judgment of Mr. Justice Danckwaerts 
who decided that the owners of property 
adjoining the park had enforceable rights 
to use the park on payment of a con- 
tribution towards its upkeep as an open 
space. In 1885 an estate developer sold 
building plots subject to similar con- 
veyances which provided that the owners 
should be able to use the pleasure ground 
on payment of fair and just proportions 
of the costs. 


The terms of this agreement became 
important in a curious way. The army 
requisitioned the park, and when they 
came to release it compensation became 
payable. The question arose whether not 
only the trustees of the owner ‘of the 
estate were entitled to compensation 
under §S.2(2) of the Compensation 
(Defence) Act 1939 but also the owners 
of these rights or easements who had 
been deprived of their pleasure in using 
the open space. The decision was that 
the sum paid as compensation should be 
applied by the trustees to reinstate the 
property as a pleasure ground and not 
for the benefit of the beneficiary and that 
no further contributions could be de- 
manded from the owners of the houses 
until all the money had been utilised for 
that purpose. 


THE MAIN ARGUMENT 


In the Court of Appeal the main argu- 
ment turned on the proprietary rights 
granted by the original builder which 
had passed to the present owners of the 
houses. For them to have a sufficient 
proprietary right in the land or an ease- 
ment to support a claim to part of the 
compensation certain rules relating to 
the grant had to be fulfilled. The im- 
portant rule to be considered in this case 
was whether the rights given were too 
vague to be capable of grant. It was con- 
tended on behalf of the trustees that 
the rights were merely to go and wander 
upon the park and every part of it and 
to enjoy its amenities, but the Court 
thought it consisted of defined rights, 
i.e., walking on the pathways, resting on 
the seats and playing tennis and bowls 
if courts and greens were laid out. Such 
enjoyment was similar to that enjoyed by 
members of the public on gardens such 
as St. James Park, Kew Gardens, ete. 
The park it was held was a collective 
garden. 


The practical effect of this decision is 
of interest to builders. When they sell 
houses and grant interests in a common 
park those interests have the effect of 
controlling the future of the park. The 
owners of the houses have a proprietary 
interest. The benefits attached as well 
as the obligations are matters affecting 
the value of the houses and the value 
of the park as such. 
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[From Our Own Correspondents] 


AUSTRALIA .—An 1\1-storey American- 
style store is to replace the Charles Birks 


store in Adelaide, South Australia. The 
new building will be one of the David Jones 
group of stores. Initially the store will have 
five storeys and two basements estimated to 
cost over £lm...... Also at Adelaide, exten- 
sions costing more than £200,000 are to be 
made to the Grosvenor Hotel in the New 
Year providing materials are available; and 
an entirely new building is to be erected on 
an adjoining site consisting of basement, 
sub-basement, ground floor and five upper 
floors as well as car parks.... The £14m. 
Peel-White Corporation has plans for a 
chain of motels. One, to be known at The 
Castle, is to cost £150,000... . Hotels are, 
seemingly, a booming business in South 
Australia. One is to be built at Keswick on 
the Anzac Highway at an estimated cost of 
£200,000. Two other hotels, to be built in 
time for the Olympic Games, are the Tin- 
tinara Hotel, which will cost £75,000 and the 
Coonalpyn Hotel, which will cost £100,000. 
pe A great deal of hospital building is 
expected during the next few years. The 
State Government is to contribute £250,000 
towards a £500,000 expansion plan of 
Adelaide’s private hospitals. The Peak Con- 
struction Co., Ltd., is to erect a modern 
block for aged people at Northfield Mental 
Hospital. This building will cost £190,000. 
A similar block is to be built when the first 
one is completed.... The South Australian 
Government is offering to oil companies the 
opportunity to erect a big refinery on a 135- 
acre site at Pelican Point near Outer Har- 
bour. The Shell Oil Company is said to be 
interested. An American company, styled 
Gulf Oil Corporation, is also interested. It 
is hoped in Government circles that the 
tefinery will be built by 1958-59.... A 
number of theatres are to be redesigned and 
enlarged. About £100,000 is to be spent in 
the reconstruction of the Hindley-street 
Civic Theatre in Adelaide. The Tivoli 
Theatre is to be modernised at a cost of 
£250,000. Melbourne is to be graced with 
a new office block which is to be built for 
Imperial Chemical Industries of Australia 
and New Zealand. Eighteen storeys high, 
the building will be erected on the corner 
of Nicholson and Albert-streets, in the east 
of the city.... The Sydney firm of archi- 
tects Davey and Brindley have designed a 
£500,000 factory for Pye, Ltd., of Australia. 
‘ The Netherlands contracting company, 
Werkspoor N.V., has been awarded a build- 
ing contract by the State Electricity Com- 
mission, worth £1,384,000, for the erection 
of boiler plant and chimneys for the Mor- 
well power station and briquette factory. ... 
A Sydney firm, Accommodation Australia, 
Ltd., is to spend £2m. on the construction of 
motels. ... Hotelier, Conrad Hilton, is said 
to be planning a new super-hotel for Point 
Piper. Randwick Council has authorised 
the beginning of construction of a com- 
munity hotel at Maroubra Junction, Sydney, 
said to cost £125,000. 


KENYA.—tThe biggest housing scheme 
for Africans so far is to be launched next 
year. More than 5,000 prefabricated houses 
are to be erected to house 25,000 persons. 
The site, which covers 240 acres in the 
region of Eastleigh, will also have such 
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amenities as social halls, nurseries, sports 
grounds and shopping facilities, all of which 
will cost £100,000. The cost of the housing 
and services is put at £2,366,250 of which 
£1,256,250 is for houses, £375,000 for 
estate services, £495,000 for sewers, roads 
and water, and £100,000 for social services. 
The designs of the houses have been made 
by Mr. H. Thornley Dyer, FRIBA, AMTPI, 
who is Town Planning Adviser to the Kenya 
Government. The scheme is devised for 
completion in three years. 


NIGERIA .—The_ British Government 
have granted the Government of the Federa- 
tion of Nigeria £14m. from Colonial 
Development and Welfare funds for improv- 
ing and extending the Federal trunk road 
system of Nigeria, which consists of over a 
sixth of the total of 32,000 miles of roads. 

This is the largest grant ever approved 
under the Colonial Development and Wel- 
fare Acts. The main arterial network com- 
prises the roads of international and inter- 
regional importance and is the responsibility 
of the Federal Government. 

Colonial Development and Welfare funds 
will also be employed on a special pro- 
gramme of bituminous surfacing of Federal 
trunk roads in all three Regions, and it is 
expected that over 150 miles of road will be 
tarred within a year. 


NYASALAND.—The authorities have a 
number of projects in various stages of pro- 
gress, mainly in Blantyre. The biggest pro- 
ject, by far, is the £750,000 Group Hospital, 
which is being erected by African Lakes 
Corporation. Near to this hospital will also 
be erected the new High Court and Provin- 
cial and District Administration Head- 
quarters, and the new Civic Centre. The 
Government building programme also in- 
cludes new office blocks, an African school, 
an Asian school, a block of 16 flats and new 
African housing in Soche township. A 
£40,000 luxury cinema is to be built in Blan- 
tyre complete with restaurant and bar. ... 
Nyasaland Oil Industries, Ltd., are to build 
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the territory’s first cotton-seed oil mill at, 
cost of £60,000. The mill will be situateg 
near Blantyre. . . A new double-storey 
Legislative Council building is to be erecteg 
at Zomba. It will cost about £70,000 and 
take about a year to complete. . . . The 
Town and Country Planning Committee js 
at present considering a scheme for the 
erection of a block of flats in Blantyre, 


RHODESIA .—Additional water schemes 
at a cost of £5m. are planned for Bulawayo, 
Southern Rhodesia. Authority has _ been 
granted for a £lm. dam on the Umzingwane 
River to supply 7 million gallons a day, 
Another dam, 35 miles north of Bulawayo 
at the junction of the Rivers Bembesi and 
Inkwekesi is also being planned at a cost 
of £4m.... A new terminal railway sta- 
tion is to be built in Bulawayo to the east of 
the present one. Drawings have already 
been approved. This is part of the greater 
Bulawayo rail development scheme which 
includes new workshops and ancillary 
works. ... In Northern Rhodesia a number 
of projects are lined up for the next few 


years. It is estimated that over £4m. will be 
spent on post offices, courts, hospitals, 
schools and public buildings. In Lusaka, 


the capital, for example, a £530,000 Euro- 
pean hospital is to be erected. The struc- 
tural consultants on this work are Brian 
Colquhon and Partners. A post office, cost- 
ing £250,000, details and specifications of 
which are being prepared by a London 
architect, Clifford Duke, is to be erected in 
Cairo Road. A new High Court estimated 
at £200,000 is also planned for the capital. 
Sketch plans have just been completed. The 
well-known firm of consulting engineers 
Ove Arup and Partners are associated with 
a scheme to erect a two-storey telephone 
exchange in Church-road near the new post 
office. The architects for the exchange are 
McKinley and Thompson, of Lusaka. At 
Kitwe an £850,000 hospital is scheduled for 
construction. It will take five years to com- 
plete. Four post offices are also to bk 
erected in Ndola the largest of which will be 
a two-storey structure built so that exter 
sion can be made at a later date. This cor 
tract is valued at £90,000 and construction 
is expected to begin next summer. The 
architect dealing with this project is Mr 
R. E. G. Hope, of Ndola. A_ post office 
costing £63,000, is also to be built at Broken 
Hill on the site of the present one. Plans 
for this building are by Anderson, Ma 
laurin and Rutherford, of Lusaka. 


SOUTH AFRICA. — The _ Nation 
Resources Development Council of South 
Africa is to launch a 40-year scheme for the 
building of 100 factories at a cost of £200m 
The factories will all be established neat 
Native reserves and will absorb 30,000 Bantu 
workers and 6,000 European workers. The 
scheme has been drawn up by the Council’ 
industrial adviser, Dr. F. W. Quass. Accor 
ing to the scheme £50m. in addition to tht 
sum mentioned, will be spent on water com 
servation and other works, £30m. on ral 
ways and roads, and over £100m. on housilg, f 
schools and _ hospitals. 


UNITED STATES.—The Standard 0 
Company, of New Jersey, has announced 
$1,200 million expansion programme fot 
1956. ... The Chrysler Car Company his 
announced a $1,000 million expansion ad : 
gramme to take effect over the next iiVé 
years. 
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Renfrewshire to Take Overspill 


HE principle of expanding four Ren- 
frewshire villages—Houston, Inverkip, 
Inchinnan, and Uplawmoor—to accommo- 
date population overspill in the West of 
Scotland, has been approved by the Secre- 
tary of State for Scotland. This was stated 
recently when the approval by the Secretary 
to the Development Plan for Renfrewshire 
was announced at a meeting of the County 
Council in Paisley. Dr. Macfarlane, the 
planning convener, commented that the 
county council were definitely of the opinion 
that village expansion was a necessity, not 
only for the assistance in accommodating 
population overspill, but for the conserving 
of agricultural ground, which was vitally 
important. 


Wick Harbour 


IT was intimated at a meeting of Wick 
Harbour Trust on December 5, that the 
Scottish Home Department had agreed to 
give a maximum grant of £40,000 for pro- 
tective work at the south breakwater at 
Wick Harbour. The breakwater was 
damaged some time ago in a storm. The 
Trust are also getting an additional maxi- 
mum grant of £9,163 for general recon- 
ditioning at the harbour. 


Hydro-Electric Board 


THe North of Scotland Hydro-Electric 
Board have made two new appointments to 
fill the vacancy of Chief Hydraulic and 
Civil Engineer previously held by Mr. A. A. 
Fulton, now General Manager of the Board. 
Mr. L. H. Dickerson, MICE, AMIWE, has 
been appointed Chief Civil Engineer and 
Mr. P. L. Aitken, BSc, AMICE, Chief 
Hydraulic Engineer, 


Greenock Boundary Extension 


THE PUBLIC INQUIRY into the proposed ex- 
tensions to Greenock boundaries was opened 
on December 13. When all available sites 
have been built on, Greenock Town Council 
will still require an area of ground on which 
to erect 2,000 additional houses. For this 
purpose the council wish to extend in the 
south-west district into the county area. 
The County Council and the owners of the 
land have lodged objections. 


New Greenock Theatre 


GREENOCK ARTS GUILD’s new theatre and 
concert hall, the first theatre to be built in 
Britain for 25 years, was opened on 
December 10 by Mr. James Stuart, Secretary 
of State for Scotland. The theatre, with 
three additional club-rooms, marks the com- 
Pletion of a scheme started nine years ago 


for the provision of an arts centre in the 
town, 


New National Library 


THE NEW National Library of Scotland 
Will be opened in the early summer of next 
year. The building was first on the drawing 
board 20 years ago but owing to early 
problems and the war, construction was de- 
ayed until 1951. It is on the site of the old 
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Sheriff Court House on George IV Bridge, 
Edinburgh, and is now being handed over 
to the library authorities by the Ministry of 
Works. Its cost including furnishings will 
be in the region of £600,000. The late Dr. 
Reginald Fairlie, RSA, was the architect, 


NEW BUILDINGS 


Caithness.—Plans are to be prepared for a pro- 
posed new residential agricultural school for the 
county. Council A: William Wilson (A), County- 
bldgs., Thurso. 

Clackmannanshire.—Plans approved for scheme of 
three- and two-apartment houses on the Ferryburn 
housing site at Alloa. Council A: Thomas Cruick- 
shanks (F), Master of Works Offices, Municipal- 
bldgs., Alloa. 

Dumfries.—Plans passed by Dumfries Dean of 
Guild Court for erection by the Scottish Special 
Housing Association of 1 space-saving houses at 
Lochside, Dumfries (est. cost £135,000). 

Dundee.—Plans approved in principle by council 
for scheme of multiple flats at Balgray Hill and at 
Hilltown, Dundee. The corporation A and QS: 
Robert Dron (A) and James A. F. Morrison, Master 
of Works Offices, Municipal-bldgs., City-sq., Dundee. 

Glasgow.—Plans approved for William A. Parker 
& Co. (Crain), Ltd., Midland-st., for additions and 
alterations at Kerr-st., Calton. A: Frank Burnet & 
Boston & Bell (F/A), 180, Hope-st., Glasgow, WC2. 

Glasgow.—The Corporation is considering plans for 
new building at Tennant-st. for Munro, MacColl & 
Co., Ltd., 13, Robertson-st., Broomielaw, Glasgow. 

Glasgow.—Plans approved by their own architects 
for scheme of demolition and the erection of new 
buildings at Firhill for Chance Brothers & Co., 
Ltd., 99, Murane-st. 

Glasgow.—Plans by the architects’ and engineers’ 
department of Burns Laird Shipping Co., Ltd., 
Robertson-st., Glasgow, WC7Z, for new shipping 
terminus at The Broomielaw. 

Glasgow.—Pians by the corporation’s architects are 
being considered for proposed scheme of 132 houses 
which John Lawrence & Co.; Ltd., West Regent-st., 
proposed to erect at the Jordonhill estate. 

Island of Arran.—Plans approved and_ tender 
accepted by Buteshire council for new school on a 
Breerie site. General contractors are George Reid 
& Sons, Ltd., St. Germain-st., Catrine, Ayrshire. 

Lanarkshire.—Plans approved for reconstruction 
and addition at factory at Thomason-st., Strathavon. 
A: Robert T. Ross (F), 3, Avondale-st., Strathavon. 

Lanarkshire.—Site to be acquired by Glasgow Cor- 
poration for a new school at Springboig. Plans by 
council A: John MacNab (F), Education Planning 
and Architectural Dept., Bath-st., Glasgow. 

Lanarkshire.—Plans approved for new factory 
buildings for J. M. Ritchie, Treefell, at Kirkmuirhill. 
A: Whyte & Barrie (F), 38, High-st., Lanark. 

Lanarkshire.—Plans by the architects of Alexander 
Pettigrew & Co., Ltd., 54, Main-st., Coatbridge, 
for additions and alterations to the Atlas Works, 
East Canal-st., Coatbridge, have been approved. 

Lanarkshire.—Plans approved for medical centre 
at Auchlochan Colliery, and other buildings, for the 
Coal Industry Social Organisation, 24, Royal<res., 
Edinburgh, at Community Centre; Annathill, 
Glenboig. A: James Allan, 58, Palmerston-pl., 
Westend, Edinburgh. 

Lanarkshire.—Plans by the architects of Scottish 
Industrial Estates, Ltd., Woodlands-rd., Glasgow, 
WC3, for new canteen at the Holmbrae factory, 
Tannockside. 

Midlothian.—Plans by the 
Caledonia Associates Cinemas, 





architects of the 
Ltd., Glenmeray, 
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SCOTTISH BUILDING 
TRADE WAGES 
JFOLLOWING are rates of wages 

authorised by the Scottish National 
Joint Council as from April 18, 1955. 
They apply to the whole of Scotland, 
including the islands of Orkney, 
Shetland, etc. 
Grade A: Craftsmen, 4s.; Labourers, 3s. 54d. 
For apprentices, the rates are: 


Percentage of For week of 


Year. Craftsman’s rate. 44 a ing 
s. 

Ist 25 440 

2nd 334 58 8 

3rd 50 88 0 

4th es <a .. 66} 117 4 

Sth “a ey 132 0 


For female labour, the rates are: 
Operatives on craft opefations (at end of s. d. 

probationary period) .. Ka -. 
Operatives on labouring operations (at 


end of probationary period) .. - y 











Waiting Bay, Brodick, Isle of Arran, for new cinema 
at Donicuik (est. cost £45,000) have been approved. 

Tannockside. has plans prepared for an 
approved scheme at Burnside site development 11. 
of 212 houses. A: Samuel MacColl (A), Housing 
Planning and Architectural Dept., County-bldgs., 
Beckford-st., Hamilton West. 


NEW COMPANIES 


THE FOLLOWING NEW COMPANIES, registered 
in England, have been announced by Jordan 
and Sons, Ltd., company registration agents. 


Sewell, Jeffries & Co., Ltd. (556808.) Regd. 
November 2, 1955. 32, Guildford-rd., Stockwell, 
SW8. Bildrs. and contrs., etc. Nom. cap.: £500. 


Dir.: S. F. G. Jeffries. 

Smith and Twentyman, Ltd. (556719.) Regd. 
November 1, 1955. 30, Kingsley-rd., Stockton-on- 
Tees. Bidrs., etc. Nom. cap.: £3,000. Dir.: C. R 
Smith. 

Hamfields, Ltd. (556727.) Regd. November 1, 
1955. 3, The Brickhouse, High-st., Henfield, Sussex. 
Bidrs. and bldg. contrs., etc. Nom. cap.: £1,500. 
Dir.: A. S. Gander. 

H. C. Smith (Builders), Ltd. (556762.) Regd. 
November 2, 1955. Nom. cap.: £3,000. Dir.: H. C. 
Smith, 41, Chillerton-rd., SW17. 

Corbett Bros. (Hertford), Ltd. (556815.) Regd. 
November 3, 1955. 6, Liverpool-ter., Worthing. 
Bidrs., etc. Nom. cap.: £400. Dir.: P. Corbett. 

F. G. Scrace (Ferring), Ltd. (556820.) Regd. 
November 3, 1955 6; Liverpool-ter., Worthing. 
Bidrs., etc. Nom. cap.: £100. Dir.: F. G. Scrace. 

E. Geary & Son, Ltd. (557179.) Regd. November 
11, 1955. 1a, Back Warrington-rd., Platt Bridge, 
Wigan. Bldrs., etc. Nom. cap.: £1,000. Permt. 
dir.: E. Geary. 

F. Secrett, Ltd. (557181.) Regd. November 11, 
1955. 54, The Grove, Ealing, W.5. Bkirs. and 
decorators. Nom. cap.: £8,000. Dir.: A. G. Secrett. 

Fowlers (Builders), Ltd. (557182.) Regd. Novem- 
ber 11, 1955. Nom. cap.: £1,000. Dir.: W. J. 
Fowler, 123, Park-rd., New Barnet, Herts. 

Fred Rogers & Son, Ltd. (557183.) Regd. Novem- 
ber 11, 1955. Union Yards, Holbeton, Devon. 
Bidrs., etc. Nom. cap.: £2,000. Dir.: W. C. Lipple. 

Calderbank & Fairhurst, Ltd. (557171.) Regd. 
November 11, 1955. Old Whint-rd., Haydock, nr. 
St. Helens, Lancs. SBldrs., etc. Nom. cap.: £1,000. 
Dir.: F. Calderbank (permt.). 

Charles Purse, Ltd. (557172.) Regd. November 11, 
1955. 8, South Quay, Gt. Yarmouth, Norfolk. Bldrs. 
and contrs., etc. Nom. cap.: £2,000. : 

rse. 

Allerton Building Co., Ltd.  (557144.) Regd. 
November 10, 1955. 23, Cheapside, Bradford. Nom. 
cap.: £1,000. Subs.: W. H. Pearson. 

William Rudd, Ltd. (557141.) Regd. November 
10, 1955. Highlands, Middleton-rd., Leziate, Kings 
Lynn. Bldrs. and contrs., etc. Nom. cap.: £2,500. 
Permt. mang. dir.: W. Rudd. 

Frank Davis (Wanstead), Ltd. (557121.) Regd. 
November 10, 1955. 261, Romford-rd., Forest Gate, 
E7. Bldrs., etc. Nom. cap.: £1,000. Dir.: A .F. 
Davis. 

General Constructions (Bridgend), Ltd. (557123.) 
Regd. November 10, 1955. Greenfield, Coychurch-rd., 
Bridgend, Glam. Bldrs., etc. Nom. cap.: £2,500. 
Dir.: T. R. Williams. 

H. Sanderson & Co. Gti, Ltd. (557126.) 


Regi. November 10, 1955. St. Mary’s-rd., 
Sheffield 2. Nom. cap.: £1,000. Dir.: H. Sanderson. 
Flint & Shore (Bldrs.), Ltd. (556972.) Regd. 
November 7, 1955. 283, Foxhill-rd., Carlton, Not- 
tingham. Nom. cap.: £400. Dir.: C. E. Shore. 
Cleves College, Ltd. (557318.) Regd. November 
15, 14, Newnort-rd.. Cardiff. Nom. cap.: £1,000 


Permt. dir.: V. G. Cleves. 
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Full details of Public Appointments open will be 


found in the Advertisement this and 


Previous issues. 


CONTRACTS OPEN 


For some contracts still open but not included in 
this list see previous issues. Those with an asterisk 
are advertised in this number. The dates at the heads 
of paragraphs are those for the submission of tenders; 
a dagger (+) denotes closing date for applications; the 
name and address at the end refer to the person from 
whom particulars may be obtained. 


pages of 


BUILDING 

JANUARY 2. 
*+Northampton.—RC secondary modern school, 
Shaggy Calf-la., Slough, Bucks. Sterrett & Blouet, 


architects, 3, Ashley-pl., London, SW1. Tenders by 
Jan. 2 
JANUARY 6. 
or BC.—Branch library, Chatterton-rd. 
E. 


JANUARY 12. 
*+Portsmouth City.—86 houses, West 
No. 6. City Architect, 1, Western-parade. 
JANUARY 16. 
*St. Albans City C.—Erection of 4 
demolition of 4 cottages and 1 
Park-st. 


Leigh site 
Dep. £1. 


houses and 
shop. Watling-st., 
City E&S, 16, St. Peter’s-st. Dep. £2 2s. 
JANUARY 17. 
*Sunderland CB.—Extension of College of Art, 
Farringdon primary, junior and infants’ schools. TC. 


JANUARY 18. 

*Merthyr Tydfil CB.—Fire station, 
BE&S. Dep. £3 3s. 

JANUARY 21. 

Breconshire CC.—Erection of sec. gram./tech. sch. 
for 350 boys, having floor area 30,000 sq. ft., at 
Penlan. County A. Dep. £3 3s. 

*Sawbridgeworth UDC.—Six houses and four flatted 
houses, Bullfields housing estate. S. or G. Lacoste 
(F), South-st., Bishop’s Stortford. Dep. £2 2s. 

JANUARY 23. 

*Lincolnshire (Kesteven) CC.—Dining/lecture hall 
and alterations, Kesteven Farm Institute, Caythorpe. 
County A, Sleaford. 

JANUARY 27. 
*Croydon CB.—3 children’s homes at Addiscombe 
and New Addington. 
JANUARY 31. 
*Esher UDC.—78 flats. E&S. Dep. £5 5s. 
NO DATE. 

*North West Metrovolitan Regional Hospital Board. 
—Outpatients’ dept. and two wards over, West Herts 
Hospital, Hemel Hempstead. Regional Architect, 
Sheffield House, Sheffield-st., London, WC2. 


PAINTING, MATERIALS, ETC. 


JANUARY 11. 

Wakefield City C.—Annual contracts for supply of 

road-making materials and services. City E. 
JANUARY 14. 

Bath City C.—Annual tenders for supply of build- 
ing, road-making and other materials and services. 
City E. 

Cornwall CC.—Annual tenders for 
and other materials and services. 

JANUARY 16. 

*Hayes and Harlington UDC.—Annual 
of builders’ materials. Geo. Hooper, C. 

Rhondda BC.—Annual tenders for building, road- 
making and other materials. Boro’ E&S, Pentre, 


Rhondda. ‘ 
JANUARY 17. 
Kensington Royal BC.—Annual tenders for work 
and materials. Town Clerk. 
JANUARY 30. 

Cuckfield UDC.—Annual tenders for road materials 
and surface dressing. C. Oaklands, Haywards Heath. 
NO DATE. 

Hampshire CC.— Annual tenders for building, 
road-making and other materials and services. A. 
Hughes, The Castle, Winchester. 


MUNICIPAL AND CIVIL 
ENGINEERING WORKS, ETC. 
JANUARY 3. 


Treharris. 


road-making 
County S, Truro. 


contracts 


+Hendon.—1,450 lin. yds. 6-in. to 2l-in. soil and 
surface water sewers and 15,000 sq. yds. hardcore 
and concrete roads and paved areas, fencing, etc., 
in reconstruction of refuse disposal works, North 


Circular-rd., NW2. 
January 23). 


BE&S. 


JANUARY 6. 
Banbury RDC.—1,710 yds. sewerage and sewage 
disposal works at Horley. C of C, Bodicote House, 


nr. Banbury. 
JANUARY 9. 


Horsforth UDC.—Laying of 2,500 yds. 6-in. pipe 
water main in Scotland-la. E&S, Manor-rd. 


Dep. £2 2s. (tenders by 


Isle of Ely CC.—Reconstruction of Cotton’s Corner 
Bridge, Chatteris-Upwell rowd, B1098.—Demolition 
of existing timber bridge and construction of new 
three-span r.c. bridge of precast pretensioned beams 


on pressure piled foundations. County S,; County 
Hall, March. 
JANUARY II. 
Swindon BC.—Construction of roads and sewers 


for area of 55 acres at Park North housing site. 
TC, Civic Offices. Dep. £2. 
JANUARY 19. 

Coseley UDC.—Construction of roads and sewers 
and levelling of site of Wallbrook. Work consists of 
90,000 cu. yds. excavation, 3,000 lin. yds. 6-in./24-in. 
dia. sewers, 1,300 lin. yds. concrete roads and 1,000 
lin. yds. pitched roads. P. J. Stanton, E&S, Bayer 
Hall, Bayer-st. Dep. £2 2s. 

JANUARY 23. 

Amesbury RDC.—3} miles spun-iron mains, etc., 
nr. Newton Toney, Wilts. Lemon & Blizzard, constg. 
engrs., Castle-la., Southampton. (Plans also at 
Council Offices.) Dep. £3 3s. 

Shoreham-by-Sea UDC.—Construction and main- 
tenance of 1,100 yds. 45-in. dia. pressure sewer and 
incidental works at Shoreham-by-Sea and Southwick, 
Sussex. Lemon & Blizzard, constg. engrs., 59, Tufton- 
st., SW1. Dep. £5 Ss. 

JANUARY 26. 

Staffordshire CC.—Construction of dual carriage- 
ways on two sections of Winchester-Preston trunk 
road between Stafford and Stoke, A.34. Total length, 
3.3 miles. Work includes excavation, drainage, kerb- 
ing, broken stone foundation, the widening of a small 
bridge and bituminous macadam surfacing, but not 
final surfacing. C, County-bldgs. Dep. £5. 


JANUARY 27. 

Lincs (Parts of Lindsey and Kesteven) CC.—Con- 
struction of new Portal frame r.c. abutments and 
provision of new welded steel deck for 100-ft. span 
Jattice girder bridge known as Bardney Bridge, over 
river Witham, 10 miles east of Lincoln. County S. 
or Wilton & Bell, constg. engrs., 25, Victoria-st., 
SW1. Dep. £3. 

JANUARY 30. 

Cork Harbour Commissioners.—Construction of 
2,400 ft. run of embankment on tidal land of river 
Lee, near Cork City. Harbour Engr., Custom House- 
st., Cork. Dep. £26 5s. 

Lee Conservancy Catchment Board.—{a) Construc- 
tion of concrete-lined channel, generally 30 ft. wide 
and 3,720 ft. long in improvement and widening of 
Pymmer Brook, Tottenham, involving 42,000 cu. 
yds. excavation, 5,800 cu. yds. r.c. and 3,000 cu. yds. 
mass concrete. (b) Filling, soiling, seeding, fencing 


and other appurtenant works. N. Medrington, 
AMICE, MIWE, Engr. to Board, The Grange, Cross- 
brook-st., Cheshunt, Herts. Dep. £5. 


JANUARY 31. 

Ministry of Transnort and Civil Aviation.—Con- 
struction of new masonry-faced r.c. arch bridge over 
river Adlan, Stirlingshire, on London-Edinburgh- 
Thurso trunk road, A9. F. A. Macdonald & Pinrs., 
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Sole Distributors for Scotland: 
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constg. engrs., 11, Woodside-ter., Glasgow, C3, Dep. 
£10. : 


FEBRUARY 1. 

Bingham UDC.—Construction of 10,000 yds. 6-in.) 
18-in. dia, sewers (500 yds. in heading), 1,500 yds 
rising main, two pumping stations, sewage disposal 
works, etc. Wm. Saunders & Ptnrs., consultants 
24, Castle-gate, Newark-on-Trent. Dep. £5 55, ' 


NO DATE. 
Aberdeen City C.—Widening and reconstruction of 
Bridge of Don. City E, 3, Bridge-st. Dep. £5 §¢, 


GENERAL BUILDING WORK 
(LONDON) 


Bermondsey.—FLats.—Preliminary layout plans pres 
pared by H. V. Ashley and Winton Newman, archi. 
tects for BC, providing for the erection of 35 flats 
(block A, seven storeys with lift) in the phase 1 
development at the Bush-rd. site have been approved 
by Hsg. Com. Planning consent is being sought, 


_ Bethnal Green.—MOobernisaTION.—The modernisa- 
tion of Taplow Buildings, Boundary-st. estate, has 
been completed, and LCC Hsg. Com. now propose 
to modernise a second block—Sunbury-bidgs.—on this 
estate, at an estimated cost of £46,005 


Camberwell.—AcQuisition.—LCC Hsg. Com. 
pose the acquisition, clearance and partial redevelop. 
ment of a site about three acres off Comber-gr, as 
an extension to Comber estate, at an estimated cost 

1 State, at ar tim: Cost 
of £28,500. al 

Eastcote.—OFFICE —_ BUILDINGS.—New __ municipal 
buildings and Town Hall are to be erected at East. 
cote-rd. at est. cost of £500,000. The architect is 
R. H. Uren (F), 29, Gower-st., WC1. 


Greenwich.—OrFicrEs.—Proposals have been made 
by the British Oxygen Co., Ltd., Tunnel-ave., for the 
erection of new offices fronting to Fingal-st., and 
approval has been given by Works Com. 

Islington.—Housinc.—Hsg. Com. have reviewed 
tenders obtained for the construction of the Tufnell 
Park-rd. housing scheme and 44 dwellings com- 
prising the Hilldrop-la. housing scheme, on account 
of the high building costs reflected therein, and are 
to attempt to effect reductions in cost. 





pro. 


Lewisham.—CortaGes.—Proposals have been made 
by LCC Hsg. Com. for the development of the Black- 
lands-rd. site by the erection of 16 two-storey cottages 
and six garages, at an estimated cost of £49,200, 
The scheme is being prepared by Dr. J. L. Martin, 
MA, FRIBA, architect to the LCC. 

Lewisham.—HousinG.—The acquisition, clearance 
and partial redevelopment for housing purposes of 
the Derby Hill site, at an estimated cost of £36,000, 


has been proposed by LCC Hsg. Com. , 

Lewisham.—OLp PEopLe’s Dwe.tLincs.—LCC Hsg, 
Com. propose to develop a small site in Moremead- 
rd., Bellingham estate, by the erection of a two- 
storey block containing four dwellings for old people, 
at an estimated cost of £7,100. 


Poplar.—FLats AND MAlISONETTES.—LCC  Hsg. 
Com. have approved a scheme by Dr. J. L. Martin, 
MA, FRIBA, architect to the LCC, for the develop- 
ment of the 44-acres Morant-st. site, which is bounded 
by East India Dock-rd., Birchfield-st., Oriental-st., 
West India Dock-rd. and Pennyfields. Land has been 
reserved for a shopping centre, and the rest of the 
site would be used for 50 flats in three 3-storey blocks, 
32 maisonettes in two 4-storey blocks, three dwellings 
for old people in a single-storey block, 12 maisonettes 
above 12 shops in a three-storey block and 75 
maisonettes in an Il-storey block. The estimated 
cost is £540,260. 

Southwark.—DEVELOPMENT.—Proposals for the de 
velopment of two sites cofmprising about 6 acres in 
the Dickens-sq. area have been approved by LCC 
Hsg. Com. They provide for the erection of one 
ll-storey block and one four-storey block of 
maisonettes, one two-storey block of dwellings for old 
people, as well as one six-storey block and one four 
storey block of maisonettes on the smaller site. The 
estimated cost of the scheme, prepared by Dr. J. L. 





Martin. MA, FRIBA, architect to the LCC, # 
£663,450. 

Southwark.—REDEVELOPMENT.—LCC __ Hsg. Com. 
have approved detailed plans by Dr. J. L. Martin, 


MA, FRIBA, architect to the LCC, for the tt 
development of part of the Brandon estate at the 
junction of Lorrimore-rd. with St. Paul’s-ter. and 
Chapter-rd., and for the rehabilitation of 12 proper 
ties in Lorrimore-rd. A four-storey block of 10 
maisonettes, a five-storey point block of 20 flats. # 
three-storey block of 18 flats and six one-storey dwelt 
ings for old people will be provided, at an estimatte 
cost of £132,500. 

Stepney.—SitE DEVELOPMENT.—The acquisition. 
clearance and partial redevelopment of about 6t 
acres of land in the Bigland-st. area has been pre 
posed by LCC Hsg. Com. at an estimated cost 
£151,500. About 261 dwellings could be erected 0 
the site. 

Stoke Newington.—DEVELOPMENT Housina.—Re 
vised plans have been prepared by Howes and = 
man, F/F, 1, Verulam-bldes., Gray’s Inn, wel, 
for the erection of 62 dwellings on the Portland-1s 
extension housing site, comprising 26 maisonettes an 
36 flats, at an estimated cost of £129,800. Hse. Com. 
have recommended approval of the scheme by ! 
E. C. Harris, 3, Bedford-sq., WC1, are QS for 
scheme. 
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(PROVINCIAL) 
ington.—TC to proceed with scheme for re- 

Pp of town centre, £178,000 est. 

Alnwick.—Northumberland EC to be recommended 
to alter and extend sec. sch. at Alnwick at_a cost of 
£140,000 instead of building new school. County A: 
Newcastle. 

Birmingham.—New library and lecture theatre pro- 
posed at Medical School for Birmingham University. 
‘A: Lanchester & Lodge (F), 10, Woburn-sq., WC1. 

Blackburn.—TC proposes erection of aged per- 
sons’ hostels at south side of Tower-rd. and west 
side of Banks-st. _ RDC approved the erection of 
15 houses on the Eccleshill site. 

Bolton.—R.C. Authorities propose erection of new 
church and prim. sch. at Breightmet Neighbourhood 
Unit.—EC to invite tenders from selected contractors 
for erection of ‘‘ A ’”’ block at Hayward cty. sec. sch. 

Bradford.—Bradford and _ District Branch .of 
National Spastic Society has purchased Hawksworth 
Hall for adaptation as home for spastic children. 

Brighouse.—BC approved plans:—-Outline lay-out 
for erection of houses at Granny Hall-la. for H. Castle 
& Son, Ltd. F 

Bristol.—Plans for new four-storey hotel with 200 
bedrooms, large ballroom, banqueting hall amd under- 
ground car park for 55 cars have been submitted to 
Planning Com. for Victoria Motor Co. as part of 
expansion scheme for their Temple Gate garage, near 
Bath Bridge. 

Bristol.—‘*‘ Hen and Chicken ’”’ inn, Bedminster, 
to be rebuilt for George’s (Bristol), Brewery, Ltd., 
£20,000 est. 

Bristol—EC proposes additional new prim. sch, 
Elmlea, Stoke Bishop, £59,412 est. in 1955-6 pro- 
gramme, and following in 1956-7 programme: 
Southmead sec. B. sch. for girls, £248,061 est., Gay 
Elms prim., Withywood, £165,920 est., Hengrove 
sec. (inst.), £59,412 est., Henbury sec. (inst.), 
£163,082 est., Ashton Park sec. (inst.), £149,278 est., 
Bedminster Down sec. (inst.), £113,828 est., and 
R. C. sec. sch. at Knowle (510 places). 

Bristol.—Fire Brigade Com. proposes acquisition 
of properties in Pritchard-st., Newfoundland-st.. and 
Newfoundland-pl. for site for new central fire station. 

Bury.—TC proposes adaptation of Bury Atheneum 
as adult education centre. 

Carlisle—Additions costing £26,640 to Carlisle 
and County high sch. for girls to be carried out 
during current municipal year. City E: L. 

Stow, 18, Fisher-st. 

Chesterfield.—BC to invite tenders for conversion 
of metal room to provide classroom and ancillary 
accommodation at Harry Cropper sch. and three new 
classrooms at Manor sch. Wilcockson & Cutts, Salter- 
gate, Chesterfield. 

Chippenham.—TC approved sale to Bristol Dio- 
cesan Board of Finance for £975 of land at Factory- 
la. for erection of bungalows for retired clergymen. 

Darlington.—District Management Com. _has 
approved plan by Newcastle Regional Hospital Brd. 
for modernisation of two wings at Greenbank 
Maternity Hospital. 

Durham.—County EC fo start early next year with 
the building of junior sch. at Billingham to cost 
£56,500, and mod. sch. to cost £156,000. County A: 
Court-la., Durham. 

Durham.—City E to report on suitable sites at 
Newton Hall estate for proposed RC and Methodist 
churches. 

Durham.—RDC has agreed to sell land at Giles- 
gate to CC for erection of school clinic. County 
A., Durham. 

Eccles.—-TC approved plans: 10 houses at north 
side of Peter-st. for J. Williams (Sale), Ltd., 6, Wash- 
way-rd., Sale (plans by H. Hankinson & Co., 3, 
The Downs, Altrincham); single-storey building at 
Devonshire-rd. for British Legion Club, Ltd.. A: 
Thorpe & Smith (L), 65, Barton-arcade, Manchester. 

Evesham.—RDC proposes erection of 20 houses 
at Harvington, 15 at Pebworth, 15 at Childswickham, 
12 at Bretforton, 10 at Broadway, 10 at Wickham- 
ford, 8 at Cleve Prior, 6 at Ashton-under-Hill, 6 at 
Inkberrow, 6 at The Littletons, 6 at Rous Lench, 
6 at Sedgeberrow and 2 at Abbotts Morton. 
Gillingham.—BC to build new branch library at 
Rainham next year. 

Glossop.—Manchester TC to develop site at Chapel- 
la., Hadfield, for overspill housing. 

_ Ukley—UDC approved plans for 10 houses at 
Junction Clifton-rd./Ben “Rhydding-rd. for Dacre, 
Son & Hartley, 3, The Grove, Ilkley. 

Keighley.—TC approved plans for 22 houses and 
garages at Westburn-gr. and Westburn-av. for H. 
Bottomley. 

Leeds.—TC to invite tenders for erection of 200 
dwellings at Belle Island estate. 

Leeds.—TC approved scheme for conversion of 
Torre-rd. depot for motor bus purposes, £67,504 est. 
—EC approved erection of sec. mod. sch. for girls 
at Blue Hili-la—TC to prepare plans for aged persons’ 
hostel at Manor Fields, Beeston.—Sketch plans for 
Social centre at Roundhay-rd. approved.—Tenders 
to be invited for blind persons’ hostel at Moortown 
estate, 

Leek.—UDC to prepare plans for further 70 houses 
at Haregate estate 

Leicester.—HC plans to build 264 flats at Mow- 
Macre-hill; 350 houses at Thurnby Lodge estate; 366 
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houses at Glen Parva; and 237 on other existing 
estates in 1956 housing programme. 980 of these 
dwellings will be non-traditional and 25 per cent. are 
to be one-bedroomed types for elderly people dis- 
placed by slum clearance. 

Leigh.—British Legion proposes erection 
headquarters at Windermere-rd. 

Litherland.—UDC to build 32 houses at Alwyn- 
ave., £48,585 est. 

Liverpool.—TC approved plans for new sec. mod. 
sch. at Kirkby.—Site at Middle Way, Tintagel-rd., 
Delabole-rd. and Trendeal-rd., Croxteth estate, to 
be sold to Liverpool Diocesan Reorganisation Com- 
mittee for erection of new church premises.—Davies 
& Bennett (Storage), Ltd., 34/38, Chatham-st., pro- 
pose erection of new premises at junction Lees-rd./ 
Kirkby Bank-rd. 

\.iverpool.—Regional Hospital Board propose erec- 
tion of three new villas at Newchurch Hospital. 

Lytham-St. Annes.—BC approved plans for 46 
bungalows at Highbury-rd. estate for J. Halstead, 
Ltd. 

Manchester.—Eight- or nine-storey office block, 
with underground car park to be built at bombed 
Shambles site near corner of Cateaton-st. and Cor- 
porttion-st. for an insurance company. £1 million 
est. 





of new 


Manchester.—BBC has purchased Playhouse 
Theatre, Hulme, for adaptation as new studio.— 
English Steel Corporation, Ltd., River Don Works, 


Sheffield, proposes erection of new magnet shop and 
store at North-st. Works, Openshaw. 

Middlesbrough.—Garbutt, Archibald & Archibald 
(L), 23, Albert-rd., are architects for houses and 
bungilows in Malvern-dr., etc., for T. Duncanson & 
Son, bldrs., Acklam-rd.; administration block and 
warehouse in Johnson-st. proposed for Newhouse, 
Ltd.—-New Church of the Ascension is proposed to 
serve Berwick Hills and Park End areas, £17,000 est. 
—Tenders being invited by TC for 84 houses at 
Pallister Park. Boro’ E 

Mor'ey (Yorks).—TC to invite Wm. Airey & Son 
(Leeds), Ltd., to submit tender for erection of 
approximately 80 houses and flats at Low Moor estate. 

Nelson.—TC to prepare plans for adaptation of 
premises at 97/105, Carr-rd. as accommodation for 
persons living alone. 

Newcastle-on-Tyne.—Lavout plans for 380 dwellings 


at Kenton have been approved. City A. Plans 
approved:—Physiology dent. in  Leazes-ter. for 
Kings College. A: Turley & Williamson (A), 46, 


Jesmond-rd., Newcastle; two church halls and house 
in Brunswick-pl., for Methodist Church. A: W. 
Stockdale (F), Howard-st., N. Shields. 

Newcastle-on-Tyne.—£600,000 scheme for exten- 
sions to Newcastle Quay, deferred last January, will 
be reconsidered by Trade and Commerce Com. next 
month. City E, Town Hall. 

Newcastle-on-Tyne.—City C received loan sanction 
for £19.016 for construction of 12 three-storey 
* Unity ’’ flats in Copperas-la. 

Newcastle-on-Tyne.—Clearance of 4,500 slum 
dwellings and rehousing of 9,726 families proposed. 
City A 

Newcastie-under-Lyme.—RDC proposes erection of 
houses at Madeley Moss. 

Northallerton.—CC Estates Com. recommends 
erection of new building adjoining County Hall to 
accommodite County Hall staffs. County A. 

North Shields.—Factory extension proposed at 
West Chirton trading estate for British Die Casting 
& Engineering Co., Ltd. A: G. H. Gray (F), 52, 
Camden-st. 

North Shields.—Newcastle Regional Hospital 
Board to erect gynecological operating theatre at 
Preston Hospital. Board’s Chief A: P. H. Knighton, 
MBE (A), Benfield-rd., Newcastle-on-Tyne. 
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Nottingham.—TC approved plans for branch lib- 


rary between Darnall-cres. and Inglesby-cres., Bil- 
borough. 

Oldbury.—TC proposes erection of 16 aged persons’ 
dwellings at Cakemore estate and slipper baths at 
Inkerman-st. 

Ormskirk.—TC proposes erection of new offices and 
public hall between Burscough-st. and Church-st. 

Oxford.—Building lease of Nos. 12, 14 and 16, St. 
Michael’s-st., Oxford, acquired from CC by Alliance 
Assurance Co., who propose to demolish existing 
buildings and erect office block for their local branch. 
A: Harry W. Smith & Sons (F), Oxford. 

Runcorn.—UDC proposes erection of 32 aged 
persons’ bungalows and warden’s hostel at Queens-rd. 
site. 

Salisbury.—Tenders to be invited for 28 houses and 
6 flats at Bishopdown. 

Scarborough.—TC approved scheme for 55 one-bed- 
roomed flats in 1956 programme. 

Seisdon.—Worcs. CC to invite tenders for erection 
of new fire station. 

Sheffield.—Reg. Hospital Board approved schemes 
for chest clinic and mass miniature radiography 
centre at Doncaster Royal Infirmary and for improve- 
ments at Ransom Sanatorium, near Rainworth. 

Southend-on-Sea.—Scheme for modernisation of 
Central Station recently approved by British Railways 
(Eastern Area Board), £24,000 est. Work to com- 
mence early 1956. 

_ Southport.—TC approved plans for 6 shops with 
living accommodation at Radnor-dr. housing site No. 
16. 


’ 


Stockport.—R.C. Authorities of St. Ambrose 


Church, Adswood (Rev. E. B. Carroll) propose 
erection of new prim. sch. at Adswood. 
Stockton-on-Tees.—Boro’ A has reported to TC 


that plans for proposed Town Hall and municipal 
buildings est. to cost £250,000 will be ready by next 
June. 

Stone.—UDC to 
houses and 10 flats. 

Stratford-on-Avon.—Further 21 bungalows and 8 
flats to be built at Masons-rd., £28,900 est. 

Tynemouth.—TC, which has carried out £116,000 
reconstruction scheme at North Shields fish quay, 
has been informed that another section of the quay 
needs attention. Several alternative schemes are 
being considered. Council’s constg. engrs., L. G. 
Mouchel & Ptnrs., 9, Ellison-pl., Newcastle-on-Tyne. 

Tynemouth.—EC to rebuild Brightman open-air 
sch. and has submitted plans for new sec. tech. sch. 
to M of E. A: Gray & Ptnrs. (F).—TC considering 
construstion of new home for old people. Boro’ E: 
D. M. O’Herlihy, 16, Northumberland-sq., North 
Shields. 

Wakefield.—TC to prepare sketch plans for com- 
munity centre at Kettlethorpe and working drawings 
for proposed Thornes-rd. sec. sch. 

Wallasey.—Block of 28 houses at Seacombe to be 
demolished next spring and houses about to be built 
at Leasowe may be used for rehousing. HC’s slum 
clearance programme includes about 600 dwellings 
which are to be replaced by houses and blocks of 
flats. 

Wallsend.—TC received sanction to scheme to 
extend Civic Hall at cost of about £21,000. Boro’ S. 

Walsall.—EC seeks loans of £10,600 for additional 
accommodation at Wolverhampton-rd. sec. mod. sch. 
and £10,041 for additional accommodation at 
Chuckery cty. sec. sch. 

Wednesbury.—TC approved plans for new factory 
at Portway-rd. for S. Horne & Sons, Ltd. 

Wharfedale.—RDC approved plans for housing 
developments at MHarewood-rd., Arthington, for 
Exors. of B. Parkinson, and at Breary-la., Bram- 
hope, for Exors. of G. H. Yeadon. 

Wolverhampton.—TC approved plans:—Extensions 
to works at Marcrome-rd. for K.G.S. Bearing Co., 
Ltd.; offices at Walsall-st. Wharf, Lower Walsall-st., 
for G. F. Guy & Co.; extension to foundry at 
Victoria Works, Cable-st., for Baylis, Jones & Bay- 
lis, Ltd.; extensions to rolling mills at Cable-st. for 
Cable Street Mills, Ltd.; licensed premises at Colling- 
wood-rd. and Rushall-rd. for W. Butler & Co., Ltd.; 
new offices, canteen and workshops at Premier Brick- 
works, Parkfields, for K. E. Millard & Co., Ltd.; 
alterations and extensions to vehicle repair depot at 
Retreat-st. for Midland Counties Dairy, Ltd., and 
extensions at Wallsall-st. for British Oxygen Engineer- 
ing Co., Ltd. 


prepare plans for further 20 


TENDERS 


* Denotes accepted. 
+ Denotes provisionally accepted. 
t Denotes recommended for acceptance. 
§ Denotes accepted subject to modification. 
€ Denotes accepted by H.M. Government Depart- 
ments. 
Bentley.—52 houses at Scawthorpe for UDC. S: 
. N. Penlington: *F. Haslam, Ltd., Doncaster, 
£62,879. 
Doncaster.—Erection of intake sec. mod. sch., for 
EC: *Gilbert Ash, Ltd., London, £156,978. 
Forfarshire.—New spring mill for Jute Industries, 
Ltd., Meadow-pl. Bldgs.. Dundee. Sir Alexander 
Gibb & Ptnrs., MInstCE, cons. engineers., Queen 
Ann’s Lodge, SWI: *George Wimpey & Co., Ltd., 
59, St. Vincent-st., Glasgow, WC2, £500,000. 
Glasgow.—Stabling at Bell-st. for Cleansing Depart- 
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ment. E: J. M. Riddet, 
*Robert M. Gibson & Co., 
Glasgow, SE2, £39,208. 


MInstCE, 
Ltd., 


George-sq., El: 
368, Baltic-st. 
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Greenock.—Final development of  Brackleston 
Farm housing scheme, consisting of blocks and 
flatted houses. A. *Weir’s Housing Corp., Ltd., 
Calver-st., Coatbridge. 

Hexham,.—5() houses at Haydon Bridge for RDC. 
A: W. Dixon & Son, 1, Collingwood-st., Newcastle- 
on-Tyne: tJ. H. Newman & Son, Eastgate, Hexham. 

Inverness.—New factory at Longman _ industrial 
estate for Scottish Industrial Estates, Ltd., Woodside- 
ter., Glasgow. A: Wylie, Shanks & Wylie (F/A), 
12, Claremont-gdns., Sauchiehall-st., Glasgow, WC2. 
QS: Baxter, Dunn & Gray, FSI, 235, St. Vincent-st., 
Glasgow: *Duncan Logan & Co. (Builders), Ltd., 
Gt. North-rd., Muir of Ord, Ross-shire, £16,800. 

Leeds.—New Church of St. Richard at Seacroft 
estate: *Wm. Thomson & Sons, 19, Sheepscar-st. 
North, Leeds, 7. 

ndon (Air Ministry).—Works contracts to value 
£500 or over for week ended December 17:—Heat- 
ing and hot water services: ‘*Richard Crittall & 
Co., Ltd., 151, Gt. Portland-st., W.1. Painting 
work: *Baxter Bros. (1920), Ltd., Collingwood- 
bldgs., | Newcastle-on-Tyne; *F. & Pilling 
(Bros.), Ltd., Antwerp House, Bird-la., Longsight, 
Manchester 13; *Charles R. Price, Barnsley-rd., 
Doncaster; *G. & J. Seddon, Ltd., 3, Manchester- 
trd., West Little Nulton, nr. Bolton; *Stanley Hugh 
Leach, Ltd., 231/231la, Heading, Hayes, Middx.; 
*J. Dixon (Doncaster), Ltd., Greenfield-la., Balby, 
Doncaster; *George Argent & Co., Ltd., Monkton 
Bridge, Peme:roke; *Thomas Bates & Son, Ltd., 
Old Brick Works, Harold Wood, Romford, Essex; 
sy. J. Levell & Son, Ltd., 17, Easton-st., High 
Wycombe, Bucks; *George Wimpey & Co., Ltd., 
Hammersmith-gr., W6; *H. Ashton & Son, Newport 
Joinery Works, Barton-on-Humber; *R. & H. ale, 
Ltd., High-st, Gamlingay, Beds.; *V. A. Marriott, 
Ltd., Handford-rd., Ipswich, Suffolk; *McCormick & 
Davies, Ltd., Willaston Estate, Douglas, Isle of Man; 
*F. Rendell & Son, Ltd., Estcourt-st., Devizes, 
Wilts. Extension of taxiway, etc.: *Farrans, Ltd., 
Dunmurry, Belfast. Aviation fuel installation: *M. J. 
Gleeson (Contrs.), Ltd., 816-822, Chesterfield-rd., 
Sheffield. Artificers’ work: *Bosworth & Wakeford, 
Ltd., New-st., Daventry, Northants. Alterations, 
etc., to hangars: *Perry & Williamson, Ltd., 148, 
St. Mark’s-rd., Wolverhampton. Building work: 
*R. M. Phillips & Son, Ltd., Estate Yard, Brigg, 
Lincs; *T. Gill & Son (Norwich), Ltd., Hall-rd., 
Norwich. 

(London (War Dept).—Works contracts 
in week ended December 10:—Berkshire: 


placed 
Building 
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Point Pleasant, Wandsworth, $.W.18 











December 30 1955 


work, *PoH & Son, Fleet. Cheshire: Miscellaneous, 
*W. M. Bradshaw (Contrs.), Ltd., Wallasay. Essex: 
Building work, *J. Burley & Sons, Ltd., Weybridge, 
Hampshire: Painting and decorating, *Fields, Ltd., 
Reading. Wiltshire: Civil engineering, *T. Hold. 
away & Sons, Ltd., Westbury. Middx.: Hutting 
*Marshall Andrew & Co., Ltd., London, Swi’ 
Oxfordshire: Civil engineering, *jJ. Burley & Sons, 
Ltd., Weybridge. Inverness-shire: Building work, 
*The Scottish Tarmacadam Ashpalte, Co., Ltd,, 
Elgin. Perthshire: Painting and decorating. *Neil: 
Nicholson & Co., Kirkcaldy. Wiltshire: Painting 
and ' decorating, * Decorative Painting Contractors, 
Ltd., Hounslow. Yorkshire: Roofing work, *Duras- 
tic, Ltd., Newcastle-on-Tyne; Building work, *W, 
Parker & Son, Ltd., Sowerby Bridge. 

Morley.—Following at Low Moor estate, for TC: 
10 Bungalows, *E. Rhodes, Morley; 36 houses, ‘T, 
Madden, Morley; 30 houses, *Lindley Bros., Ltd., 
Morley. 

Newcastle-on-Tyne.—Rebuilding of ‘‘ Rock’ ” hotel, 
Cambridge-st., for J. Reid & Son, Upper Claremont, 
Newcastle. A: C. S. Errington (L), 46, Grainger-st.: 
*Hadden & Hillman, Ltd., 127, New Bridge-st., New- 
castle-on-Tyne. 

Redcar.—Ten aged persons’ houses on Lakes estate 
for TC. Boro’ E: *Stabler, 11, Fordy-gr., Thornaby- 
on-Tees. 

Saffron Walden.—18 old _ people’s 
Abbey-la., for BC:— 

Holmes Bros. js .. £20,934 
*Rooke & Sons .. .. 18,956 

(Subject to Ministry approval.) 

Sedgefield.—24 houses at Ferryhill, 30 at Sedge- 
field, 16 at Trimdon Village and i0 at Trimdon 
Colliery for RDC. Housing A: *G. M. Pearson & 
Son, Front-st., Hetton, Co. Durham. 

Southport.—97 dwellings at Burnley-rd. site, for 
TC: *Lloyd & Cross, Ltd., Argyle-st., Birkenhead, 
£167,900. 

South Shields.—Office block for Barber & Heron, 
Ltd., boiler scalers, etc., Tvne Dock. A: W. & T.R. 
Milburn, 18, Fawcett-st,, Sunderland: *Direct labour, 

Stockton-on-Tees.—16 houses at Newtown estate for 
TC: “Direct labour. 

Sunderland.—32 maisonettes at Farringdon estate 
for TC. Boro’ A, Grange House, Stockton-rd., 
Sunderland: *John Laing & Sons, Dalston-rd., Car 
lisle. 

Sutton Coldfield.—20 dwellings at Falcon Lodge 
estate, for BC: *Davis & Son —— Ltd., 87, 
Sheffield-rd., Birmingham, £28,386; 20 dwellings: 
*A. E. Jones, Lemnel Wylde, Green- rd., £11,405, 

Warwick.—24 dwellings at St. Nicholas- rd. , Radford 
Semele, nr. Leamington Spa, for RDC: *Duggins & 
Co., Ltd., 156, Cubbington-rd., Leamington Spa. 

Wednesbury.—16 houses and four bungalows at 
Beech-rd. site, for TC: *S. J. Smith & Co. (Bidford), 
Ltd., Smith-rd., Wednesbury, £25,769. 
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